Cannabis businesses 


State will begin accepting first applications 
for cannabis businesses. NEWS, PAGE 3 





Drivers stranded in Va. 


Hundreds of motorists were stranded on 
I-95 after winter storm hits. NEWS, PAGE 6 
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Record numbers quit 


Arecord 4.5 million workers in the U.S. quit 
their jobs in November. NEWS, PAGE 8 
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Not as chilly 


Mostly cloudy with showers; 
high of 45. SPORTS, PAGE 6 
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CORONAVIRUS IN CONNECTICUT 


24% positivity rate sets record; hospitalizations 
increase to their highest point since May 1, 2020 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut reported a 24% 
COVID-19 test positivity rate 
Tuesday, surpassing a record set 
Monday, while also setting a new 
high mark for cases recorded in a 


single day. 

The state’s seven-day positivity 
rate now stands above 20% for the 
first time since widespread testing 
began more than 18 months ago, 
and its seven-day rate of new cases 
remains higher than at any other 
time during the pandemic. 


Still, Gov. Ned Lamont said 
Tuesday he doesn’t think COVID- 
19 should dramatically disrupt life 
in Connecticut. 

“T know, 24% infection, oh, my 
gosh, but I think we have the tools 
now to continue living our life 
despite COVID, and I think we 
can continue living our life safely,” 
Lamont said Tuesday morning. 


Turn to Virus, Page 3 


State reports 1OK new cases 


Explaining a rise in hospitalizations 


Connecticut’s rise in COVID-19 hospitalizations comes despite the 
fact that the omicron variant, which is now dominant in the state, 
is believed to cause less severe illness in most patients. Dr. Ulysses 
Wu, Hartford HealthCare’s chief epidemiologist, has offered two 
explanations for this apparent contradiction: 


gw Many hospitalized patients became sick from the delta variant, 
which remains prevalent in much of the state. 
m As cases reach unprecedented levels, some level of 


hospitalization is inevitable. 


“More broadly for the population, we don’t have enough tests for everybody 
to get tested every day. But... if there’s symptoms, you probably ought to stay 
home regardless, test after five days, so you can... get back in the game.” 


Gov. Ned Lamont 





Out of COVID-19 tests before an 11 a.m. distribution was scheduled to begin, Sebastian Magnano, of the Ellington Police Department, turned away 
dozens of drivers lined up at the Maple Street entrance to the Ellington Senior Center. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


STATE DISTRIBUTES 
TESTS TO SCHOOLS 


By Seamus McAvoy 
Hartford Courant 


As school districts grapple with COVID-19- 
related absences among students and staff, help 
in the form of 670,000 at-home rapid tests were 
made available Tuesday to schools and child 
care providers across the state, Gov. Ned Lamont 


announced Tuesday. 


Fifty thousand tests, manufactured by iHealth 
Labs and FlowFlex, were earmarked for early 
child care providers. The remaining 620,000 were 
allocated to public and private K-12 schools. 

A total of 1 million tests will eventually be deliv- 
ered to Connecticut schools, Lamont said at a 


Demand 
continues 
to outpace 

supply in 

districts 
slammed 
by student 
and staff 
absences 


press conference Tuesday. 


“Tfthere’s some [symptoms] going on in aclass- 


municipalities. 


Turn to Tests, Page 3 


room, we can notify the parents, get [children] 
home, get a test for them, so you know that you 
can get back to school safely,’ Lamont said. “I want 
all of our teachers, paras and educators to know 
we’ve got tests to do the same thing as well.” 
School and child care providers will be able to 
distribute the tests at their own discretion, but 
several appear reticent to follow the “first come, 
first served” strategy used in recent days by 


Demand for tests still outpaces supply at testing 


Census 
confirms 
exodus 
from NY 


Connecticut likely 
benefited; experts 
say it’s just a blip 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut’s population 
rose imperceptibly in the past 
year, but it drew a rare influx 
of residents from other states, 
raising questions whether New 
Yorkers and others relocated to 
flee the pandemic. 

The state added just 5,337 
residents, an increase of 0.1% 
to its population of 3.6 million, 
from July 2020 to July 2021, 
according to the U.S. Census. 
Connecticut benefited from a 
net gain of 5,134 residents from 
other states, a tiny increase and 
the first since 2010. 

Thomas Cooke, of the 
University of Connecticut’s 
geography department, who 
researches local population 
change in the United States, 
said Connecticut generally 
grows through “positive inter- 
national migration.” From July 
2020 to July 2021, 4,583 resi- 
dents from outside the U.S. 
settled in Connecticut, notch- 
ing another gain in what’s been 
an annual source of population 
growth. 

“The movement of people 
right after the start of COVID 
was just a short-term blip,” 
Cooke said. 

The administration of 
Gov. Ned Lamont has touted 
what it calls a “significant net 
migration of new residents.” 
A spokesman for the state 
Department of Economic and 
Community Development 
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0.19%o 


The U.S. population grew in the 
past year by 0.1%, the lowest 
rate since the nation’s founding. 
The slow rate can be attributed 
to decreased net international 
migration, lower fertility and 
increased mortality due in part 
to COVID-19. 


Lamont, Senate Republicans propose competing tax cuts 


LAMONT’S PLAN: The 
governor wants to expand 
the state property tax 
credit, which could put 

a few hundred dollars or 
more back in the pockets of 
middle class residents. 


GOP PLAN: Republicans 
eye fast relief by cutting the 
sales tax and ending a food 
tax — moves that would 
save $315 million this year 
for all residents combined. 


Connecticut mother urges remote learning option 


A Meriden woman has started a petition seeking to give parents the option of keeping kids 
home for remote classes in the midst of a surge in COVID-19 cases. CONNECTICUT, PAGE 1 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — With a state 
budget surplus and an election in 
2022, both Gov. Ned Lamont and 
state legislators are already trying 
to outdo each other with proposed 
tax cuts. 

Senate Republicans on Tuesday 
called for quick relief by tempo- 
rarily cutting the state’s sales tax 
and eliminating an additional 1% 
tax on meals at restaurants and 


supermarkets starting on Feb. 15 
— soon after the legislative session 
begins. The total tax cut by Repub- 
licans would be $315 million for 
the remainder of the 2022 calen- 
dar year. 

Meanwhile, Lamont said he 
will push for expanding the state’s 
property tax credit during the 
upcoming session of the General 
Assembly. Lamont’s change could 
make more middle class residents 
eligible for a tax credit worth a few 
hundred dollars, or possibly more. 


LGU OLY wsssituinsesisnnns 
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Both Lamont and Republicans 
have been advocating for tax cuts 
at a time when the state budget 
surplus has surged beyond $900 
million during the current fiscal 
year. A record-breaking streak on 
Wall Street has poured hundreds of 
millions of dollars into state coffers 
in capital gains taxes that are tradi- 
tionally paid quarterly through the 
state income tax. 

During a conference call on 
Zoom with reporters Tuesday, 
Lamont said he expects to call for 
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increasing the property tax credit 
when he unveils his budget adjust- 
ments on Feb. 9. 

“Yes, it’s very likely,’ Lamont 
said Tuesday. “I’m going to try it 
again. I think it’s the right thing to 
do. I think the property tax hits the 
middle class really hard, and we’re 
going to get property tax relief 
through this next session.” 

The popular property tax credit 
has fluctuated up and down 


Turn to Taxes, Page 2 
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A martyr? Babbitt’s past tells a complex story 


By Michael Biesecker 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
first time Celeste Norris laid 
eyes on Ashli Babbitt, the 
future insurrectionist had just 
rammed her vehicle three 
times with an SUV and was 
pounding on the window, 
challenging her to a fight. 

Norris says the bad blood 
between them began in 
2015, when Babbitt engaged 
in a monthslong extramar- 
ital affair with Norris’ long- 
time live-in boyfriend. When 
she learned of the relation- 
ship, Norris called Babbitt’s 
husband and told him she 
was cheating. 

“She pulls up yelling and 
screaming,” Norris said in an 
exclusive interview with The 
Associated Press, recounting 
the July 29, 2016, road rage 
incident in Prince Freder- 
ick, Maryland. “It took mea 
good 30 seconds to figure out 
who she was. Just all sorts of 
expletives, telling me to get 
out of the car, that she was 
going to beat my ass.” 

Babbitt was later charged 
with numerous misdemean- 
ors. 

The attack on Norris is an 
example of erratic and some- 
times threatening behavior 
by Babbitt, who was shot by 
a police officer while at the 
vanguard of the Jan. 6 riot at 
the U.S. Capitol. 

Former President Donald 


Taxes 


from Page 1 


with the state’s economic 
fortunes over the terms of 
the past four governors. The 
credit peaked ata maximum 
of $500 under then-Gov. 
M. Jodi Rell. Currently, the 
credit has been reduced to 
a maximum of $200 with 
additional cutbacks in 
eligibility. Only senior citi- 
zens and those with depen- 
dents are now eligible for 
the credit. Previously, any 
residential property owner, 
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Trump and his supporters 
have sought to portray her 
as a righteous martyr who 
was unjustly killed. The offi- 
cer who shot her was cleared 
of any wrongdoing by two 
federal investigations. 

But the life of the Air Force 
veteran who died while wear- 
ing a Trump campaign flag 
wrapped around her shoul- 
ders is more complicated 
than the heroic portrait 
presented by Trump and his 
allies. 

In the months before her 
death, Babbitt had become 
consumed by pro-Trump 
conspiracy theories and 
posted angry screeds on 
social media. 

She also had a history of 
making violent threats. 

Babbitt, 35, was fatally shot 
while attempting to climb 
through the broken window 
of a barricaded door lead- 
ing to the Speaker’s Lobby 
inside the Capitol, where 
police officers were evacu- 
ating members of Congress 
from the mob supporting 
Trump’s false claim that the 
2020 presidential election 
was stolen. 

Her husband, Aaron, 
declined to comment in Octo- 
ber when areporter knocked 
on the door of the San Diego 
apartment he shared with 
Ashli and another woman. 

In a June interview with 
Tucker Carson of Fox News, 
Babbitt said he has been 


subject to income limits, 
could claim a dollar-for-dol- 
lar credit for taxes that they 
paid on their home or car. 
Even with the reduced 
eligibility, more than 400,000 
Connecticut households still 
qualified for the property 
tax credit in 2020, and they 
received an average of $155 
for a combined total of $63 
million in relief, according to 
the governor’s budget office. 
Republicans have long 
been in favor of increas- 
ing the property tax credit, 
but they said Tuesday that 
hiking the credit would take 
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sickened by some of what 
he has seen written about 
his deceased wife. “There’s 
never been a person who 
Ashli ran across in her daily 
life that didn’t love her,” 
Babbitt, 40, said. 

That is not how Norris 
viewed her. Court records 
involving the 2016 violent 
confrontation between 
Babbitt and Norris have 
previously been reported by 
media outlets. 

But Norris, now 39, agreed 
to speak about it publicly 
for the first time in an inter- 
view with the AP and shared 
previously unreported 
details. She also provided 
documents and photos from 
the crash scene to support 
her account. 

Norris was in a six-year 
relationship with Aaron 
Babbitt when she said 
she learned he was cheat- 
ing on her with a married 
co-worker from his job as a 
security guard at a nuclear 
power plant near the Ches- 
apeake Bay. 

She eventually found out 
the other woman was Ashli 
McEntee, who at the time 
went by the last name of her 
then-husband. 

Norris said she tried for a 
few months to salvage her 
relationship with Aaron 
Babbitt before finally decid- 
ing to move out of their 
house. 

Within days, Norris 


too long because most filers 
would not claim the credit 
until filing their taxes in April 
2023. 

Instead, they said the 
current 6.35% sales tax 
should be dropped to 5.99% 
next month to get money 
into consumers’ hands more 
quickly. 

“We want to provide 
relief now,” Senate Republi- 
can leader Kevin Kelly said 
during anews conference on 
a cold day outside the state 
Capitol in Hartford. 

Senate President Pro 
Tem Martin Looney of 
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said, Ashli 
moved in. 

A few 
weeks later, 
Norris was 
waiting at 
a stop sign 
in Prince 
Frederick, 
about an 
hour southeast of Washing- 
ton, when she says a white 
Ford Explorer passed her 
going the other direction. 

Norris saw the SUV pull- 
ing a U-turn before speeding 
up behind her. 

She recounts that the 
SUV’s driver began swerv- 
ing erratically, laying on the 
horn and attempting to pass 
a Chevrolet Suburban that 
was in between them on the 
narrow two-lane road. 

When the driver of the 
Chevy pulled over, Norris 
said the white Ford SUV 
accelerated and rammed 
into her rear bumper. She 
said the SUV rammed her a 
second time and then a third, 
all while the vehicles contin- 
ued to roll down the road. 

After Norris dialed 911, 
an emergency dispatcher 
advised her to pull over to 
the shoulder and stop. 

As she waited for help, 
Babbitt got out of her vehicle 
and came up to Norris’ driv- 
er’s-side window, banging on 
the glass. 

A case report from the 
Calvert County Sheriff’s 





Babbitt 


New Haven said Democrats 
would offer their own tax 
plans in the coming weeks. 
“Our enacted state budget 
is already assisting Connecti- 
cut’s working families by 
increasing the state’s earned 
income tax credit, enhancing 
payments to cities and towns 
for public education, provid- 
ing a substantial boost in 
grants through our Payment 
in Lieu of Taxes program 
(PILOT), and supporting 
social services upon which 
many families rely,’ Looney 
said. “Democrats have also 
built more progressivity into 
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Office obtained by the AP 
shows Ashli Babbitt was 
issued a criminal summons 
on charges of reckless endan- 
germent, a misdemeanor 
punishable by up to five years 
in prison and a $5,000 fine. 
She was also charged with 
malicious destruction of 
property for the damage to 
Norris’ vehicle. 

Court records show those 
charges were later updated 
to include traffic offenses — 
reckless driving, negligent 
driving and failure to control 
a vehicle’s speed to avoid a 
collision. 

Photos from the scene 
provided to the AP by Norris 
show Babbitt’s white Ford 
Explorer with its front 
bumper smashed in. The 
SUV’s grill is also pushed 
in and the hood dented. 
The rear bumper of Norris’ 
Escape is pushed in on the 
passenger side, with the 
detached Maryland license 
plate from the front bumper 
of Babbitt’s SUV wedged into 
it. 

Norris later got a judi- 
cial order that barred Ashli 
Babbitt from attempting 
to contact Norris, commit- 
ting further acts of violence 
against her and going to her 
home or workplace. 

In the weeks after the 
incident, Norris said Babbitt 
falsely claimed to authori- 
ties that the collisions had 
occurred when Norris 


our tax code over the years.” 

Lamont recently boosted 
the earned income tax 
credit, which has been 
supported in the past by 
both Republicans and 
Democrats. But Republi- 
cans were concerned that 
Lamont had retroactively 
boosted the credit for the 
2021 calendar year without 
a vote by the legislature and 
without any input by Repub- 
licans. 

“We just dramatically 
increased the earned income 
tax credit,’ Lamont told 
reporters. “I want to make 


repeatedly backed her vehi- 
cle into Babbitt’s SUV. 

But when the case went 
to trial, Norris said, Babbitt 
changed her story, admit- 
ting under oath that she had 
collided with Norris’ vehicle 
but portraying it as an acci- 
dent. 

No transcript from the 
hearing was available, but 
Norris said the lawyer 
defending Babbitt made 
repeated references to her 
employment at the local 
nuclear power plant and 
years of military service, 
which included deployments 
to Iraq and Afghanistan. A 
judge acquitted Babbitt on 
the criminal charges. 

In February 2017, records 
show Norris asked for and 
received a second peace 
order against Ashli Babbitt, 
citing ongoing harassment 
and stalking. 

“T lived in fear because I 
didn’t know what she was 
capable of,’ Norris told the 
AP. “I was constantly look- 
ing over my shoulder.” 

In 2019, Norris filed a 
personal injury lawsuit 
against Ashli Babbitt, seek- 
ing $74,500 in damages, and 
she said she settled out of 
court with Babbitt’s insur- 
ance carrier for an undis- 
closed sum. 

By then, Aaron and Ashli 
had moved to California, 
where she grew up and still 
had family. 


sure that we reward work.” 

Lamont will use $75 
million in federal money to 
pay for the earned credit, 
and about 200,000 mostly 
low-income Connecticut 
households would receive 
an average of about $377 
under the plan. 

To be eligible, married 
couples with no children 
can earn up to $27,380 per 
year. Couples with two chil- 
dren can earn as much as 
$53,865 and those with three 
or more qualifying children 
can earn as much as $57,000 
per year. 


* LOTTERY 
Tuesday, Jan. 4 
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The late lotto numbers were not 
drawn in time for this edition. For 
results, please visit courant.com/ 
lottery. 


MONDAY’S LATE NUMBERS 

PLAY3 NIGHT 

O O 2weB:6 

PLAY4 NIGHT 

489 4we:7 

CASH 5 

3 7 23 29 35 

LUCKY FOR LIFE 

7 12 19 22 30LB:1 

Friday’s est. Lotto jackpot: $2.8 million 
Tonight’s est. Powerball jackpot: $610 
million 
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State to begin accepting pot shop applications 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


The state Department of 
Consumer Protection will 
begin accepting the first 
applications for certain 
adult-use cannabis estab- 
lishment license types in 
early February. 

On Tuesday, a panel 
establishing a framework 
for the sale of legal mari- 
juana in Connecticut also 
approved criteria to ensure 
that Black and other 
underserved communities 
targeted by government’s 
war on drugs have access 
to the lucrative market. 

The Social Equity Coun- 
cil approved a workforce 
development plan, proof 
of residency and income 
requirements, ownership 
control rules and other 
regulations. 

“Today is a huge deal,” 
said Ginne-Rae Clay, 
interim executive director 


TesT Kits | 


of the council. 

On Tuesday the depart- 
ment said that 56 first- 
round licenses will be 
available for retailers, 
micro-cultivators, delivery 
service, food and beverage 
businesses, manufacturers, 
transporters and others. 
They are evenly split among 
social equity and general 
licenses. 

Applications for social 
equity cultivator licenses 
located in areas that are 
considered “disproportion- 
ately impacted” will have a 
one-time 90-day applica- 
tion period beginning Feb. 
3 and ending May 4. 

The Department of 
Consumer Protection will 
schedule several lotteries 
and announce the number 
of available licenses before 
each application round. 

The General Assem- 
bly and Gov. Ned Lamont 
last year enacted legisla- 
tion legalizing adult use 


of cannabis and included 
key provisions to address 
long-standing inequities. 
The law includes a “social 
equity” provision intended 
to provide those hurt by the 
prohibition of marijuana an 
expedited opportunity to 
enter the potentially lucra- 
tive cannabis market. 

Criteria approved by the 
council include require- 
ments for Connecti- 
cut-based workforce 
training programs to 
support business startups. 
It anticipates at least 51% 
of those served to be indi- 
viduals who live in areas 
disproportionately affected 
by the government’s war on 
drugs and Black and other 
communities of color. 

The state also will require 
cannabis businesses to 
prove they plan to hire 
workers, boost skills and 
define “career pathways.” 

It defines a social equity 
applicant as a business seek- 


ing a license for a cannabis 
establishment that’s at least 
65% owned and controlled 
by an individual or indi- 
viduals who had an aver- 
age household income of 
less than 300% of the state 
median household income, 
which was about $74,000 in 
2021, over three years. 

The agency said it 
expects to open a second 
lottery application period 
for most license types in the 
second half of the year. 

DCP will schedule a social 
equity lottery and a general 
lottery. Applicants selected 
in the social equity lottery 
are subject to review by the 
Social Equity Council. 

The DCP and Social 
Equity Council will review 
and vet applications that are 
randomly selected through 
the lottery. 


Stephen Singer can be 
reached at ssinger 
(@courant.com. 





A sign outside the entrance to the Ellington Senior Center announces the center’s lack of tests just minutes after an 11 a.m. 
distribution was scheduled to begin. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 
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and distribution sites state- 
wide. Schools, meanwhile, 
still don’t have enough tests 
for every student and staff 
member. 

The state Department 
of Education advises using 
the tests to screen symp- 
tomatic students and staff, 
test students and staff with 
direct exposure to COVID- 
19, or to test entire classes 
if several students are sick. 

Dr. Alan Bookman, 
superintendent of Glaston- 
bury Public Schools, said 
his district is limiting test 
availability to symptomatic 
students. 

“Tf we find we have ample 
tests to do it, the next line 
would be those students 
who are living in a house- 
hold where a member has 
COVID,” Bookman said. 
“But on day one, we want to 
concentrate on those who 
have had the symptoms.” 

Schools will either send 
the tests home with the 
symptomatic student, or 
call the student’s parent or 
guardian to pick up the test 
from the school. Schools 
cannot test students without 
parent or guardian consent. 

Glastonbury schools 
acquired 2,600 test kits (each 
with one test) for students, 
and 860 single tests for 
adults. 

Buildings and grounds 
staff with Hartford Public 
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says 22,691 address change 
requests were submitted to 
the U.S. Postal Service over 
18 months through June. 

Anecdotes’ have 
abounded about New York- 
ers who headed to open 
spaces of western Connecti- 
cut and elsewhere to escape 
COVID-19. Home sales 
in Litchfield County and 
New York’s Hudson Valley 
soared as weekend homes 
became permanent. 

Cooke discounted much 
of it as temporary reloca- 
tions by out-of-staters into 
second homes or moving in 
for a spell with family. 

Similarly, after the terror- 
ist attacks of 9/11, many 
New Yorkers left, believ- 


Schools picked up more than 
8,100 test kits from the state’s 
distribution center in New 
Britain, one of five located 
across Connecticut. 

Those kits will arrive at 
Hartford schools begin- 
ning Wednesday, accord- 
ing to John Fergus, a district 
spokesperson, followed by 
communication to families 
on how they'll be prioritized. 

In West Hartford, tests 
were received and will 
be made available “in the 
coming days,’ Superinten- 
dent Tom Moore said in a 
statement. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, Presi- 
dent Joe Biden’s top medical 
adviser, has said he antici- 
pates the omicron variant’s 
surge to peak sometime in 
late January. 

Demand for testing will 
likely peak around the same 
time: students and staff who 
have had COVID-19 do not 
need to test again for 90 days 
after exposure, according to 
the state. 

“More broadly for the 
population, we don’t have 
enough tests for everybody 
to get tested every day,” 
Lamont said Tuesday. “But 
... If there’s symptoms, you 
probably ought to stay home 
regardless, test after five 
days, so you can... get back in 
the game.” 


Schools hit with 
absences: The test deliv- 
ery comes as the number of 
student and staff absentees 
reached new highs Monday, 


ing they were unsafe, he 
said. “Six months later they 
moved back to New York 
City,’ Cooke said. 

Connecticut’s growth has 
generally been in “positive 
international migration,” 
with more people arriving 
from other countries than 
leaving, he said. 

Before the pandemic, 
from 2011 to 2020, 
Connecticut lost an average 
of nearly 22,000 residents 
a year in net out-migration, 
for a cumulative loss of 
more than 219,000, accord- 
ing to the Census. Cooke 
said such a population loss 
is “not a great thing, but it 
is also far from the implica- 
tion of an exodus of some 
sort.” 

In contrast, Connecticut 
drew more than 146,000 
residents in net migration 


with little or no improve- 
ment on Tuesday. 

About 5,200 Hartford 
Public Schools students were 
absent Monday, Fergus said 
— an absence rate of 32.5%. 
It’s a marked increase from 
the district’s absence rate 
in the weeks leading up to 
the holiday break, which 
had been hovering around 
12-13%. 

More kids typically miss 
school in the days after New 
Year’s and before Three 
Kings Day, Fergus noted, but 
Monday’s numbers reflect 
surging cases and absentees 
statewide. 

About 18% of students 
missed school on Monday 
in Milford, a district spokes- 
person said. Twelve percent 
of students missed school 
in Glastonbury on Monday, 
with similar numbers on 
Tuesday. 

The crisis includes staff 
members: in Waterbury 
schools, more than 340 staff 
members stayed home for 
the second day in a row, a 
district spokesperson said. 

Close to 500 staff 
members, most of whom 
are teachers, were absent 
from New Haven schools 
on Monday. The district has 
managed to scrape by this 
despite nearly one-fifth of 
the district’s bus drivers call- 
ing out sick with help from 
neighboring communities. 

In Ansonia, classes are 
closed through Friday with 
about one-quarter of staff 
members out. 


from outside the U.S. from 
2010 to 2020, an average of 
more than 13,000 a year. 

The US. population grew 
in the past year by 392,665, 
or 0.1%, the lowest rate 
since the nation’s found- 
ing, the Census said. The 
slow rate of growth can 
be attributed to decreased 
net international migra- 
tion, lower fertility and 
increased mortality due 
in part to COVID-19, the 
federal government said. 

Chris Haynes, a Univer- 
sity of New Haven politi- 
cal scientist who focuses 
on immigration and migra- 
tion, said slow population 
growth in the Northeast is 
not new. 

“Tt’s been minuscule over 
10 years,” he said. “It’s not 
that surprising Connecti- 
cut would stay in line with 


Not every absence is 
necessarily due to infection 
or symptoms from COVID- 
19, but schools are clearly 
feeling the brunt of the 23.9% 
daily positivity rate reported 
by the state on Tuesday. 

“T used to be alittle dismis- 
sive of infection rates as not 
a leading indicator,” Lamont 
said Tuesday, referring to his 
team’s emphasis on hospital- 
izations instead. “I pay a lot 
more attention to [infection 
rates] now, because of work- 
force.” 

Public health officials 
maintain that in-school 
transmission of COVID-19 
remains low. But with cases 
tearing through staff and the 
student body alike, union 
leaders called on the state 
Monday to enforce more 
strict safety protocols. 

Their demands include 
free testing, temperature 
screening students before 
entry, and mandated use of 
N95 masks. 

“These are good ideas,” 
Lamont said Tuesday, noting 
that many of the proto- 
cols have been options for 
schools to voluntarily follow 
throughout the pandemic. 

Project COVID DeteCT, a 
program for free weekly test- 
ing among students, is still 
available to schools, added 
Department of Public Health 
commissioner Dr. Manisha 
Juthani. 


Seamus McAvoy may be 
reached at smcavoy@ 
courant.com 


those trends, especially 
with COVID hanging 
around.” 

Several factors are 
at work, Haynes said: a 
decrease in net interna- 
tional migration due to 
policies of then-Presi- 
dent Donald Trump and 
the increased difficulty 
and expenses to migrate, 
reduced fertility leading 
to a declining population 
over the last decade of chil- 
dren up to age 18 and higher 
mortality. 

“It’s an aging state with 
a declining birth rate,” 
Haynes said. 

The 37,646 deaths in 
Connecticut between 
July 2020 and July 2021 
outnumbered births by 
nearly 5,000. 

Four of the 10 states 
with the biggest popula- 


Virus 


from Page 1 


“Twenty-four percent 
infection rate is lousy 
and may get worse before 
it gets better. But we 
have the tools in place, 
provided you take advan- 
tage of the tools ... to keep 
you safe and keep going 
about our lives.” 

COVID-19- cases 
and hospitalizations in 
Connecticut have surged 
in recent weeks as cold 
weather has pushed gath- 
erings indoors and the 
omicron variant has spread 
through the state. As of 
Tuesday, Connecticut had 
1,562 patients hospitalized 
with COVID-19, up 110 
from Monday and the most 
at a time since May 1, 2020. 

Hartford HealthCare 
officials said Tuesday that 
the number of patients in 
intensive care units and 
on ventilators has not 
increased quite as quickly, 
a sign that most COVID-19 
patients are not as sick as 
those in earlier waves. 

Some patients hospital- 
ized with COVID-19 were 
admitted for other reasons 
before testing positive for 
the disease, officials said. 

“Even though our hospi- 
talized numbers are higher, 
our ICU and ventilated 
numbers are much lower 
as compared to last year,’ 
Dr. Ulysses Wu, Hartford 
HealthCare’s chief epide- 
miologist said. 

Nevertheless, Dr. 
Kenneth Robinson, chair- 
man of emergency medi- 
cine at Hartford Hospital, 
said the hospital’s emer- 
gency room has seen a 
25-30% increase in daily 
patients over recent 
weeks, stretching staff and 
resources. 

“Generally we average 
about 300 patients a day, 
and over the last week to 
10 days we are averag- 
ing about 400 patients a 
day,” he said. “So a really 
significant increase in the 
number of patients coming 
to the Hartford Hospital 
emergency department 
each day.” 

In response, Robin- 
son said, the hospital has 
prioritized treatment for 
patients with the most 
serious health issues. 

“The highest acuity 
patients will not wait?’ he 
said. 

As of Monday, 68% of 
patients hospitalized with 
COVID-19 statewide were 
unvaccinated, according 
to official numbers. That 
figure does not include 
people who received their 
initial vaccination but not 
a booster. 

Connecticut’s rise in 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
comes despite the fact 
that the omicron variant, 
which is now dominant 
in the state, is believed to 
cause less severe illness in 
most patients. Wu offered 
two explanations for this 
apparent contradiction: 

Many hospitalized 
patients became sick from 
the delta variant, which 
remains prevalent in much 
of the state. 

As cases reach unprec- 
edented levels, some 
level of hospitalization is 
inevitable. 

“Just by the sheer 


number of cases you’re 
going to have an increase 
in hospitalizations as well,” 
Wu said. 


Cases and 
positivity rate 


Connecticut reported 
10,602 new COVID-19 
cases Tuesday out of 
44,449 tests, for a daily 
positivity rate of 23.95%, 
surpassing Monday as the 
highest single-day rate 
since widespread testing 
began. The state’s seven- 
day positivity rate now 
stands at 21.1%, the high- 
est of any time in the past 
18 months. 

The 10,602 cases 
Connecticut reported 
Tuesday are the most in 
a single day at any time 
during the pandemic, 
surpassing a record previ- 
ously set last Thursday. 
The state has now aver- 
aged 7,072 daily COVID-19 
cases over the past week, 
up from an average of 337 
just two months ago. 

Unvaccinated residents 
have been about three times 
as likely to test positive in 
recent weeks as vaccinated 
residents, according to state 
numbers. 

All eight Connecticut 
counties — along with 
nearly the rest of the 
country — are currently 
recording “high” levels 
of COVID-19 transmis- 
sion as defined by the 
federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
With this level of trans- 
mission, the CDC advises 
people to wear a mask in 
public indoor settings. 


Deaths 


Connecticut reports 
COVID-19 deaths on 
Thursdays. Last week, the 
state recorded 83 deaths, 
bringing its total during 
the pandemic to 9,160. 

As COVID-19 cases 
and hospitalizations have 
surged in Connecticut over 
recent weeks, deaths have 
risen but still remain far 
below the levels recorded 
last winter. 

The United States has 
now recorded 828,344 
COVID-19 deaths, accord- 
ing to the Coronavirus 
Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University. 


Vaccinations 


As of Tuesday, 88.6% 
of all Connecticut resi- 
dents and 95% of those 
12 and older had received 
at least one COVID-19 
vaccine dose, while 74.6% 
of all residents and 83.6% 
of those 12 and older were 
fully vaccinated, according 
to the CDC. 

Additionally, about 
41.6% of fully vaccinated 
Connecticut residents 18 
or older have received a 
booster dose. 

The CDC warns that 
booster shots are some- 
times misclassified as first 
doses, likely inflating the 
reported number of first- 
dose coverage and under- 
stating the true number of 
people who have received 
boosters. 


Alex Putterman can be 
reached at aputterman@ 
courant.com. 


“Twenty-four percent infection rate is 
lousy and may get worse before it gets 
better. But we have the tools in place, 
provided you take advantage of the 
tools ... to keep you safe and keep going 


about our lives.” 


Gov. Ned Lamont 


tion declines between July 
2020 and July 2021 are in 
the Northeast: New Jersey, 
New York, Massachusetts 
and Pennsylvania. New 
York lost 319,020 residents, 
the largest among the states. 
Its declining population in 
the last year was attributed 
to 352,185 residents moving 
out. 

As in the past, the South 
and West gained popula- 
tion. Texas had the largest 
increase, 310,288, a 1.1% 
rise, and Idaho posted the 
fastest annual gain, growing 
by 2.9%, or 53,151, this year. 

Before COVID-19 swept 
through early last year, 
population moves from 
Connecticut were politi- 
cized, with Republicans 
blaming high taxes imposed 
by Democrats who domi- 
nate the legislature. Demo- 


crats cited other factors 
such as retirees leaving for 
warm-weather states and 
longstanding problems 
of Connecticut’s cities to 
attract young people. 

Connecticut’s popula- 
tion gain for the year slowed 
from the past decade, when 
it increased by 0.9%, the 
fourth slowest among the 
states and the weakest in 
the Northeast. 

The state’s 3.6 million 
residents were 31,847 more 
than in the 2010 census, up 
0.9%. Connecticut, which 
ranked 47th in percent 
change, was followed by 
Illinois, Mississippi and 
West Virginia, which each 
lost population. 


Stephen Singer can be 
reached at ssinger 
(@courant.com. 
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Case counts may y be limited metric 


Some experts say 
focus should be on 
hospital admissions 


By Carla K. Johnson 


Associated Press 


The explosive increase 
in U.S. coronavirus case 
counts is raising alarm, but 
some experts believe the 
focus should instead be on 
COVID-19 hospital admis- 
sions. And those aren’t 
climbing as fast. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, for 
one, said Sunday on ABC 
that with many infections 
causing few or no symptoms, 
“7t is much more relevant to 
focus on the hospitaliza- 
tions as opposed to the total 
number of cases.” 

Other experts argue that 
case counts still have value. 

In an address to the 
nation, President Joe Biden 
urged concern but not alarm 
Tuesday as the U.S. set new 
records for daily reported 
COVID-19 cases, and his 
administration struggled 
to ease concerns about 
testing shortages, school 
closures and other disrup- 
tions caused by the surging 
omicron variant. 

Speaking ahead of a 
meeting with his COVID- 
19 response team at the 
White House, Biden looked 
both to convey his admin- 
istration’s urgency toward 
addressing the new variant 
and to convince wary Amer- 
icans that the current surge 
bears little resemblance to 
the onset of the pandemic 
or last year’s deadly winter. 
The president emphasized 
that vaccines, booster shots 
and therapeutic drugs have 
mitigated the danger for 
the overwhelming majority 
of Americans who are fully 
vaccinated. 

“You can still get COVID, 
but it’s highly unlikely, very 
unlikely, that you’ll become 
seriously ill?’ Biden said of 
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People wait for a COVID-19 test Tuesday in Los Angeles. The omicron variant has driven a surge in testing. JAEC. HONG/AP 


vaccinated people. 

“There’s no excuse, 
there’s no excuse for anyone 
being unvaccinated,” he 
added. “This continues to 
be a pandemic of the unvac- 
cinated.” 

As the super-contagious 
omicron variant rages across 
the country, new COVID- 
19 cases per day have more 
than tripled over the past 
two weeks, reaching a 
record-shattering average of 
480,000. Schools, hospitals 
and airlines are struggling 
as infected workers go into 
isolation. 

But compared to last 
year, more Americans are 
employed, most kids are in 
classrooms, and instances 


of death and serious illness 
are down precipitously so 
among the vaccinated. 
“We’re in a very differ- 
ent place than we were a 
year ago,’ said White House 
press secretary Jen Psaki 
when asked if the country 
had lost control of the virus. 
Meanwhile, hospital 
admissions averaged 14,800 
per day last week, up 63% 
from the week before, but 
still short of the peak of 
16,500 per day a year ago, 
when the vast majority of 
the U.S. was unvaccinated. 
Deaths have been stable 
over the past two weeks at 
an average of about 1,200 per 
day, well below the all-time 
high of 3,400 last January. 


Trump, allies crank up 
political operation again 


Former president 
tries to tighten grip 
on GOP, its donors 


By Kenneth P. Vogel 
and Shane Goldmacher 
The New York Times 


Donald Trump and his 
allies are scheduling events 
and raising money for initia- 
tives intended to make the 
former president a central 
player in the midterm elec- 
tions, and possibly to set the 
stage for another run for the 
White House. 

He and groups allied with 
him are planning policy 
summits, more rallies and 
an elaborate forum next 
month at his Mar-a-Lago 
resort for candidates he has 
endorsed and donors who 
give as much as $125,000 
per person to a pro-Trump 
super PAC. 

The efforts seem intended 
to reinforce the former pres- 
ident’s grip on the Republi- 
can Party and its donors 
amid questions about 
whether Trump will seek 
the party’s nomination again 
or settle into arole asa king- 
maker. 

Taken together, the 
pro-Trump groups form 
a sort of shadow politi- 





Former New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo resigned in 
August. SETH WENIG/AP 2021 


cal party that could help 
start another presidential 
campaign and, if that were 
successful, shape his admin- 
istration. 

They include Trump’s 
own PACs, which amassed 
more than $100 million by 
last summer, employ an 
overlapping roster of former 
top officials from his admin- 
istration and have signaled 
that they intend to embrace 
policies and candidates 
supported by Trump. 

The groups have also 
helped reinforce his prop- 
erties as a center of Repub- 
lican power, holding events 
at Mar-a-Lago in Palm 
Beach, Florida, and at the 
Trump National Golf Club 
in Bedminster, New Jersey. 
Trump has welcomed to the 
clubs a stream of Republi- 
cans seeking his political 
blessing, issuing nearly 100 
endorsements to aligned 
candidates, including chal- 
lengers to GOP incumbents 
who voted for Trump’s 
impeachment or supported 
the certification of his loss to 
President Joe Biden in the 
2020 election. 

The candidate forum 
at Mar-a-Lago is being 
planned for Feb. 23 by a 
super PAC run by some of 
Trump’s closest allies called 


Make America Great Again, 
Again! Inc., according to an 
email to donors from Roy 
Bailey, a Texas businessman 
and Republican fundraiser. 

“There will be an all-day 
candidate forum with back- 
to-back speeches from the 
endorsed candidates and 
familiar faces in the Trump 
orbit,” wrote Bailey, who 
was a leading fundraiser 
for Trump’s campaigns 
and inaugural committee, 
then registered to lobby his 
administration. “We want 
those who attend to leave 
thinking that it was the best 
political event they have 
ever attended.” 

Donors who raise 
$375,000 will be invited toa 
private dinner with Trump. 

Bailey noted that the 
PAC’s national finance 
director was Kimberly Guil- 
foyle, who is dating Trump’s 
son Donald Trump Jr., and 
that its board included Pam 
Bondi, the former Flor- 
ida attorney general who 
advised Trump during his 
first impeachment; Richard 
Grenell, who was Trump’s 
ambassador to Germany 
and acting head of national 
intelligence; and Matthew 
Whitaker, who was acting 
attorney general. 

The forum is for federal 


Public health experts 
suspect that those numbers, 
taken together, reflect the 
vaccine’s continued effec- 
tiveness at preventing seri- 
ous illness, even against 
omicron, as well as the 
possibility that the variant 
does not make most people 
as sick as earlier versions. 

Omicron accounted 
for 95% of new coronavi- 
rus infections in the USS. 
last week, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion reported Tuesday, in 
another indication of how 
astonishingly fast the vari- 
ant has spread since it was 
first detected in South Africa 
in late November. 

Dr. Wafaa El-Sadr, direc- 


tor of ICAP, a global health 
center at Columbia Univer- 
sity, said the case count does 
not appear to be the most 
important number now. 

Instead, she said, the U.S. 
at this stage of the pandemic 
should be “shifting our 
focus, especially in an era 
of vaccination, to really 
focus on preventing illness, 
disability and death, and 
therefore counting those.” 

Daily case counts and 
their ups and downs have 
been one of the most closely 
watched barometers during 
the outbreak and have been 
areliable early warning sign 
of severe disease and death 
in previous coronavirus 
waves. 
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But they have long been 
considered an imperfect 
measure, in part because 
they consist of primarily 
of laboratory-confirmed 
cases of COVID-19, not the 
actual number of infections 
out there, which is almost 
certainly many times higher. 

The daily case counts 
are also subject to wild 
swings. The number of new 
cases recorded on Monday 
topped an unprecedented 
1 million, a figure that may 
reflect cases that had been 
held up by reporting delays 
over the holiday weekend. 
The seven-day rolling aver- 
age is considered more reli- 
able. 

Also, the skyrocketing 
increase reflects, at least in 
part, an omicron-induced 
stampede among many 
Americans to get tested 
before holiday gatherings, 
and new testing require- 
ments at workplaces and 
at restaurants, theaters and 
other sites. 

Still, health experts are 
not prepared to do away 
with case counts. 

Ali Mokdad, a professor 
of health metrics sciences 
at the University of Wash- 
ington in Seattle, said that 
for each new infection 
detected, the U.S. is missing 
two cases. But he said track- 
ing the number of positive 
test results is still important 
as omicron makes its way 
across the land. 

Case numbers can point 
to future hot spots and 
indicate whether a wave 
of infection has peaked, 
Mokdad said. 

“To give up on knowing if 
cases are going up or down, 
it’s flying blind. How can we 
as a country not know the 
epidemic curve for infec- 
tion?” Mokdad said. If test- 
ing has lost its relevance, 
he said, it is because the 
U.S. never developed a way 
to consistently and reliably 
monitor infections. 


Donald Trump merchandise is seen inside a store Tuesday at Trump Tower in New York City. 
Trump and his allies may be eyeing another run for the White House. SPENCER PLATT/GETTY 


candidates endorsed by 
Trump. It is not clear how 
many of them intend to 
attend. But some, includ- 
ing Harriet Hageman, who 
is mounting a primary 
challenge against Rep. Liz 
Cheney of Wyoming, one of 
Trump’s harshest Republi- 
can critics, and Kelly Tshi- 
baka, who is running in 
the primary against Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, 
have been asked to hold the 
date, according to a person 
familiar with the planning 
who was not authorized to 
discuss it. 

Still, Trump’s political 
activities have generated 
some grumbling within his 


circle of supporters. 

One donor who had 
supported Trump’s 
campaigns said he was 
leery about donating to 
Make America Great Again, 
Again! because of concerns 
that the money would be 
wasted. Citing events at the 
former president’s proper- 
ties, the donor, who insisted 
on anonymity to avoid 
antagonizing Trump and 
his allies, said he declined 
invitations to the February 
candidate forum and to a 
$125,000-a-plate fundrais- 
ing dinner with Trump held 
by the super PAC last month 
at Mar-a-Lago. 

Other donors and party 


leaders worry about the 
damage that could be 
done by Trump’s backing 
of primary challenges to 
Republicans who pushed 
back against his false claims 
that the election was stolen. 

Trump’s team also has 
continued fundraising 
voraciously online for vari- 
ous PACs that he directly 
controls, compiling a war 
chest of more than $100 
million last summer, and 
his team has continued 
financing campaign-style 
rallies. He has plans for one 
in Arizona this month and 
more to follow, according to 
a person familiar with the 
matter. 


Prosecutor drops groping charge against ex-NY Gov. Cuomo 


By Michael Hill 
and Marina Villeneuve 
Associated Press 


ALBANY, N-Y. — Former 
New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo won’t face criminal 
prosecution over an alle- 
gation that he fondled an 
aide, after a prosecutor said 
Tuesday he was dropping 
the case because he couldn’t 
prove it. 

Three days before the 
Democratic ex-gover- 
nor was due to answer 
the misdemeanor charge 


in court, Albany County 
District Attorney David 
Soares said he was asking 
that a criminal complaint 
that the county sheriff filed 
in October be dismissed. 
“While we found the 
complainant in this case 
cooperative and credible, 
after review of all the avail- 
able evidence, we have 
concluded that we cannot 
meet our burden at trial,” 
Soares said in a statement, 
adding that he was “deeply 
troubled” by the allegation. 
Soares, a Democrat, 


had previously suggested 
that the forcible touching 
complaint was problematic. 
“While many have an 
opinion regarding the alle- 
gations against the former 
governor, the Albany County 
DA’s Office is the only one 
who has a burden to prove 
the elements of a crime 
beyond areasonable doubt,” 
Soares said Monday. 
Cuomo, who has vehe- 
mently denied the allega- 
tion, had no immediate 
comment on the develop- 
ment. It was first reported by 


The Times-Union of Albany. 

The complaint did not 
name the woman, but she 
has identified herself as Brit- 
tany Commisso. She was one 
of Cuomo’s executive assis- 
tants before he resigned 
amid sexual misconduct 
allegations in August. 

Commisso says Cuomo 
slid his hand up her blouse 
and grabbed her breast 
when they were alone in 
an office at the governor’s 
mansion in late 2020. 

Her testimony was 
included in a report, 


released in August by 
Democratic state Attorney 
General Letitia James, that 
concluded Cuomo sexually 
harassed 11 women. Cuomo 
announced his resignation a 
week after the release of the 
report, which he said is inac- 
curate and biased. 

The development in 
Albany comes after two 
prosecutors in the New York 
City suburbs announced last 
month that Cuomo would 
not face criminal charges for 
allegations involving other 
women. 
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House panel to go 
public with 35,000 
pages of records 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
They’ve interviewed more 
than 300 witnesses, collected 
tens of thousands of docu- 
ments and traveled around 
the country to talk to election 
officials who were pressured 
by Donald Trump. 

Now, after six months of 
intense work, the House 
committee investigating the 
Jan. 6 insurrection is prepar- 
ing to go public. 

In the coming months, 
members of the panel will 
start to reveal their find- 
ings against the backdrop 
of the former president and 
his allies’ persistent efforts 
to whitewash the riots and 
reject suggestions that he 
helped instigate them. The 
committee also faces the 
burden of trying to persuade 
the American public that 
their conclusions are fact- 
based and credible. 

But the nine lawmakers 
— seven Democrats and two 
Republicans — are united in 
their commitment to tell the 
full story of Jan. 6, and they 
are planning televised hear- 
ings and reports that will 
bring their findings out into 
the open. 

Their goal is not only to 
show the severity of the 
riot, but also to make a clear 
connection between the 
attack and Trump’s brazen 
pressure on the states and 
Congress to overturn Joe 
Biden’s legitimate election 
as president. 

“The full picture is coming 
to light, despite President 
Trump’s ongoing efforts 
to hide the picture,” said 
Wyoming Rep. Liz Cheney, 
the committee’s vice chair- 
woman and one of its two 
Republican members. 

While the fundamental 
facts of Jan. 6 are known, the 
committee says the extraor- 
dinary trove of material they 


on America’s Best-Selling Windows 


TY 


INCLUDING GLAS 
BRE 


nit 


AKAGE 





§60-512-8496 


CONSULTANTS AND INSTALLERS FOLLOW CDC SAFETY GUIDELINES 
Serving most of the state of Connecticut 


This Window World® Franchise is independently owned and operated by Window World of Connecticut LLC under license from Window World Inc. CT Lic. #607051 “See your Window World sales 
representative for more information about our guaranteed lowest pricing and paying up to 50% less than the price of our main competitors. *0% APR financing with approved credit through Wells Fargo Bank. 





FREE TRIPLE-PANE UPGRADE 





Hartford Courant | Section! | Wednesday, January 5,2022 5 


ie a Oe ee 








| picture is coming to light’ 


House members gather June 30 to vote on creation of a select committee to investigate the deadly Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP 


have collected — 35,000 
pages of records so far, 
including texts, emails and 
phone records from people 
close to Trump — is flesh- 
ing out critical details of the 
worst attack on the Capitol in 
two centuries, which played 
out on live television. 

They hope to fill in the 
blanks about the prepara- 
tions before the attack, the 
financing behind the Jan. 6 
rally that preceded it and the 
White House campaign to 
overturn the 2020 election. 
They are also investigating 
what Trump was doing as his 
supporters fought their way 
into the Capitol. 

True accountability may 
be fleeting. 

Congressional investiga- 
tions are not criminal cases 
and lawmakers cannot dole 
out punishments. Even as 
the committee works, Trump 
and his allies continue to 
push lies about election 
fraud while working to place 
similarly minded officials at 
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all levels of state and local 
government. 

“I think that the chal- 
lenge that we face is that the 
attacks on our democracy 
are continuing — they didn’t 
come to an end on Jan. 6,” 
said another panel member, 
Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif, 
also chairman of the House 
Intelligence Committee. 

Still, the lawmakers hope 
they can present the public 
with a thorough accounting 
that captures what could 
have been “an even more 
serious and deeper consti- 
tutional crisis,’ as Cheney 
put it. 

The committee is up 
against the clock. Republi- 
cans could disband the inves- 
tigation if they win the House 
majority in November. The 
committee’s final report is 
expected before then. 

In the hearings, which 
could start in the coming 
weeks, the committee wants 
to “bring the people who 
conducted the elections to 
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Washington and tell their 
story,’ said the panel’s chair- 
man, Rep. Bennie Thompson, 
D-Miss. Their testimony, he 
said, will further debunk 
Trump’s claims of election 
fraud. 

The committee has inter- 
viewed several election offi- 
cials in battleground states, 
including Arizona, Georgia, 
Michigan and Pennsylva- 
nia, about Trump’s pressure 
campaign. 

The panel also is focusing 
on the preparations for the 
Jan. 6 rally near the White 
House where Trump told his 
supporters to “fight like hell” 
— and how the rioters may 
have planned to block the 
electoral count if they had 
been able to get their hands 
on the electoral ballots. 

They need to amplify to 
the public, Thompson said, 
“that it was an organized 
effort to change the outcome 
of the election by bringing 
people to Washington ... and 
ultimately if all else failed, 


weaponize the people who 
came by sending them to the 
Capitol.” 

About 90% of the 
witnesses called by the 
committee have cooperated, 
Thompson said, despite the 
defiance of Trump allies such 
as Steve Bannon and former 
White House chief of staff 
Mark Meadows. 

House Republican leader 
Kevin McCarthy of Califor- 
nia, a Trump ally, decided not 
to appoint any GOP members 
to the committee after House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Ca- 
lif, rejected two of his picks 
last summer. 

Pelosi, who created the 
select committee after 
Republican senators rejected 
an evenly bipartisan outside 
commission, subsequently 
appointed Republicans 
Cheney and Adam Kinzinger 
of Illinois, Trump critics who 
shared the Democrats’ desire 
to investigate the attack. 

“T think you can see that 
Kevin made an epic mistake,” 


Kinzinger said. “I think part 
of the reason we’ve gone so 
fast and have been so effec- 
tive so far is because we’ve 
decided and we have the abil- 
ity to do this as anonpartisan 
investigation.” 

Kinzinger said the inves- 
tigation would be “a very 
different scene” if Republi- 
cans allied with Trump were 
participating and able to 
obstruct some of their work. 

“T think in five or 10 years, 
when school kids learn about 
Jan. 6, they’re going to get the 
accurate story,’ Kinzinger 
said. 

Democrats say having two 
Republicans working with 
them has been an asset. 

“They bring to the table 
perspectives and ability to 
translate a little bit what is 
being reflected in conser- 
vative media, or how this 
might be viewed through a 
conservative lens,” said Rep. 
Stephanie Murphy, D-Fla. 
“And that’s been really help- 
ful.” 
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Some drivers had 
to endure nearly 24 
hours of frigid temps 


By Sarah Rankin 
and Michael Kunzelman 
Associated Press 


RICHMOND, Va. — 
Hundreds of motorists 
waited desperately for 
help Tuesday after a winter 
storm snarled traffic in 
Virginia and left some driv- 
ers stranded for nearly 24 
hours in freezing tempera- 
tures along an impassable 
stretch of interstate south 
of the nation’s capital. 

Problems began Monday 
morning when a truck jack- 
knifed on Interstate 95, the 
main north-south highway 
along the East Coast, trigger- 
ing a swift chain reaction as 
other vehicles lost control, 
state police said. 

Lanes in both directions 
became blocked across a 
40-mile stretch of I-95 north 
of Richmond. 

As hours passed and 
night fell, motorists posted 
messages on social media 
about running out of fuel, 
food and water. 

Even after motorists 
escaped I-95, many got stuck 
on side roads for several 
more hours. 

Meera Rao and her 
husband, Raghavendra, 
were driving home from 
visiting their daughter in 
North Carolina when they 
got stuck Monday night. 
They were only 100 feet past 
an exit but could not move 
for roughly 16 hours. 

“Not one police (offi- 
cer) came in the 16 hours 
we were stuck,” she said. 
“No one came. It was just 
shocking. Being in the most 
advanced country in the 
world, no one knew how to 
even clear one lane for all of 
us to get out of that mess?” 

There were no immediate 
reports of serious injuries or 
deaths. 

Around daybreak, road 
crews began helping driv- 
ers get off “at any available 
interchange,” the Virginia 
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Motorists wait for traffic to be cleared Tuesday on snowy sections of Interstate 95 in Carmel Church, Virginia. STEVE HELBER/AP 


Department of Transporta- 
tion tweeted. 

At a news conference, 
officials could not say how 
many cars were still stuck. 

“I could not even imag- 
ine how many are out 
there,” said Marcie Parker, 
a Virginia Department of 
Transportation engineer 
leading the effort to clear 
the interstate. 

An Associated Press 
photographer who flew 
in a helicopter along a 
50-mile stretch of interstate 
observed about a dozen clus- 
ters of stuck vehicles Tues- 
day. 

Parker said crews were 
trying to first clear vehi- 
cles that could move on 
their own. Then they would 
tow disabled or abandoned 
ones and plow, she said, 
adding that the roadway 
was expected to be cleared 
for the Wednesday morning 
rush hour. 


Ex-Colombian soldier 
charged in slaying of 
Haitian president 


From news services 


MIAMI — The USS. 
government announced 
Tuesday that it charged 
one of the main suspects in 
the killing of Haitian pres- 
ident Jovenel Moise as it 
unsealed a complaint that 
revealed federal authorities 
had interviewed him several 
months ago while he was 
hiding in Jamaica. 

Mario Antonio Palacios, a 
43-year-old former Colom- 
bian soldier, is charged 
with conspiracy to commit 
murder or kidnapping 
outside the United States 
and with providing mate- 
rial support resulting in 
death, knowing or intending 
that such material support 
would be used to prepare for 
or carry out the conspiracy 
to kill or kidnap. 

He appeared Tuesday at 
a federal court in Miami but 
did not enter a plea. 

Court-appointed attor- 
ney Alfredo Izaguirre told 
U.S. Magistrate Judge Alicia 
Otazo-Reyes that he recom- 
mended Palacios stay in 
detention because he has no 
immigration status, relatives 
or ties to the United States. 
The judge ordered deten- 
tion, saying he would be at 
risk of fleeing. 

Palacios is scheduled to 
appear in court again on 
Jan. 31. Izaguirre said his 
client would probably plead 
not guilty at the preliminary 
hearing. 

A complaint unsealed 
Tuesday states that Palacios 
spoke voluntarily with U.S. 
authorities in October and 
told them that he was hired 
to travel to Haiti to provide 
security and participate 
in an alleged operation to 
arrest the president. 

He said that the initial 
plan was for co-conspira- 
tors to don black hoodies, 
capture Moise at the airport 
in June and take him away 
by plane. Palacios then said 
that unnamed co-conspira- 


tors told him as early as July 
6, a day before the killing, 
about the plan to assassinate 
Moise. 

Palacios was arrested in 
Jamaica in October and was 
scheduled to fly to his native 
Colombia on Monday. 


Military vaccine ruling: 
A federal judge in Texas 
has granted a preliminary 
injunction stopping the 
Navy from acting against 35 
sailors for refusing on reli- 
gious grounds to comply 
with an order to get vacci- 
nated against COVID-19. 

The injunction is a new 
challenge to Defense Secre- 
tary Lloyd Austin’s deci- 
sion to make vaccinations 
mandatory for all members 
of the military. The vacci- 
nation requirement allows 
for exemptions on religious 
and other grounds, but none 
of the thousands of requests 
for religious waivers so far 
have been granted. 

There was no indication 
that the order would affect 
service members beyond the 
35 sailors who sued Austin 
and the Navy. 

In his decision Monday, 
U.S. District Judge Reed 
O’Connor wrote that the 
Navy’s process for consid- 
ering a sailor’s request 
for a religious exemption 
amounts to “theater.” 

O’Connor, who was 
appointed by President 
George W. Bush, wrote 
that the group of 35 sailors 
who sued the government 
in November and sought 
a preliminary injunction 
against the Navy have a 
right on religious and First 
Amendment grounds to 
refuse the vaccination order. 


Puerto Rico cases surge: 
Puerto Rico on Tuesday 
imposed new measures to 
fight a surge in COVID-19 
cases that has overwhelmed 
medical staff in the U.S. 
territory and led to tempo- 
rary shortages of testing kits. 


People could be seen 
walking down lanes still 
covered with ice and snow. 

Gov. Ralph Northam said 
his team responded through 
the night by sending emer- 
gency messages to connect 
drivers with help and work- 
ing with local officials to 
set up warming shelters 
as needed. Officials told 
reporters crews were help- 
ing distribute food, water 
and fuel. 

People who were 
stranded overnight and 
their families lashed out at 
Northam on Twitter, asking 
why the Virginia National 
Guard was not deployed. 

Northam said he opted 
not to request National 
Guard help because the 
issue facing state crews 
was not a lack of manpower 
but the difficulty of getting 
workers and equipment 
through the snow and ice 
to where they needed to 


be. He said that effort was 
complicated by the disabled 
vehicles and freezing 
temperatures. 

The affected section 
of interstate was not 
pretreated, Parker said, 
because heavy rain 
preceded the snow, which 
fell at times as heavily as 2 
inches an hour. 

“That was entirely too 
much for us to keep up 
with,” she said. 

The storm also left 
passengers on an Amtrak 
train stranded in Virginia. 
Amtrak’s Crescent left New 
Orleans on Sunday on its 
way to New York and got 
stuck near Lynchburg on 
Monday, when downed 
trees blocked the tracks. 

Passenger Sean Thornton 
said Amtrak provided food, 
but toilets were overflowing 
and passengers were furi- 
ous. Amtrak planned for 
the train to complete its trip 


once the tracks are clear. 

Back on the highway, 
Rao said they stopped 
their car engine at least 30 
times to conserve gas and 
ran the heat just enough 
to get warm. They had 
some potato chips, nuts 
and apples to eat, but Rao 
did not want to drink any 
bottled water because she 
had a sprained ankle and 
did not think she could 
reach a makeshift restroom. 

Finally, around midmorn- 
ing Tuesday, a tow truck 
driver appeared and cleared 
away snow, allowing the 
Raos and other cars back 
up and take the exit. 

“T literally was in tears,” 
Rao said. 

Up to 11 inches of snow 
fell in the area during 
Monday’s storm, according 
to the National Weather 
Service, and state police 
had warned people to avoid 
driving unless absolutely 
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necessary, especially as 
colder nighttime tempera- 
tures set in. 

Compounding the chal- 
lenges, traffic cameras went 
offline as much of central 
Virginia lost power in the 
storm, the transportation 
department said. 

Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., 
who lives in Richmond, 
said he was stuck in his car 
21 hours after starting his 
two-hour commute to the 
Capitol at 1 p.m. Monday. 

“This has been a miser- 
able experience,” Kaine 
told WTOP. Traffic was so 
tightly packed that emer- 
gency vehicles struggled to 
remove disabled cars and 
trucks, he said. 

Kelly Hannon, a spokes- 
woman for the trans- 
portation department, 
apologized to motorists and 
said the department would 
take an “exhaustive look” at 
the incident. 


Ademonstrator looks on from a barricade during an anti-coup protest Tuesday in Omdurman, Sudan. People marched in 
Khartoum and other cities as the African country plunged further into turmoil following the resignation of Prime Minister 
Abdalla Hamdok on Sunday. Over 60 protesters have been killed since the October coup, a medical group says. GETTY-AFP 


All private businesses that 
cater to the public must close 
from midnight to 5 a.m., no 
alcohol will be sold during 
those hours and gatherings 
of more than 250 people are 
banned. The measures will 
remain in place until Jan. 
18 and come as the island of 
3.3 million people reports 
a more than 30% positivity 
rate, the highest since the 
pandemic began. 

The government has 
reported more than 201,000 
confirmed cases and more 
than 3,300 deaths. Officials 
note that a third of all cases 
reported since the pandemic 
began have occurred in the 
past month, with many 
linked to a two-day outdoor 
concert held in December. 


Prince Andrew’s bid fails: A 
judge was mostly dismissive 
Tuesday of arguments by a 
lawyer for Prince Andrew 
who wants to win fast rejec- 
tion of a lawsuit filed by a 
woman who says she was 
sexually trafficked to the 
royal by the millionaire 
Jeffrey Epstein when she 


was 17. 

USS. District Judge Lewis 
A. Kaplan did not imme- 
diately rule at the end of a 
video conference, but he 
made clear that he was not 
leaning Andrew’s way as he 
rejected much of the reason- 
ing offered by the prince’s 
attorney, Andrew Brettler, 
who said the case “should 
absolutely be dismissed.” 

Virginia Giuffre sued the 
prince in August, saying 
she was coerced into sexual 
encounters with the prince 
in 2001 by Epstein and his 
longtime companion, Ghis- 
laine Maxwell. 

Epstein, 66, killed himself 
in a Manhattan jail cell 
in 2019 while awaiting a 
sex trafficking trial, while 
Maxwell, 60, was convicted 
last week of sex trafficking 
and conspiracy charges in 
federal court in New York. 
Giuffre’s allegations against 
Andrew were not a part of 
either criminal case. 


Colorado wildfires: Fire- 
fighters have boxed in the 
fire that destroyed nearly 


1,000 homes in their effort 
to prevent it from spread- 
ing — but officials warned 
Tuesday that gusty winds 
expected ahead of a snow- 
storm could cause flareups 
in the burn zone between 
Denver and Boulder. 

About 200 firefight- 
ers were working to douse 
smoldering spots amid gusty 
winds. 

The fire that started 
last Thursday was fully 
contained on Tuesday by 
firefighting crews from 
across Colorado and the 
blaze burned 9.4 square 
miles in suburban areas 
and grassland northwest of 
Denver, said David Boyd, 
spokesman for an incident 
management team in charge 
of the fire’s suppression in 
Boulder County. 

Although the blaze died 
down in recent days and 
was no longer considered 
a threat because of a snow- 
storm last weekend, fire- 
fighters were going door to 
door looking for smoldering 
that could cause flare-ups 
ahead of winds expected to 


reach 30 mph with gusts up 
to 60 mph, Boyd said. 
Whipped by winds reach- 
ing 100 mph last week, the 
inferno destroyed nearly 
1,000 homes and forced tens 
of thousands of residents to 
evacuate. Two people were 
still missing on Tuesday 


S. Africa blaze suspect: The 
man suspected of starting 
the fire that gutted South 
Africa’s parliament build- 
ings appeared in court 
Tuesday and will remain in 
custody pending a bail hear- 
ing. 
Zandile Christmas Mafe 
faces several charges includ- 
ing arson, theft, housebreak- 
ing and contravention of the 
National Key Points Acts, 
which restricts access to 
government buildings. 

Mafe’s lawyer said he 
denies the charges. Mafe 
was arrested on the prem- 
ises of the Parliament 
complex by police after 
they noticed the fire Sunday 
morning. The Parliament 
complex includes buildings 
that are 130 years old. 
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Tattoo artist Roman Castelvechi poses in his Brussels studio. The European Union is imposing 
restrictions on inks that can be used starting on Wednesday. OLIVIER MATTHYS/AP 2021 


Tattoo artists’ anger over new 
EU rules more than skin deep 


By Raf Casert 


Associated Press 


BRUSSELS — Tattoo 
parlors say their art will 
lose a lot of its vibrancy 
after European Union 
rules banning thousands 
of chemicals in their color- 
ing ink kick in Wednesday. 
The 27-nation bloc answers 
back that public health will 
be much better served with 
tougher restrictions on 
elements in ink that may 
cause cancer or allergies. 

The standoff between 
regulation and freedom 
of artistic expression has 
triggered a torrent of 
complaints and accusations. 

In Amsterdam, Tycho 
Veldhoen has plied his trade 
for 25 years and fears an 
“enormous impact” on his 
work once certain colors are 
banned. 

“Because, like a painter, 
you suddenly lose a gigan- 
tic part of your palette” with 
no alternatives in sight,’ he 
said. 

And Veldhoen warned 
that it could get worse 
next year when more inks 
currently in use could be 
banned. 

Tattoo shops in the EU 
have had a rough two years 
since COVID-19 hit with 








restrictions and lockdowns. 
Now they say a perfectly 
avoidable crisis is hitting 
them even harder. 

“It is all rather sudden,” 
Veldhoen said. “There 
should have been alot more 
preparation.” 

The bloc begs to differ. 
It says the consultation 
process began in 2016 
while the official regula- 
tion heralding Wednes- 
day’s start of restrictions 
dates back to Dec. 14, 2020. 
Seven EU nations already 
had national restrictions. 

The commission says 
alternatives to the banned 
products do exist, but tattoo 
parlors say they’re too slow 
to make their way from 
the manufacturers to their 
shops. 

Angelo Bedani of Brus- 
sels’ Boucherie Moderne 
tattoo parlor said he had 
nothing to prepare with 
since the new inks had only 
become available a week 
ago. 

On top of that “a bottle 
costs double compared to 
the one we have today.” 

Considering that at least 
12 percent of Europeans 
have tattoos, and double 
that number in the 18-35 
age group, according to EU 
figures, strict health guide- 
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lines were necessary. 

The EU’s chemical 
agency ECHA says that 
allergic and inflammatory 
skin reactions “are expected 
to decrease thanks to the 
restriction.” It adds that 
“more serious effects such 
as cancer, harm to our DNA 
or the reproductive system 
potentially originating from 
chemicals used in the inks 
could also decrease.” 

Michl Dirks, who 
is behind a “Save the 
Pigments” petition which 
has collected 176,000 signa- 
tures in the EU objects to 
such conditional phras- 
ing and insists the ban is 
not sufficiently backed by 
science, something which 
the EU disputes. 

Erich Maehnert, co-or- 
ganizer of the petition, said 
such bans unduly hurt the 
industry since people will 
use illegal ways to get the 
products from third coun- 
tries. 

“They continue to obtain 
their tattooing products 
without any checks and 
without the possibility 
of tracing them,” he said. 
Others say the small tattoo 
industry is easily targeted 
while the tobacco and alco- 
hol industries still hold 
much more sway. 
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Manchin wary of filibuster 
change to push voting bill 


By Lisa Mascaro 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Sen. 
Joe Manchin sounded a 
skeptical note Tuesday 
about the prospects of 
easing the Senate’s filibus- 
ter rules, raising doubts 
about whether he will 
provide crucial support to 
the Democrats’ renewed 
push to advance stalled 
voting legislation they say 
is needed to protect democ- 
racy. 

Manchin told reporters 
it was his “absolute pref- 
erence” that Republicans 
support any changes to the 
rules for advancing legis- 
lation in the Senate and 
described acting on a purely 
partisan basis as a “heavy 
lift.” Still, he didn’t slam 
the door completely shut, 
saying he was exploring 
“the options we have open.” 

“T think that for us to go it 
alone, no matter what side 
does, it ends up coming 
back at you pretty hard,” 
Manchin said. 

Manchin’s skepticism 
comes just one day after 
Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer announced the 
Senate will vote soon 
on easing the filibuster 
rules. In a letter Monday 
to colleagues, Schumer, 
D-N.Y., said the Senate 
“must evolve” and will 
“debate and consider” 
the rule changes by Jan. 
17, Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, as the Democrats seek 
to overcome Republican 
opposition to their elections 
law package. 

The election and voting 
rights package has been 
stalled in the evenly split 
50-50 Senate, blocked by a 
Republican-led filibuster 
with Democrats unable to 
mount the 60 votes needed 
to advance it toward 
passage. 

So far, Democrats have 
been unable to agree among 
themselves over poten- 
tial changes to the Senate 
rules to reduce the 60-vote 
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Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., is skeptical about easing the 
Senate’s filibuster rules. ANNA MONEYMAKER/GETTY 


hurdle, despite months of 
private negotiations. 

Two holdout Democrats, 
Manchin of West Virginia 
and Kyrsten Sinema of 
Arizona, have tried to warn 
their party off changes to 
the Senate rules, arguing 
that if and when Republi- 
cans take majority control 
of the chamber, they would 
use the lower voting thresh- 
old to advance bills Demo- 
crats strongly oppose. 

President Joe Biden has 
waded cautiously into the 
debate — he’s a former long- 
time senator who largely 
stands by existing rules 
but is also under enormous 
political pressure to break 
the logjam on the voting 
legislation. 

Voting rights advocates 
warn that Republican-led 
states are passing restric- 
tive legislation and trying to 
install election officials loyal 
to former President, Donald 
Trump in ways that could 
subvert future elections. 

How the Senate filibus- 
ter rules would be changed 
remains under discussion. 

It seems certain that a 
full-scale end of the filibus- 
ter is out of reach for Demo- 
crats. Changing the rules 
would need all 50 votes, 
and Manchin and Sinema 
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have made it clear they are 
unwilling to go that far. 

Senators are wary of a 
sweeping overhaul after 
seeing the fallout that came 
after Democrats ended the 
filibuster for some judi- 
cial and executive branch 
nominees. Once Republi- 
cans took power, Sen. Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky, the 
GOP leader, did away with 
the filibuster for Supreme 
Court nominations — 
ushering three Trump- 
picked conservative justices 
to the high court. 

But despite their reluc- 
tance on major filibus- 
ter changes, Manchin and 
Sinema both support the 
election legislation. In fact, 
Manchin helped craft the 
latest package in an unsuc- 
cessful effort to win Repub- 
lican support. Now the two 
Democrats’ colleagues are 
working on ways to change 
the filibuster so at least this 
legislation could pass. 

Ideas include forcing 
senators to hold the floor 
for extended periods, rather 
than simply raise their fili- 
buster objections — a scene 
that would have echoes of 
the 1950s and 1960s when 
Southern segregation- 
ists filibustered civil rights 
legislation. 
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of the promotional period you will not have to pay any finance charges. You may also prepay your account at any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit 
requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Normal late charges apply once the promotional period has 
ended. Offer expires on 1/31/2022. 
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Toyota dethrones GM in 
US car sales for lst time 


Chip shortage, pandemic help drive change in auto industry, 2021 estimates show 


By Neal E. Boudette 
The New York Times 


Toyota Motor sold more cars and trucks 
last year in the United States than General 
Motors, the first year in recorded history 
that a foreign automaker has outsold Amer- 
ican manufacturers. 

GM, Ford Motor and other U.S. automak- 
ers produced and sold fewer cars than they 
were hoping to in 2021 because they were 
hit hard by a global computer chip shortage. 
Toyota was less affected by the shortage for 
much of the year because it had accumu- 
lated a large stockpile of the parts. 

The victory for Toyota comes in a strange 
year for the industry. 

In addition to the chip shortage, the coro- 
navirus pandemic and related supply-chain 
problems depressed sales while driving up 
prices of new and used cars, sometimes to 
dizzying heights. Auto manufacturers sold 
just under 15 million new vehicles in 2021, 
according to estimates by Cox Automotive, 
a firm that tracks the industry. That is 2.5% 
more than in 2020 but well short of the 17 


a J 


million vehicles the industry typically sold 
before the pandemic took hold. 

Toyota said Tuesday that it sold 2.3 
million trucks and cars in the United 
States, which was slightly ahead of GM’s 
2.2 million. Ford is expected to finish third 
when it releases its sales data Wednesday. 

“The dominance of the U.S. automak- 
ers of the U.S. market is just over,’ said 
Erik Gordon, a business professor at the 
University of Michigan who follows the 
auto industry. “Toyota might not beat GM 
again this year, but the fact that they did it 
is symbolic of how the industry changed.” 

The shortage of chips stems from the 
beginning of the pandemic when auto 
plants around the world closed to prevent 
the spread of the coronavirus. At the 
same time, sales of computers and other 
consumer electronics took off. When auto- 
makers resumed production, they found 
fewer chips available to them. 

Toyota had access to more chips avail- 
able because it changed its strategy and 
set aside larger stockpiles of parts after an 
earthquake and tsunami in Japan knocked 


out production of several key components 
in 2011. 

GM had topped the chart in auto sales for 
nearly acentury, after speeding past Ford in 
the late 1920s and early ’30s. 

Toyota started selling cars in the United 
States in 1965 and started production at its 
first U.S. plant in Georgetown, Kentucky, 
in 1988, building a reputation for quality as 
GM, Ford and Chrysler struggled. 

Toyota then expanded into luxury cars 
with its Lexus brand and added the Toyota 
Tundra full-size pickup truck to compete in 
a segment dominated by the manufacturers 
based in and around Detroit. By the begin- 
ning of this century, the Toyota Camry was 
often the top-selling car in the country, and 
the Japanese automaker soon passed both 
Chrysler and Ford in annual sales. 

Its image was further enhanced when 
it introduced the Prius hybrid as gasoline 
prices were rising and consumer tastes 
were focusing more on fuel economy. 

But Toyota has been slower to embrace 
fully electric vehicles, which could under- 
cut its growth in the coming years. 
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Jasmine DeGuzman, 12, left, and her sisters Rachael, 12, and Camille, 7, shiver as their father, Raymond DeGuzman, of Hayward, Calif., removes 
snow Chains from his tires Dec. 28 in Camino, Calif. The DeGuzmans turned back as snow limited traffic to a crawl. RANDALL BENTON/AP 


Beware of GPS applications 


Safety officials, motorists 
warn about depending too 
much on mapping programs 


By Neil Vigdor 
The New York Times 


The road once carried stagecoaches 
during the Gold Rush, twisting its way 
through what is now a national forest and 
an area of the Sierra Nevada known for 
snowmobiling. 

In the winter, the rugged passage, known 
as the Quincy-La Porte Road or County 
Road 511 in Plumas County, California, is 
closed. 

But Wendy Becktold, an editor from the 
Bay Area who was on her way to visit an 
ailing relative in Reno, Nevada, last week, 
said she had been unaware of that when 
she navigated her rented Toyota Corolla 
while the region was still grappling with a 
record-setting snowstorm. 

Google Maps had guided her that way 
because two major highways near Lake 
Tahoe were shut down, she recounted in 
an interview, echoing concerns of other 
drivers and public safety officials about the 
potential hazards of relying too heavily on 


GPS applications. 

They said Google Maps and Waze, 
which is also owned by Google, along 
with other mapping programs, wouldn’t 
always account for seasonal road closures 
or treacherous terrain, emphasizing tempo- 
rary road closures instead. 

“There were a lot of cars behind us,” 
Becktold said. “Clearly, Google Maps was 
routing everyone the same way.” 

Becktold, 50, a senior story editor for 
Sierra, a magazine published by the Sierra 
Club, said she and her cousin had seen a 
tree limb on a power line and had passed 
many cabins as they unknowingly pressed 
on. Then, a worker in a safety vest waved 
them off, said Becktold, who lives in Berke- 
ley, California. 

“He said, ‘Everybody just keeps showing 
me their phones, ” Becktold recalled. “He 
was just like exasperated.” 

A Google Maps spokesperson said in a 
statement last week that the tech company 
was taking steps to provide drivers with 
accurate route information. 

“Tn light of the unpredictable conditions 
from the ... snowstorm, our team is work- 
ing as quickly as possible to update routes 
in the Lake Tahoe area using details from 
local authorities,” said the spokesperson, 


Madison Gouveia. 

Google Maps did not answer questions 
about what kind of safeguards for drivers 
it uses, including warnings about winter 
road closings or unpaved roads. SFGate. 
com earlier reported the white-knuckle 
detours. 

In Washoe County, Nevada, which 
includes Reno, a family of five from South- 
ern California was stranded for two hours 
Dec. 27 when their rented pickup truck got 
stuck in the snow on a two-lane dirt road, 
the county sheriff’s office said. 

The family had sought an alternate route 
on the way to visit relatives for the holidays 
in Truckee, California, during the storm, 
which closed an 81-mile stretch of Inter- 
state 80 and contributed to the snowiest 
December in the Sierra on record. 

In a Facebook post Dec. 28, the Washoe 
County Sheriff’s Office said that the family 
had ignored illuminated warning signs tell- 
ing drivers not to use the Dog Valley-Hen- 
ness Pass Roads. 

“However, the family’s GPS won the 
battle of which technology to listen to,” the 
sheriff’s office said in the Facebook post, 
adding that the family had been rescued. 

It was not clear what GPS application the 
family had been using. 


Verizon, AT&T agree to delay rollout of 5G 


By David McCabe 
The New York Times 


Verizon and AT&T said late Monday that 
they had agreed to delay their deployment 
of new wireless technology for two weeks, 
giving in to the demands of federal aviation 
regulators who have raised concerns that 
the signals could create an airline safety 
hazard. 

The companies made the decision after 
initially rebuffing a request for a delay made 
last week by Transportation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg and Steve Dickson, head of the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 

“At Secretary Buttigieg’s request, we 
have voluntarily agreed to one addi- 
tional two-week delay of our deployment 


of C-Band 5G services,” said Kim Hart 
Jonson, a spokesperson for AT&T. Rich 
Young, a spokesperson for Verizon, said 
the company had also accepted the delay. 
Jonson said AT&T was still “commit- 
ted” to a proposal by the two companies 
to initially operate the new segment of the 
5G wireless network at lower power than 
normal, along with other measures to miti- 
gate the concerns of aviation regulators. 
The decision to pause the deployment 
of the new 5G service staves off, for now, 
a collision between the carriers, who had 
planned to activate the superfast wireless 
networks Wednesday, and the FAA, which 
had signaled it could effectively ground 
some flights over safety concerns about the 
technology. It is unclear whether the two 


sides will come to a permanent solution. 

The dispute has simmered for years 
between aviation interests and the wire- 
less industry but reached a climax in recent 
months as the debut of the new 5G service 
approached. 

Verizon and AT&T had already agreed 
to delay the start of their new service by a 
month, from December to January. 

The wireless carriers have built their 
newest 5G service using radio signals 
that regulators worried would clash with 
devices that pilots use to land planes in poor 
weather. The devices, known as radio altim- 
eters, measure how far above the ground a 
plane is as it lands. When pilots are landing 
in low visibility, they rely on the equipment 
to guide them to the runway safely. 


Record 
4.5M quit 


jobs in Nov., 


report says 


By Paul Wiseman 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — A record 4.5 million 
American workers quit their jobs in Novem- 
ber, a sign of confidence and more evidence 
that the U.S. job market is bouncing back 
strongly from last year’s coronavirus reces- 
sion. 

The Labor Department also reported 
Tuesday that employers posted 10.6 million 
job openings in November, down from 11.1 
million in October but still high by histori- 
cal standards. 

Employers hired 6.7 million in November, 
up from 6.5 million in October, the Labor 
Department said Tuesday in its monthly 
Jobs Openings and Labor Turnover Survey. 

Nick Bunker, research director at the 
Indeed Hiring Lab, noted that quits were 
high in the low-wage hotel and restaurant 
industries. “Lots of quits means stronger 
worker bargaining power which will likely 
feed into strong wage gains,” he said. “Wage 
growth was very strong in 2021, and ... we 
might see more of the same in 2022.” 

Still, the Labor Department collected the 
numbers before COVID-19’s omicron vari- 
ant had spread widely in the United States. 

“While each successive wave of the 
pandemic caused less economic damage, 
there is still a risk to the labor market from 
the current surge of cases,” Bunker said. 

The job market is rebounding from last 
year’s brief but intense coronavirus reces- 
sion. When COVID-19 hit, governments 
ordered lockdowns, consumers stayed home 
and many businesses closed or cut hours. 
Employers slashed more than 22 million jobs 
in Marchand April 2020, and the unemploy- 
ment rate rocketed to 14.8%. 

But massive government spending — and 
the rollout of vaccines — brought the econ- 
omy back. 


BUSINESS BRIEFING 
Manufacturing 
activity slows 


WASHINGTON — Growth in USS. 
manufacturing slowed in December to an 
11-month low with companies still combat- 
ing supply chain problems. 

The Institute for Supply Management, 
a trade group of purchasing managers, 
reported Tuesday that its index of manu- 
facturing activity fell to a reading of 58.7 in 
December, 2.4 percentage points below the 
November reading of 61.1. 

Any reading above 50 indicates growth 
in the manufacturing sector which has 
recorded 19 straight months of growth 
going back to the spring of 2020 when the 
pandemic hit. The December reading was 
the lowest since a matching 58.7 in January 
2021. The slowdown in December reflected 
a decline in new orders and in production. 


Starbucks gives 
worker mandate 


Starbucks says its U.S. workers must be 
fully vaccinated by Feb. 9 or face a weekly 
COVID-19 testing requirement. 

The Seattle-based coffee giant said 
Monday it was acting in response to the 
Occupational Safety and Health Admin- 
istration, which issued a vaccine-or-test 
requirement for companies with more than 
100 employees in November. 

The requirement, which has faced numer- 
ous court challenges, was upheld last month 
by athree-judge panel with the U.S. Court of 
Appeals. The Supreme Court is scheduled to 
consider the requirement on Friday. 

If a Starbucks employee chooses to test 
weekly instead, they must pay the cost of 
testing themselves and get tested at a phar- 
macy, clinic or other testing site. 


Job openings 


Monthly, in millions 
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Bradley executive: Pandemic will continue to disrupt travel 


By Kenneth R. Gosselin 
Hartford Courant 


WINDSOR LOCKS — 
A top executive at Bradley 
International Airport said 
Tuesday flight cancellations 
and delays dogging air trav- 
elers nationwide through the 
holiday season and now, into 
the new year will most likely 
be tied to the course of the 
latest coronavirus surge. 

“T think you’re going to 
continue to see impacts to 
service levels until this Covid 
surge starts to subside,” said 
Kevin Dillon, executive 
director of the Connecticut 
Airport Authority, which 
oversees operations at Brad- 
ley. “There’s no doubt that 
Covid is having an effect on 
airline ability to staff.” 

Between Dec. 24 and 
Monday, airlines serving 
Bradley canceled 133 arrivals 
and departures at the state’s 
largest airport, according to 
the CAA, about 9% of the 
flights scheduled for the 


period. 

On Tuesday, as of early 
afternoon, 20 flights had 
been scrapped. Across the 
country, 3,600 flights were 
canceled Tuesday, accord- 
ing to FlightAware, the digi- 
tal flight tracking company. 

The surge in the pandemic 
is taking a toll on the airline 
staffing levels, which were 
already reduced after the 
air travel industry took a hit 
in 2020 at the start of the 
pandemic. This summer 
and fall also was marred by 
cancellations as travel soared 
and airlines struggled with 
staffing shortages. 

The troubles this holiday 
season with the stunningly 
swift surge of the omicron 
variant added to the typi- 
cal seasonal bouts with bad 
winter weather. 

Dillon said half of the 
flights canceled Monday 
at Bradley were due to 
winter weather, particu- 
larly crippling snowstorms 
in Washington, D.C., and the 


mid-Atlantic region. 

“That’s the perfect storm, 
right?” Dillon said. “It’s going 
to lead to significant service 
disruption as it occurs.” 

The airlines are also 
contending with flight crews 
and support staff falling ill to 
the coronavirus. 

The Federal Aviation 
Administration warned last 
week that the number of air 
traffic controllers — those 
who guide aircraft during 
takeoffs and landings — also 
could be reduced if there are 
COVID-19 infections. 

“Like the rest of the U.S. 
population, an increased 
number of FAA employ- 
ees have tested positive for 
COVID-19,” the FAA said 
in a statement, reported by 
ABCNews. “To maintain 
safety, traffic volume at some 
facilities could be reduced, 
which might result in delays 
during busy periods.” 

Dillon said Bradley has 
taken steps such as manda- 
tory masking and social 


Few expect Holmes verdict 
to slow tech industry’s hustle 


By Michael Liedtke 


Associated Press 


SAN JOSE, Calif. — The 
fraud conviction of former 
Theranos CEO Elizabeth 
Holmes could offer Silicon 
Valley’s culture of hubris and 
hype some valuable lessons. 

Will anyone in the tech 
industry take this moment to 
heart? Don’t count on it. 

Holmes was found guilty 
Monday of duping investors 
into believing that Theranos 
had developed a revolution- 
ary medical device that could 
detect a multitude of diseases 
and conditions from a few 
drops of blood. 

She could face up to 20 
years in prison for each 
charge, although legal experts 
say she is unlikely to receive 
the maximum sentence. 

Prosecutors depicted 


Holmes as a charlatan 
obsessed with fame and 
fortune. The trial also laid 
bare a go-to move in Silicon 
Valley — conveying a bound- 
less optimism regardless 
of whether it’s warranted, 
knownas “fake it’til you make 
it.” 

That ethos helped hatch 
groundbreaking compa- 
nies such as Google, Netflix, 
Facebook, and Apple — the 
latter co-founded by one of 
Holmes’ heroes, Steve Jobs. 

But few expect her convic- 
tion to lower the watt- 
age on the brash promises 
and bold exaggerations 
that have become a part of 
the tech industry’s hustle. 
Holmes’ conviction “will 
send a message to CEOs that 
there are consequences in 
overstepping the bounds,’ 
suggested Ellen Kreitzberg, 


a Santa Clara University law 
professor who attended the 
trial. On the other hand, she 
said, “investors are still going 
to want to make more money 
ona promising idea. They will 
always go in for the golden 
ring.” 

The bold dream Holmes 
pursued when she founded 
Theranos in 2003 at the age 
of 19 had become anightmare 
by the time she was indicted 
on felony charges in 2018. 

During that span, Holmes 
went from an unknown to a 
Silicon Valley sensation who 
had amassed a $4.5 billion 
fortune on paper to a vilified 
failure. Her downfall was 
dissected in documentaries, 
books, podcasts and will soon 
be rehashed in a Hulu TV 
series called “The Dropout” 
starring Amanda Seyfried in 
the lead role. 
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distancing practices to 
ensure the roughly 130 
employees of the airport 
stay healthy and are able to 
remain on the job. On Tues- 
day, just three were out ill, 
Dillon said. 

“If we have COVID 
running through our fire 
department here at the 
airport, through our main- 
tenance department, it 
really starts to jeopardize an 
airport’s ability to operate, 
if you don’t have the main- 
tenance people to remove 
snow.” 

The omicron variant was 
a shock to the system and its 
speed broadsided just about 
everyone, airlines included, 
experts said. 

“This is kind of an extreme 
circumstance,” said Jim 
Hetzel, an operations expert 
at Cirium, a data and analyt- 
ics firm with clients in the 
airline industry. 

Some airlines were hit 
harder than others simply 
because of where they 





Elizabeth Holmes was found 
guilty Monday. GETTY 2019 


Holmes set out to create 
a less painful, more conve- 
nient and cheaper way to 
scan for hundreds of diseases 
and other health problems 
by taking just a few drops 
of blood with a finger prick 
instead of inserting a needle 
in avein. 

She aimed to upend an 
industry dominated by giant 
testing companies such 
as Quest Diagnostics and 
Labcorp, starting with setting 
up “mini-labs” in Walgreens 
and Safeway stores across 
the U.S. that would use a 
small Theranos device called 


tend to operate. Southwest 
and American had lower 
geographic exposure to 
the areas of the U.S. where 
weather was awful, and less 
of its staff is based in areas 
where COVID-19 cases 
are surging, Savanthi Syth, 
an analyst at investment 
research firm Raymond 
James, said. 

Labor groups, however, 
say more could have been 
done, like offering extra pay 
to flight attendants during 
the holiday earlier on. 

The Association of Flight 
Attendants-CWA, which 
represents 50,000 workers at 
17 airlines including United, 
Alaska, Frontier and Spirit, 
said Delta started offering 
on Christmas Eve but should 
have done it sooner. 

The union that represents 
American’s flight attendants 
said it probably helped that 
the airline recalled staff- 
ers who were on leave. In a 
November memo, the chief 
operating officer at Ameri- 


the Edison to run faster, less 
intrusive blood tests. 

The concept — and the 
way Holmes presented it — 
enthralled wealthy investors 
eager to buy an early stake in 
a game-changing company, 
helping Theranos raise more 
than $900 million. 

What most people did 
not know at the time was 
that Theranos’ blood-test- 
ing technology kept produc- 
ing misleading results. That 
forced patients to undergo 
regular blood draws instead 
of the promised finger sticks 
and led Theranos to secretly 
test those samples using 
conventional machines in a 
traditional laboratory setting. 

Evidence presented at the 
trial also showed that Holmes 
lied about purported deals 
that Theranos had reached 
with big drug companies 
such as Pfizer and the U.S. 
military. The deception back- 
fired in 2015 after a series of 
explosive articles in The Wall 
Street Journal and a regula- 
tory audit of Theranos uncov- 
ered potentially dangerous 


can noted that nearly 1,800 
flight attendants returned 
from leave in November, 
and 800 would return in 
December, along with 600 
new hires. 

Syth, of Raymond James, 
did an analysis of which 
airlines she thought were 
more at risk of operational 
problems during the holi- 
day season, which drives 
most of the fourth quarter’s 
profitability for airlines. She 
found that airlines that were 
conservative with schedul- 
ing were hit as well as those 
that were aggressive. 

“This leads me to believe 
that this has more to do 
with the uniqueness of the 
omicron variant and the 
greater impact it is having 
in the Northeast currently 
than a failure on the part 
of airlines to prepare,” Syth 
said. 


A report from the Chicago 
Tribune was included in this 
story. 


flaws in the company’s tech- 
nology, leading to its eventual 
collapse. 

During her testimony, 
Holmes occasionally 
expressed contrition for her 
handling ofa variety of issues, 
but she often contended that 
she had forgotten the circum- 
stance surrounding some of 
the key events spotlighted by 
the prosecution. 

She insisted she never 
stopped believing that Thera- 
nos was on the verge of refin- 
ing its technology. 

Instead, she heaped blame 
on Sunny Balwani, who she 
secretly lived with while he 
was Theranos’ chief operat- 
ing officer from 2009 to 2016. 

Holmes testified that 
Balwani let her down by 
failing to address the labo- 
ratory problems that he had 
promised to fix and, in the 
most dramatic testimony 
of the trial, alleged he had 
turned her into his pawn 
through a pattern of abuse 
while exerting control over 
her diet, sleeping habits and 
friendships. 
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What GOP gains by telling the 
truth about the insurrection 
































Rioters loyal to President Donald Trump rally Jan. 6, 2021, at the U.S. Capitol in Washington. JOSE LUIS MAGANA/AP 


By Jonathan Bernstein 
Bloomberg Opinion 


The first anniversary of the attack on the 
U.S. Capitol last Jan. 6 is coming up this 
week. Congress is going to make a big deal 
about it. So, too, are the news media. They 
are both correct to do so. 

The New York Times editorial board 
explains why last year’s riot represents a 
continuing threat: 

“Tt is regular citizens who threaten elec- 
tion officials and other public servants, 
who ask, ‘When can we use the guns?’ and 
who vow to murder politicians who dare 
to vote their conscience. It is Republican 
lawmakers scrambling to make it harder 
for people to vote and easier to subvert 
their will if they do. It is Donald Trump 
who continues to stoke the flames of 
conflict with his rampant lies and limitless 
resentments and whose twisted version of 
reality still dominates one of the nation’s 
two major political parties.” 

Marking the day with appropriate cere- 
monies should be just the beginning. The 
main public attempt to explain just what 
happened — the attempt by a president 
who lost an election to nevertheless remain 
in office — will be in what is promised to be 
“weeks” of hearings by the House Select 
Committee to Investigate the January 
6th Attack on the United States Capitol. 
Americans need a full accounting, but even 
more than that we need a compelling story, 
threading in the organized attempts of the 
White House and its allies, the thuggish 


organized groups that participated, and the 
ordinary citizens who wound up caught up 
in the president’s lies. 

That story includes, to be sure, coura- 
geous people who resisted, from the 
Capitol police officers to executive office 
officials to most importantly, the Repub- 
licans at the state and local level who may 
have given up their careers to prevent a 
monstrous crime from succeeding. Obvi- 
ously, it is crucial that the story presented 
in these hearings be accurate. It will, 
however, be incomplete, in large part 
because Trump and others are refusing to 
cooperate. That’s OK. The Senate Water- 
gate Committee’s hearings in the summer 
of 1973 were extremely effective despite 
having no access to President Richard 
Nixon’s Oval Office tapes. 

Both Democrats and democrats — that 
is, the party and all those who wish to 
defend the republic — should be realistic 
about what these hearings can accomplish. 
The Democratic Party should be under 
no illusion that hearings, no matter how 
devastating to Trump and other Republi- 
cans, will help them in this year’s midterm 
elections. For better or worse, voters are 
almost certainly going to judge the incum- 
bent Democrats on the pandemic, on 
economic growth and jobs and on inflation. 
As frustrating as it may be for the party in 
power, it almost never matters what the 
out-party does or how discredited it seems 
(to the incumbents anyway) it should be. 

And for lowercase-D democrats? No 
matter how skillfully the committee pres- 


The viral coronavirus 
lies that keep killing us 





A year ago it seemed reasonable to hope 
that by early 2022 we’d mainly be talking 
about COVID-19 — or at least COVID-19 as 
a major health and quality-of-life issue — in 
the past tense. Effective vaccines had been 
developed with miraculous speed; surely a 
sophisticated nation like the United States 
would find a way to get those vaccines 
quickly and widely distributed. 

So why didn’t we get past the pandemic? 
Part of the problem has been the creativ- 
ity of viral evolution. The delta variant 
shocked us with its lethality; now omicron 
is shocking us with its transmissibility. Still, 
we could and should have done far better. 
And the main reason we didn’t was the 
power of politically motivated lies. 

Before I get to the specifics of those lies 
and the damage they’ve done, let’s be clear: 
Yes, this is about politics. 

I know I’m not the only commentator 
who has faced a lot of pushback against 
emphasizing the partisan nature of vaccine 
resistance. We’re constantly reminded 
that many unvaccinated Americans aren’t 
Republican loyalists, that there are multi- 
ple reasons people won’t get or at least 
haven’t gotten their shots. All this is true; 
but politics has nonetheless played a 
crucial — and growing — role. 

Look, for example, at a KFF survey from 
October, which found that 60% of the 
unvaccinated identified as Republicans, 
compared with only 17% who identified 
as Democrats. Or look at the invaluable 


Charles Gaba’s analysis of county-level 
data, which finds that on average al 
percentage point higher Trump share of 
the 2020 vote corresponds to about a half- 
point reduction in a county’s current vacci- 
nation rate. 

But how did politics do so much to 
undermine what should have been a medi- 
cal miracle? I’d identify three important 
lies that keep being repeated by Republican 
politicians and right-wing media. 

First is the claim that the coronavi- 
rus is no big deal. You might think this 
claim would have been retired, given that 
more than 800,000 Americans have died 
from COVID-19 since Rush Limbaugh 
compared its virus to the common cold. 

But it’s still out there. Political figures 
like Marco Rubio are dismissing the 
response to omicron as “irrational hyste- 
ria” because the variant appears to cause 
relatively few hospitalizations among the 
fully vaccinated. He slips quickly past that 
last qualification, which the KFF survey 
suggests has eluded millions of unvacci- 
nated Republicans, who declare them- 
selves unworried by a disease that should 
have them very worried indeed. 

And conservative commentators 
erupted in rage when President Joe Biden 
pointed out, reasonably, that the corona- 
virus is still extremely dangerous if you 
haven’t gotten your shots; Tucker Carlson 
accused Biden of treating the unvaccinated 
as “subhumans.” 

Next up: the claim that vaccination is 
ineffective. “If the booster shots work, why 
don’t they work?” tweeted Republicans on 
the House Judiciary Committee. 

What they were getting at, presumably, is 
the fact that omicron is producing a number 
of breakthrough infections, while care- 
fully ignoring the overwhelming evidence 


ents the evidence, and no matter how 
damning the information may be, it’s 
unlikely that the American people will 
rise up and seek to banish Trump and his 
followers from public life. Most people 

are simply not going to pay attention. That 
was true in 1973, and back then it was a lot 
easier to command the attention of voters. 

It’s worth remembering, too, that a quar- 
ter of the electorate still supported Nixon 
right before he resigned in August 1974. 
The hearings have no chance of convincing 
Trump’s strongest supporters. But telling 
the story of Jan. 6 loudly and clearly — on 
the anniversary, through congressional 
hearings, in news specials, in courtrooms — 
can shift things in small but significant ways. 
It may push high-profile Republicans who 
support democracy but also have self-in- 
terested reasons to stay quiet to realize just 
how serious the threat really is. It may push 
the neutral media, who have strong norms 
(and some self-interest as well) in portray- 
ing both parties as equally culpable for 
problems to realize that doing so is simply 
bad reporting in this case. It may even, on 
the margins, help pro-democracy Republi- 
cans fight back against authoritarian Repub- 
licans in primary elections. 

It’s easy to imagine that half the nation 
is certain that Trump is out to undermine 
democracy and the other half is convinced 
that Trump is the only chance to save 
the nation from liberal Democrats out to 
undermine it. But the evidence doesn’t 
really support that view. Many interest 
groups remain independent of the parties 





even in these polarized times. And the 
Republican Party is still a coalition, with 
some groups enthusiastically supportive of 
the very worst of Trump and other groups 
tolerating things they don’t like because 
the party supports their narrow interests. 
It’s hardly unusual for coalition members 
to try to look away and attempt to mini- 
mize what’s happening elsewhere among 
their allies; making that harder to doisa 
good idea. And it’s best to do so now, when 
the immediate stakes are the future direc- 
tion of the Republican Party, rather than 
waiting until an election is on the line and 
Republican groups may be acting against 
their own interests if they turn against 
their party. 

House Republican leader Kevin McCar- 
thy is complaining, again, that the hearings 
are partisan — that Democrats are treating 
the Jan. 6 attacks as a “partisan political 
weapon.” The truth is that it’s not much of 
an electoral weapon, and one that can only 
have impact against Republicans if they 
insist on remaining loyal to a president 
who attempted to overturn an election 
that he lost, and to those who tried to help 
him do so — and are still trying to help him 
do so. That’s a choice that Republicans 
are making. Not Democrats. All Republi- 
cans have to do to avoid being targeted is to 
embrace democracy and the Constitution. 
That really shouldn’t be so hard. 

Bring on the hearings. 


Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LEG, 
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lan Jameson and Nelly Ruizjoinin a protest of COVID-19 vaccine mandates at public schools 
Nov. 16 in Los Angeles. MORGAN LIEBERMAN/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


that even when vaccinated Americans do 
get infected, they are far less likely than the 
unvaccinated to be hospitalized — or die. 

Finally, there’s the claim that it’s all about 
freedom, that remaining unvaccinated 
should be treated simply as a personal 
choice. For example, the administration 
of Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas has used that 
argument as the basis for a lawsuit seek- 
ing to block federal vaccine mandates. The 
Abbott administration has also appealed 
for federal aid to help Texas — which has 
a strikingly low vaccination rate in part 
because Abbott has prevented private busi- 
nesses from imposing vaccine requirements 
— cope with asurge in COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations. Need we say more? 

Alert readers will have noticed that these 
Republican claims, in addition to being 
false, contradict one another in multiple 
ways. We can ignore COVID-19 thanks to 
vaccines, which by the way don’t work. 
Vaccination is a personal choice, but giving 
people the information they need to make 
that choice wisely is a vile attack on their 
dignity. It’s all about freedom and free 
markets, but this freedom doesn’t include 


the right of private businesses to protect 
their own workers and customers. 

So none of this makes any sense — not, 
that is, unless you realize that Republican 
vaccine obstructionism isn’t about serving 
a coherent ideology, it was and is about the 
pursuit of power. A successful vaccina- 
tion campaign would have been a win for 
the Biden administration, so it had to be 
undermined using any and every argument 
available. 

Sure enough, the anti-vaccine strategy 
has worked politically. The persistence of 
COVID-19 has helped keep the nation’s 
mood dark, which inevitably hurts the 
party that holds the White House — so 
Republicans who have done all they can to 
prevent an effective response to COVID- 
19 have not hesitated in blaming Biden for 
failing to end the pandemic. 

And the success of destructive vaccine 
politics is itself deeply horrifying. It seems 
that utter cynicism, pursued even at the 
cost of your supporters’ lives, pays. 


Krugman is a columnist for The New York 
Times. 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 


FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 





SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 





Wanted To Buy 





1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO-~ EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


a 
AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 








Pensive Lookout [a]: 
HOME AND BUSINESS 
Home Services: Furniture Assembly, 
Moving Help, Sustainable Products 
Small Business Services: Inventory 
Handling, Office Help, Website Design 
www. pensivelookout.com 








7 > 
COCKAPOO 
Start your year with a friendly, loving 
companion. Their mother is a 20 
Ib Cocker Spaniel, Dad is a poodle. 
These puppies are waiting to fill your 
home with fun, love and happiness. 
Our puppies are vaccinated and vet 
examined. They come with a 1 year 
health guarantee against genetic 
health problems. $2000.00 Call/text 
Dan at 413.244.6772 








ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 





ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-8 74-8396 








BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


Auto & SUV's 


HONDA ACCORD 2014 - $17,999 
35,000 miles. Garaged.1 owner. No 
acc. New tires. 860-742-8363 


Antiques/ 
Classics 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 


CASH PAID - for any Toyota, other 
makes. Any condition. Running or 
not, crashed okay. Will take other 
makes and models. 203-600-4431 





2 Lines 
3 Days 
FREE* 


To Place 
An Ad 
Go Online 
today 


courant.com/ 
advertiser 





FRENCH BULLDOG PUPPIES 10 wk 
french bulldog puppies. First shots 
and vet check. Parents on premise. 
$3,500 ea. 413-478-0763 





MINI GOLDEN DOODLE PUPPIES 
Ready to go January 17! Adorable, 
hypoallergenic, and family raised. 
Come with a= one-year health 
guarantee. $2000 Huntington MA. 
Call/text to reserve yours today! 
413-977-3168 or 715-216-9688 





Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 
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Hartford 


INVITATION TO BID PARTIAL ROOF 
REPLACEMENT FOR ELI WHITNEY 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
STATE PROJECT NO. 049-0143 RR 
ENFIELD, CT 


Sealed bids for the services named above 
will be received at the Office of the Director 
of Finance until 11:00 AM, Friday January 28, 
2022. Thereafter, bids will be opened in pub- 
lic and read aloud or opened and read aloud 
pursuant to the applicable provisions of the 
Governor’s Executive Orders. Responses 
received after this date and time will not be 
accepted. 

Beginning Wednesday January 5, 2022, 
contract documents may be requested of 
the Office of the Director of Public Works, 
Donald Nunes, Stanley E. Jablonski Public 
Works Complex, 40 Moody Road, Enfield, CT 
06082, telephone number (860) 763-7599 
or downloaded from the Town’s website, www. 
enfield-ct.gov. 

.Prevailing wage rates as_ outlined in 
Connecticut General Statutes 31-53 apply. 
This contract is subject to State set-aside 
and contract compliance requirements. 

All bidders for Project with estimated 
Construction costs greater than 

$500,000 shall include a current copy of 
their “DAS Prequalification Certificate” and 
“DAS Update (Bid) Statement” for the ap- 
plicable Class of Work with their bid. 
Pursuant to C.G.S. paragraph 4b-91(a)(2) and 
C.G.S. paragraph 4a-100, as revised, every 
contract for the construction, reconstruction, 
alteration, remodeling, repair or demolition of 
any public building or any other public work 
by the state that is estimated to exceed five 
hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) shall 
be awarded only to the lowest responsible 
and qualified Bidder who is “prequalified” by 
DAS in the Roofing classification. No person 
whose Contract or Subcontract exceeds 
$500,000 in value may perform work as a 
Contractor or Subcontractor, unless the per- 
son is prequalified, at the time of bid submis- 
sion, in accordance with C.G.S. paragraph 
4a-100, as amended, C.G.S. paragraph 
4b-91(a)(2), and C.G.S. paragraph 4b-91/(j). 
“Prequalified” includes the contractor’s or 
substantial contractor’s prequalification clas- 
sifications, aggregate work capacity ratings 
and single project limits. 

A MANDATORY tour of the building will take 
place on Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 1:00 
PM. 

at Eli Whitney Elementary School. Bids sub- 
mitted by parties who do not attend this 
mandatory tour will not be considered. 

The Town of Enfield reserves the right to 
accept or reject any, all, or any part of bids 
to waive formalities or informalities and 
to award the bid deemed to be in the best 
interests of the Town. 

John A. Wilcox Director of Finance EOE/AA 


1/5/22 7120029 
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Connecticut 


TAX NOTICE 
TOWN OF MANSFIELD 


NOTICE is hereby given to ALL PERSONS 
liable to pay taxes in the Town of Mansfield, 
CT, that the second payment of their taxes 
on the list of Oct. 1, 2020 is due Jan. 1, 
2022, and that the Supplemental Motor 
Vehicle tax for vehicles registered between 
Oct. 2, 2020 and July 31, 2021 is also due 
on Jan. 1, 2022. Tax Bills are now on-line at 
www.mansfieldct.gov under make a payment. 
Phone inquiries can be made at 860-429- 
3307. The Tax Office is located in the Audrey 
P Beck Building. The office will be closed on 
Fri. Dec 31st, 2021 and Mon. Jan 17, 2022. 
The grace period to pay the taxes is through 
Feb. 1, 2022. As soon as such tax becomes 
delinquent, it shall be subject to interest at 
the rate of 1.50% of such tax for each month 
or fraction thereof which elapses from the 
time when such tax becomes due and pay- 
able until the same is paid, with a minimum 
interest charge of $2.00 (See Chapter 204, 
Sections 12-145, 12-146). The Statutes of 
the State of Connecticut that apply to the 
levy and collection of taxes will be enforced 
against any person neglecting this notice. 
Failure to receive a tax bill does not release 
the responsibility of having to pay interest 
on the tax in accordance with State Statutes 
outlined in this notice. 


Jerl J Casey, COLLECTOR OF REVENUE, Town 
of Mansfield, CT 
12/27/21 1/5/22 & 1/27/22 7107678 





Connecticut 


In accordance with the provisions of State 
Law, there being due and unpaid charges for 
which the undersigned is entitled to satisfy 
an owner and/or manager’s lien of the goods 
hereinafter described and stored at the 
Life Storage location(s) listed below. 1055 
West Main Street, New Britain, CT 06053, 
860-215-8838. 

445 Jonathan Carrington Hsld gds/Furn, TV/ 
Stereo Equip, Tools/Applinces 

353 Paulina Ostrowski Hsld Gds/Furn 

835 Michelle L Gaines Hsld Gds/Furn 

1075 Alvin Monroe Hsld Gds/Furn 

And, due notice having been given, to the 
owner of said property and all parties known 
to claim an interest therein, and the time 
specified in such notice for payment of such 
having expired, the goods will be sold to the 
highest bidder or otherwise disposed of at 
a public auction to be held online at www. 
storagetreasures.com, which will end on 
Monday, January 24th, 2022 at 10:00 AM. 
Any question regarding the above information 
are to be addressed to the manager of this 
facility at the phone number shown above. 
1/5, 1/7/2022 7116335 








PUBLIC NOTICE 


ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE 


Public Notice is hereby given that a certificate 
of Assumed Name has been filed 
with the Minnesota Secretary 

of State setting forth the 

names of all men owning rights, 
conducting and transacting business 
known as: 

ANTHONY JEROME PETERSON II 
ALLYSON JADE PETERSON 

AMIR JONAS PETERSON 

SHELVY JOYEL DAVIS 

1/5/22 & 1/12/22 7119720 





NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CONCERNING THE PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF CONTROL OF PATRONS 
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY CONTROLLED THROUGH AFFILIATION 
BY STATE AUTOMOBILE MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY BY LIBERTY MUTUAL HOLDING 
COMPANY, INC., LMHC MASSACHUSETTS HOLDINGS INC., AND LIBERTY MUTUAL GROUP 


Notice is hereby given that the Insurance Commissioner of the State of Connecticut will conduct 
a public hearing on January 27, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. in room 601 at the Connecticut Insurance 
Department, 6th Floor, 153 Market Street, Hartford, CT. The hearing will be conducted pursuant 
to sections 38a-129 through 38a-140, 4-166 through 4-184, as applicable, of the Connecticut 
General Statutes; and sections 38a-8-1 through 38a-8-104, and 38a-138-1 through 38a-138- 
16, as applicable, of the Regulations of the Connecticut State Agencies. This hearing shall be 
held in a hybrid fashion with a limited number of individuals being physically present and the 
remainder appearing remotely via telephone and video conference, in the event of a building 
closure, the hearing shall be held in an entirely virtual manner. Members of the public can 
attend this hearing via telephone by dialing 860-840-2075 and using passcode 502 203 498#. 
The hearing will include a period devoted exclusively to public comment. Persons interested in 
being designated a party or intervenor should consult sections 38a-8-48 and 38a-8-49 of the 


Regulations of the Connecticut State Agencies. 


The public hearing is being held on the question of granting approval pursuant to section 
38a-132(b)(1) of the Connecticut General Statutes of the application filed by Liberty Mutual 
Holding Company Inc., LMHC Massachusetts Holdings Inc., and Liberty Mutual Group Inc. 
(“Applicants”), dated August 6, 2021, and as amended and restated on 

December 9, 2021 (the “Application”). The Application requests the Insurance Commissioner’s 
approval, as required by section 38a-130 of the Connecticut General Statutes, of the proposed 
acquisition of control of Patrons Mutual Insurance Company (the “Domestic Insurer”) controlled 
through affiliation by State Automobile Mutual Insurance Company (“State Auto”). 


The Proposed Acquisition will be affected pursuant to the terms of the Agreement and Plan of 
Merger and Combination (the “Merger Agreement”) between by and among the State Auto and 
the Applicants, dated as of July 12, 2021, and pursuant to the existing affiliation arrangement 
between the Domestic Insurer and State Auto. The official record of this proceeding, which 
includes a copy of the Application and the Agreement, is on file with the Connecticut Insurance 
Department at 153 Market Street, 7th floor, Hartford, Connecticut and is available for public 
inspection during regular business hours, it is also available on the Connecticut Insurance 
Department’s website at https://portal.ct.gov/cid. 


At the public hearing, representatives of the Applicants, the Domestic Insurer, and State 

Auto as well as any other party or intervenor designated by the Insurance Commissioner pursu- 
ant to sections 38a-8-48 and 38a-8-49 of the Regulations of the Connecticut State Agencies, 
and his appointed hearing officer, will appear and be heard concerning the consideration by the 
Insurance Commissioner of the Application. The public will, at the hearing officer’s discretion 
and in accordance with section 4-177c(b) of the Connecticut General Statutes, be given an 
opportunity to comment on the Application with respect to the issues to be considered by 
the Insurance Commissioner. Written statements may also be submitted during the public 
comment portion of the public hearing or filed with the Insurance Department prior to the close 
of business on January 26, 2022, by mailing or delivering such statements to the Connecticut 
Insurance Department, PO. Box 816, Hartford, CT 06142-0816, Attention: Jennifer M. Dowty, 


Esq. 


The Insurance Department does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, 
access to, or operation of its programs, services or activities, in accordance with Title Il of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals requiring auxiliary aids for communication 
or other accommodation are invited to make their needs and preferences known by calling 


Victoria Cruise at (860) 757-5349. 


Dated at Hartford, Connecticut, this 29th day of December 2021. 


Andrew N. Mais 
Insurance Commissioner 
1/5, 1/12/2022 7118614 
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Connecticut 


Notice of Democratic Caucus 


To enrolled members of the Democratic Party 
of the Town of Burlington, Connecticut. 
Pursuant to the Rules of the Democratic 
Party and State election laws, you are hereby 
notified that a caucus will be held on: 
Tuesday, January 11, 2022 at 6:30 PM., at 
the Burlington Senior Center 200 Spielman 
Highway Burlington, CT to endorse candi- 
dates for the Democratic Town Committee 
and to transact other business as may be 
proper to come before said caucus. 


Dated at Burlington, Connecticut, on January 
3, 2022 by the Democratic Town Committee 
of Burlington, CT, Carl Salsedo, Chairperson. 
1/5/22 7120008 








In accordance with the provisions of State 
law, there being due and unpaid charges for 
which the undersigned is entitled to satisfy 
an owner and/or manager’s lien of the goods 
hereinafter described and stored at the Life 
Storage location(s) listed below. 

1395 South Street Suffield, CT 06078 
860-668-6153 


Space No. 1106 
Customer Name: Donald Gregory 
Inventory: Hsld gds/Furn 


And, due notice having been given, to the 
owner of said property and all parties known 
to claim an interest therein, and the time 
specified in such notice for payment of such 
having expired, the goods will be sold to the 
highest bidder or otherwise disposed of at 
a public auction to be held online at www. 
StorageTreasures.com, which will end on 
Monday 1/24/22 at 10am. Any questions 
regarding the above information are to be 
addressed to the manager of this facility at 
the phone number shown above. 

1/5/2022 7117012 








INVITATION TO BID PARTIAL ROOF 
REPLACEMENT FOR HAZARDVILLE 
MEMORIAL SCHOOL 
STATE PROJECT NO. 049-0144 RR 
ENFIELD, CT 


January 5, 2022 


Sealed bids for the services named above 
will be received at the Office of the Director 
of Finance until 11:00 A.M., Friday, January 
28, 2022. Thereafter, bids will be opened 
in public and read aloud or opened and 
read aloud pursuant to the applicable provi- 
sions of the Governor’s Executive Orders. 
Responses received after this date and time 
will not be accepted. 


Beginning Wednesday, January 5, 2022, 
contract documents may be requested of 
the Office of the Director of Public Works, 
Donald Nunes, Stanley E. Jablonski Public 
Works Complex, 40 Moody Road, Enfield, CT 
06082, telephone number (860) 763-7599 
or downloaded from the Town’s website, www. 
enfield-ct.gov. 


Prevailing wage rates as_ outlined in 
Connecticut General Statutes 31-53 apply. 
This contract is subject to State set-aside 
and contract compliance requirements. 

All bidders for Project with estimated 
Construction costs greater than 

$500,000 shall include a current copy of 
their “DAS Prequalification Certificate” and 
“DAS Update (Bid) Statement” for the ap- 
plicable Class of Work with their bid. 


Pursuant to C.G.S. paragraph 4b-91(a)(2) and 
C.G.S. paragraph 4a-100, as revised, every 
contract for the construction, reconstruction, 
alteration, remodeling, repair or demolition of 
any public building or any other public work 
by the state that is estimated to exceed five 
hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) shall 
be awarded only to the lowest responsible 
and qualified Bidder who is “prequalified” by 
DAS in the Roofing classification. No person 
whose Contract or Subcontract exceeds 
$500,000 in value may perform work as a 
Contractor or Subcontractor, unless the per- 
son is prequalified, at the time of bid submis- 
sion, in accordance with C.G.S. paragraph 
4a-100, as amended, C.G.S. paragraph 
4b-91(a)(2), and C.G.S. paragraph 4b-91/(j). 
“Prequalified” includes the contractor’s or 
substantial contractor’s prequalification clas- 
sifications, aggregate work capacity ratings 
and single project limits. 


A MANDATORY tour of the building will take 
place on Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 2:00 
PM. 

at Hazardville Memorial School. Bids submit- 
ted by parties who do not attend this manda- 
tory tour will not be considered. 


The Town of Enfield reserves the right to 
accept or reject any, all, or any part of bids 
to waive formalities or informalities and 
to award the bid deemed to be in the best 
interests of the Town. 


John A. Wilcox Director of Finance EOE/AA 
1/5/22 7120158 





LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF REPUBLICAN CAUCUS 


To enrolled electors of the Republican Party 
of the Town of Simsbury, Connecticut: 


Pursuant to the Rules of the Republican 
Party and State election laws, you are hereby 
notified that a caucus, to endorse Republican 
Town Committee Members, and to transact 
other business as may be proper, will be held 
on Monday, January 10, 2022 at 7:00 pm at 
Simsbury Public Library, 725 Hopmeadow St. 


Dated at Simsbury, Connecticut, on the 4 of 
January 2022. 


Republican Town Committee of Simsbury, 
Kevin Beal, Chairman 
1/5/2022 7120543 








Car Reviews 
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New Haven CT Minority Opportunity 


Silktown Roofing is currently soliciting SBE/ 
MBE/DBE subcontractors for Public Notice; 
New Haven CT-SCSU Hickerson & Neff Halls 
Roof Replacement. Trades; carpentry, plumb- 
ing, HVAC, electrical, portable restrooms. 
Material Supply; flatstock metal, lumber. 
Our bid submits on Wednesday, January 
12, 2022. If additional time is needed for 
your submission please call our estimating 
department. Interested parties are asked 
to contact us at subcontracting@silktown- 
roofing.com. An Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

1/5/2022 7120122 








Notice of Hearing 
Application No.: 202010786-SDF WQC TW 
& 202010787-FM 
Applicant: Connecticut Department of 
Transportation 
City/Town of: Old Saybrook 


On August 4, 2021 the Department of Energy 
and Environmental Protection (“DEEP”) gave 
a notice that a tentative determination had 
been reached to approve the following ap- 
plication submitted under Section 401 of the 
Federal Clean Water Act, as amended, for a 
Water Quality Certificate and Sections 22a- 
32 and 22a-361 of the Connecticut General 
Statutes (“CGS”) for a permit to conduct work 
waterward of the coastal jurisdiction line in 
tidal, coastal or navigable waters of the state 
and in tidal wetlands. The proposed activ- 
ity includes the replacement of Bridge No. 
01386, associated abutments, wingwalls, 
riprap placement and utility relocations. The 
proposed activities will affect aquatic and 
coastal resources of the Back River. 


Applicant’s Name and Address: Connecticut 
Department of Transportation, 2800 Berlin 
Turnpike, Newington CT, 06131 


Contact: Jason M. Coite, Jason.Coite@ct.gov, 
860-594-3448 


Site Location: CTDOT 105-209, Bridge No. 
01386 on Route 154 Old Saybrook, CT 


The Commissioner of the Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection hereby 
gives notice that a public hearing is being 
held based upon a request made by the 
Applicant pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 
22a-32 and 22a-361(b)(A). 


PUBLIC HEARING LOCATION, DATE AND TIME 
The portion of the hearing to receive public 
comment will be held using the Zoom virtual 
meeting platform on February 15, 2022, at 
3:00 PM. Written public comments may be 
submitted to the hearing officer at Kathleen. 
Reiser@ct.gov and will be accepted until the 
close of business on February 18, 2022. 


To register for the public comment session 
on Zoom, go to: 
https://ctdeep.zoom.us/meeting/register/ 
tJOod-6prjsqE9UAiuxaahae-bc4c3UnwQUQ 


The hearing will then be continued for the 
collection of evidence on February 17, 2022 
at 9:00 A.M. The evidentiary hearing will 
continue on February 18, 2022, as needed. 
All hearing sessions will be held remotely 
using Zoom; and all hearing sessions will 
begin at 9:00 A.M. 


There is one zoom link to register to attend 
any/all days of the evidentiary hearing (you 
do not need to register for each individually): 
https://ctdeep.zoom.us/meeting/register/ 
tYufuGtpjsuE9cEldd9POp-zMk4_Du8JS_| 


These links are also available on the 
Department’s calendar, which is also a 
source of up to date information: www. 
ct.gov/deep/calendar. 


Interested persons may obtain a copy of the 
application and other relevant documents 
by contacting Eimy Quispe of the Land and 
Water Resources Division at Eimy.Quispe@ 
ct. gov. 


Due to the ongoing COVID-19 emergency, 
the DEEP office located at 79 Elm Street, 
Haitford, is closed to the public until further 
notice. 


Members of the public should also refer to 
the DEEP Calendar of Events at 
www.ct.gov/deep/calendar for the official 
schedule in this matter, including cancella- 
tions, or other schedule alterations. 


Publication date: January 5, 2022 


Brian P Thompson, Director 
Land & Water Resources Division 


ADA PUBLICATION STATEMENT 

DEEP is an_ Affirmative Action/Equal 
Opportunity Employer that is committed 
to complying with the requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Please con- 
tact Eimy.Quispe@ct.gov if you are seeking a 
communication aid or service, have limited 
proficiency in English, or require some other 
accommodation. If you wish to file an ADA 
or Title VI discrimination complaint, you 
may submit your complaint to DEEP Office 
of Diversity and Equity at 860-418-5910 or 
deep.accommodations@ct.gov. In order to 
facilitate efforts to provide an accommoda- 
tion, please request all accommodations 
as soon as possible following notice of any 
agency hearing, meeting, program or event. 
1/5/22 7120758 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 


Berlin New Britain 
Joseph Balowski, Sr. Diane Barile 
Suzanne Mannix Marguerite M. Butera 


Bloomfield Robert Kachnowski 
Susan R. Sampson Newington 
Bristol Mary T. Casey 


Joseph Balowski, Sr. 

Ginette A. Letourneau 
Broad Brook 

Brian Torkington 


Sheldon Dolinger 
Stella Dombrowski 
Thomas E. Lineberry 
Suzanne Mannix 


Chaplin Christopher M. Szarek 
Johnnie F. Baker, Jr. Old Saybrook 

Colchester Russell R. Becker 
Ada Leff Other Towns in CT 

Cromwell Carolyn Adams 
Russell R. Becker Plainville 

East Hartford Linda M. Ouellette 
Albert L. Floyd Portland 
Dona Granata Mary Lagana 
Simone Henville Diane M. Melluzzo 
Aleksandra Krach Rocky Hill 

East Windsor Christopher M. Szarek 
Albert L. Floyd Simsbury 

Enfield Harolyn J. Erickson 
Brittany B. Boucher South Windsor 


Robert E. Graff 

Ronald Poulin 
Southington 

Diane Barile 


Brian Torkington 
Farmington 

Jane Huttemann 

Russell Kerchis 


Glastonbury Missy Botsacos 
Marguerite M. Butera Jane Gingras 
Lillian Levin Terryville 

Granby Linda M. Ouellette 
Nancy Copeman Unionville 

Hartford Jane Huttemann 


Russell Kerchis 
West Hartford 
Dorothy E. Ahlstrin 
Sheldon Dolinger 
Jane Gingras 


Laurinda B. Dias 
Lori B. Kirkpatrick 
Ada Leff 

Geraldine V. Murray 
Susan R. Sampson 


Hartland Robert E. Graff 
Nancy Copeman Lillian Levin 
Hebron Wethersfield 
Laurinda B. Dias Cynthia M. Hunter 
Manchester Windsor Locks 
Dona Granata Brittany B. Boucher 
Middletown 


Richard Fishman 
Cynthia M. Hunter 
Mary Lagana 
Thomas E. Lineberry 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


= Diane (Barrieau) 


ht Diane (Barrieau) Ricciardi 

tiiet Barile, 80, of Southington, lov- 

ws ing wife of Joseph Barile, 

4 passed away peacefully 

Sunday (January 2, 2022) at 

@ Southington Care. Born in 

~ Brockton, MA, she was a for- 

vim mer Cheshire resident, moving 

Om to Southington in 1992. Diane 

was a Hair Stylist at the 

et Cosmopolitan Salon in 

we Cheshire and later was the 

Owner of Classic Image Salon & Spa in Cheshire, before 

retiring in 2005. Diane was a parishioner at St. Dominic 

Church in Southington and was active at the Calendar 

House in Southington. She is remembered as a talented 

artist, enthusiastic gardener, cook and enjoyed spend- 

ing time with her friends in their book club. She was a 

devoted wife, mother, grandmother and great grand- 
mother who cherished spending time with her family. 

Besides her husband Joe, she leaves two sons, 
Raymond Ricciardi of Cheshire, and Richard Ricciardi Jr. 
and his wife Mary Grace of Wallingford; two daughters, 
Linda Ricciardi of Henderson, NV; and Bonnie Firestone 
and her husband Elliot of Coventry; three step daugh- 
ters, Cheryl Kebalo and her husband Andy of Ellington; 
Gina Palluotto and her husband Dr. Stephen Palluotto of 
Middletown; and Christine Greenwood and her husband 
Jeff of Berlin; a son in law, Brian Hughes of Kingwood, 
TX; a brother, Charles Barrieau and his wife Mary Ann 
of Watertown; 13 grandchildren; 2 great grandchildren; 
several nieces and nephews. Diane was predeceased 
by a daughter, Camille Hughes; a grandson, Casey 
Hughes; her former husband, Richard Ricciardi Sr.; and 
two brothers, William and George Barrieau. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be cel- 
ebrated Saturday (January 8, 2022) 9 AM DIRECTLY at 
Immaculate Conception Church, 130 Summer Street, 
Southington, CT. Current Protocols require everyone to 
wear amask. Burial will follow in Mount Saint Benedict 
Cemetery, Bloomfield. Calling hours are Friday 4 to 7 
PM at Carlson Funeral Home, 45 Franklin Square, New 
Britain (masks will be required). In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made to Southington Bread for Life 
31 Vermont Ave, Southington, CT 06489. Please share 
a memory or note of sympathy at www.carlsonfuneral- 
home.com 


ee “Bobby” Kachnowski, 

60, of New Britain, passed 

away on Friday, December 31, 

2022 after a lengthy, coura- 

geous struggle with lung is- 

Sues further complicated by 

the Covid virus in the spring of 

2020. He was the beloved son 

of the late Walter John and 

= Dorothy (Coss) Kachnowski. 

~ Bobby grew up in Newington 

jie and eventually established 

residence in New Britain. He was employed for several 

years by Viking Aluminum Products in New Britain. He 

was a gentle, quiet and kind soul, enjoyed family gath- 

erings and venturing to several New Britain food estab- 

lishments including Marathon and Nick's Pizza, Dunkin 

Donuts (“double light and sweet”) and the ultimate fa- 

vorite, Capitol Lunch, where only a “hot dog ‘up’ with 

onion rings” would do. A loving brother, uncle and 

great-uncle, he leaves to celebrate his life, his siblings: 

Diane Kachnowski, Daniel and Holly Kachnowski of 

Manchester, William and Mary Lou Kachnowski of New 

Britain; nephews, Jeremy, Will (fiancee Kady Vallee) and 

John; niece, Sara; great-nephews, Jonathan and Tyler; 

great nieces, Mya, Aria and Keira and many cousins. In 

addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his 

niece Jacqueline (Kachnowski) Smith and several aunts 

and uncles. The family would like to thank caregivers 

Heather Goodnow, Scott Mills and the staff of Autumn 

Lake Healthcare for their compassionate care. Services 

will take place privately. Duksa Family Funeral Homes 

at Newington Memorial is serving the family. If you 

would like to make a donation in memory of Bobby we 

would suggest the American Lung Association at www. 

lung.org to give other patients a better chance of defy- 

ing the odds. To share a memory with his family, please 
visit us at www.duksa.net. 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


OBITUARIES 


Butera, Marguerite Mary (Scalise) 


~— - , Marguerite Mary (Scalise) 
~ Butera died January 2, 2022 at 
her Glastonbury home beside 

her husband and children. 


= Marguerite was born in 1935 

‘to the late James and Adeline 

_. (Marinelli) Scalise. She at- 

y~ tended St. Mary's Parochial 

School and Mary Immaculate 

__~ Academy in New Britain, from 

vem Which she graduated in 1952. 

In 1954 Marguerite married her high school sweet- 
heart, Carmelo Joseph (Joe) Butera. The couple moved 
to Glastonbury in 1964 where they raised five children. 


Marguerite was a deeply cherished wife, mother and 
grandmother. She is survived by her beloved husband 
of 67 years, Joe Butera; five children Mary Anne (Peter) 
Pescosolido, Theresa Blake, Joseph (Lisa) Butera, 
Michael (Malorie) Butera, and Tom (Becky) Butera; nine 
grandchildren Elizabeth (Andrew) Schwert, Marissa 
Blake (Kyle Faugno), Amanda Butera, Jake (Kacey) 
Butera, Aurora Butera, Sam Butera, Luke Butera, 
Carmelo Joseph (CJ) Butera Il and Rose Butera; step- 
granddaughters Laura Pescosolido, Stacey Gonzalez, 
Kate Beckett, Ellen Rock and Karen McGuinness; 
brothers-in-law John Churchill and Matthew Butera; 
and several nieces and nephews. In addition to her 
parents, she was predeceased by her brother Pasquale 
Scalise, sisters Lucille S. Higgins and Faith Churchill, 
son-in-law James Blake, and sister-in-law Angie Butera. 


Marguerite was retired from Visiting Nurse Association 
in Glastonbury, where she was an HR Specialist. She 
was a devout Catholic and parishioner of St. Paul 
Church in Glastonbury, where she taught First Holy 
Communion classes for many years. Marguerite was a 
gifted cook who worked diligently to preserve family 
recipes and traditions for future generations. She was 
a patient, gracious and kind woman throughout her life. 


A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated in SS. 
Isidore and Maria Parish at St. Paul Church, 2577 
Main St., Glastonbury on Saturday, January 8, 2022 at 
10:00 am. Burial will follow at Holy Cross Cemetery 
in Glastonbury. There are no calling hours. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations may be made to Hartford 
HealthCare at Home - Hospice Care, 1290 Silas Deane 
Highway, Wethersfield, CT 06109 or St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105. For online condolences, please visit www. 
mulryanfh.com. 


MULRYAN 


“FUNERAL HOME 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Kerchis, Russell 


Russell Kerchis, age 60, lov- 
ing son, brother, cousin and 
friend, went home to be with 
his God and loving mother on 
December 31, 2021. Russ 
lived in Farmington, residing 
in the same house all his life. 
He attended Farmington 
schools, making many life- 
long friends along the way. 
A He graduated from 
ma = Farmington High and UCONN 
ae was ene for many years at The Cardinals. 
Russ was a wonderful person, full of resilience, gener- 
osity, courage and strengths. He was the life of any 
party, loved to dance, tell a good joke and laugh. His 
smile and sparkling eyes could light up any room. His 
love for his family and friends was overwhelming, and 
was only surpassed by his great faith in his God - he 
was always there with a hug and a prayer. What made 
Russ an AMAZING person was that he was all these 
things even after a tragic diving accident at 17 left him 
confined to a wheelchair for the rest of his life. We are 
grateful for the life lessons he taught us all. 
He was predeceased by his loving mother Margaret 
Kerchis, whom he cherished. Leaving behind to mourn 
are his father Russell W. Kerchis, his twin John Kerchis 
(Karen), his brother Donald Kerchis (Marina), and his 
sisters Diane Magnuson (Jay), Elizabeth Horan (Bob), 
and Lynn Musulin, all his nieces and nephews, who 
he adored, his special cousins, his many, many close 
friends and wonderful neighbors. The family wishes to 
express their deep gratitude to all who have passed 
through Russ’‘s life, making it full of light and love. 
Remember him with a smile. 
Friends may call at the Church of St. Mary Star of the 
Sea, Unionville on Saturday (Jan. 8) from 9:30-10:30am 
followed by the Funeral Liturgy at 10:30am. Burial will 
be in the family plot at St. Mary Cemetery, Avon. A 
Celebration of Russ’s life will be held at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to the Lauren E. Avezzie Charitable Foundation, 17 
Kensington Rd, Avon, CT 06001, or Cheers to Linda, 36 
Valley View CT, Southington, CT 06489 both charities 
very dear to Russell’s heart. Arrangements are being 
handled by The Ahern Funeral Homes, Inc., www.ahern- 
funeralhome.com. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Poulin, Ronald "Ronnie" 


Ronald A. “Ronnie” Poulin, 67, 
loving husband of 35 years and 
best friend of Janina 
(Federkiewicz) Poulin passed 
away after an extended illness 
on Friday, December 31, 2021. 
Ronnie was born on February 
26, 1954 in Biddeford, Maine 
one of four children of the late 
Leonel and Lea (Cayer) Poulin. 
He was raised in Maine and 
Hartford CT, attended local 
schools and moved to Connecticut in 1959 where he 
had resided in South Windsor for over 35 years. Ronnie 
was employed as a diesel mechanic for over 50 years. 
He worked at Highlift, Edart and Airways prior to his 
retirement in 2010, due to his health. In his earlier 
years Ronnie was a Stellar baseball player and he thor- 
oughly enjoyed and became an avid golfer. In addition 
to his loving wife Janina, he is survived by his two 
children, Ryan Poulin and Jason “Peanut” Poulin, his 
three siblings and their children, his sister Theresa 
Schnoor and her two children Tricia and Stacey (Drew), 
his sister Irene Guay and her partner Lucien Beaudoin 
and Irene’s three children; Kevin (Jeannette), Kimberly 
and Kraig, and his brother Normand Poulin and his 
partner Kimberly Schwertz and Normand’s daughter 
Nicole. Ronnie also leaves his two brothers-in-law John 
Federkiewicz and his wife Nancy and their three chil- 
dren Aimee, Kyle and Adam, and Joseph Federkiewicz. 
In addition to his parents Ronnie was predeceased by 
his niece Kristina Guay and his nephew Michael Nelson. 
A time of visitation for family and friends will be at the 
Samsel & Carmon Funeral Home, 419 Buckland Road in 
South Windsor on Friday, January 7, 2022 from 5-7 pm 
with a memorial service at 7 pm. Masks will be re- 
quired. Memorial contributions may be made to the 
American Cancer Society. To leave an online condo- 
lence please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 


iw CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 








Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


























































Becker, Russell R 


Russell Roy Becker, 99, of Old Saybrook, CT passed 
away with his family at his side on December 24, 2021. 
Born in Pittsburg, PA in 1922 he was the son of the 
late Walter L. Becker and Edith (Hoffman) Becker. Russ 
graduated from Deering H.S. in Portland, ME in 1940 
and went on to serve in the U.S. Navy at the battle 
of Midway and Okinawa during WW2 before being 
discharged in 1945. He graduated from Gorham State 
Teachers College with a B.S. degree in education and 
from Colorado State College with a master's degree 
in history before teaching for 35 years in the public 
schools of Portland, ME, West Haven, CT and Greenwich, 
CT. He is survived by his son Russell, his daughter 
Kimberly, four grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


ella Nancy Ducharme 


Nancy (Ducharme) Copeman, 
58, of West Hartland, beloved 
wife of Mark Copeman, passed 
away on January 2, 2022, at 
Charlotte Hungerford Hospital. 
Born in Hartford on December 
9,1963. She was predeceased 
by her father Fernand 
Ducharme. She is survived by 
her mother; Veronica (Hamel) 
Ducharme, her husband of 6 
years, Mark L. Copeman of 
West Hartland, her sons; Jason Mele and his wife 
Amanda of Enfield, Cameron Copeman of Pittsburgh, 
PA, her grandchildren, Gavin and Ella Mele of Enfield, 
her sisters; Carmen Fitzner and her husband Joseph of 
East Hartland and Lynne Smith and her husband Brett 
of Derry, NH, her Uncle Harry Parkman, her beloved cat 
Douglas and many beloved nieces and nephews. She 
attended schools in Simsbury and was a graduate of 
the Gilbert School. She attended Northwestern CT and 
Asnuntuck Community College before obtaining her 
master’s degree from Charter Oak. Nancy’s career had 
a few stops along the way, she worked for many years 
in the daycare program at the YMCA in Granby, she was 
a CNA, and worked in the food service area at the 
Squadronline School. However, her greatest joy was 
working with children, she was the owner and operator 
for the past 22 years of the Patchwork Schoolhouse in 
Granby. The children she cared for over the years 
meant the world to her. She was always the person 
willing to give a helping hand to anyone. Nancy was a 
mentor to so many and a great role model. She loved 
all her children as if they were her own. Nancy took 
great pride in her teaching abilities to all her children. 
Nancy enjoyed going to the beach, floating in the pool 
with family and friends, soaking up the sun, fishing, 
family gatherings, and the New York Yankees. She had 
an infectious laugh; she was the most caring and loving 
person imaginable and was full of life. We will miss her 
with all our hearts. Services for Nancy Copeman will 
be private and at the convenience of family. A burial 
and celebration of life will be held at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers donations in Nancy’s memory may be 
made to the East Granby Lions Club, 4 Longview Drive, 
East Granby, CT 06026 or the Hartland Lions Club, in 
care of Brenda Babbitt PO Box 321, East Granby CT 
06026. Hayes-Huling & Carmon Funeral Home of 
Granby has care of the arrangements. For condolences, 
please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com. 


jm CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 








Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Dolinger, Sheldon 


Sheldon Dolinger died 1/2/22 

in Bloomfield, CT. He was a 

long term resident of West 

Hartford, and a resident of 

Newington since 2007. 

Predeceased by his wife 

Cynthia Kone Dolinger and 

his daughter Samantha Cook, 

he leaves two daughters, 

Julie Cushman (Guy), Ann 

Arbor, MI, and Marna Dolinger 

(Steve Gold) Brookline, MA, 

and a sister Thema Ratner of Boynton Beach, FL. He 

was preceded in death by brothers Al and Milton 
Dolinger and sister Rose Valenzo. 


Born in Brooklyn New York in 1928, his family moved to 
Scranton PA. There he was vice president of the Alpha 
Zadich Alpha fraternity, a national organization associ- 
ated with the YMHA, and was captain of the fraternity 
basketball team. 


He enlisted in the US Regular Army. After graduation 
from High School he served in the US Army, 24th Infantry 
Division in the occupation forces in Japan. He received 
an Honorable Discharge as a Technical Sergeant after 
serving out his enlistment. 


Upon leaving the US Army, he earned a Bachelor of 
Science in Aerospace Engineering from Pennsylvania 
State University in 1952 and later, while working at 
United Technologies Corporation, he received a Master 
of Science degree in Aerospace Engineering from the 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI). 


Mr. Dolinger was employed by United Technologies 
Corporation. His initial assignment was at the United 
Technologies Research Center in East Hartford, a cen- 
tral research organization for the corporation. In 1957, 
he was assigned to a new Division, the Missiles and 
Space Systems Division. This Division later became the 
Corporate System Center, where he was part of the 
team working on design and manufacture of inertial 
guidance systems, which provided a backup inertial 
guidance system for the APOLLO space program, that 
helped bring the crippled APOLLO 13 and its astronauts 
back home. This system eventually became a new 
produce line for the company. He retired in December 
1991 as the Manager, Division Technology Transfer and 
Coordination. 


After retirement from UTC, he was one of the founders 
of a nonprofit company, the Connecticut Technology 
Associates, Inc. (CTA) in 1992, where he was Director 
of the Technology Application Center, Secretary, and 
Member of the Board of Directors. At this retirement 
from CTA in 2002, he formed a Sole Proprietorship, 
SD Associates. He was fully retired at the time of his 
death. 


He was cofounder of the Hartford, CT Chapter of the 
American Rocket Society in the early 70's, and it's 
President for two years. The American Rocket Society 
later became an affiliate of the American Institute 
of Aeronautics and Astronautics of which he was a 
member. 


He was a long term member of Congregation Beth 
Israel, West Hartford, CT. Contributions can be made 
to Congregation Beth Israel, Farmington Avenue, West 
Hartford, CT. 


A virtual Shiva will be held Saturday 1/8/22 at 5PM. For 
information please contact Congregation Beth Israel. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





hare memories, express condolences, > 
and celebrate life in the obituary 
section on courant.com. 






wilted Stella (Cedar) 


oO . Stella “Stasia” J. (Cedar) 

bk Dombrowski, 95, of Newington, 

» — passed away peacefully with 

- her family by her side on 

'~ Saturday, January 1, 2022. She 

~ was the beloved wife of the 

late Stanley Henry 

Dombrowski. Born in 

Newington, daughter of the 

sy |ate Walter and Mary 

fae (Kalinowska) Cedar, she was a 

Hit aE AS at lifelong Newington resident 

ae a Te of St. Mary's Church. Stella was em- 

ployed as a hall monitor for the Newington School 

System for over 30 years prior to her retirement in 

2019. She was a former member of the Women’s 

Auxiliary of the Polish American Club and enjoyed ac- 

tivities and visits with friends at the Newington Senior 

Center. Stella also enjoyed riding her bicycle, dancing 

to Polish music, bowling and was an avid Yankee fan. A 

loving mother, grandmother and great grandmother, 

She leaves her two children, Patricia McGuire of 

Newington, and Stanley W. Dombrowski and his wife 

Betty of Newington, her four grandchildren, Stacey 

Follansbee and her husband Rob of Grafton, MA, 

Stanley Dombrowski and his girlfriend Kelly Mowchan 

of Newington, Anthony Dombrowski and his wife 

Lauren of Wethersfield and Katelyn Dombrowski of 

West Hartford, and two great grandchildren, Olivia and 

Lola Follansbee of Grafton, MA. She also leaves many 

nieces and nephews, including her devoted niece 

Beverly Guidotti of Newington. She was predeceased 

by her daughter Susan L. Dombrowski, her stepfather, 

Leopold Zajac, five sisters, two brothers, two step- 

brothers and one stepsister. A Mass of Christian Burial 

will be held on Friday, January 7th at 10:30 a.m. directly 

at St. Mary’s Church, 626 Willard Ave., Newington. She 

will be laid to rest in West Meadow Cemetery, 

Newington following the mass. Memorial donations 

may be made to a charity of the donor's choice. To 

Share a memory with her family, please visit us at www. 
duksa.net. 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





a Jane (Snyder) 


Jane Snyder Gingras, 84, re- 
cently of West Hartford, for- 
merly of Southington, and 
Originally of Waterbury, 
passed away peacefully on 
January 2 at UConn Health 
Surrounded by her family. 
. Janie’s parents, Van and 
\" Louise (Finn) Snyder, raised 
Janie and her brother Van in 
Waterbury. She was a proud 
; * graduate of Sacred Heart 
Grammar School and Sacred Heart High School, where 
she was a member of the swim team. 
Janie met her husband Gerry while he was attending 
Fairfield University. They married in 1959. They started 
their family in Waterbury then moved to Southington in 
1965 where they raised their four children. 
Janie worked during her early years at Chase Brass in 
Waterbury then for the Mayor's office in Waterbury. 
After her children were grown, she worked at Imprint in 
West Hartford, then for the VNA of Central Connecticut 
until her retirement. After her retirement she volun- 
teered at Bread for Life in Southington. 
Jane (aka Janie, Jane-O, Junie, June-bug, but most 
importantly Mom and Nama) leaves three children, 
Suzanne D‘Amato (Geff) of West Simsbury, Maggie 
Judge (Matt) of New York City, and Patrick (Katie) of Old 
Lyme. She was predeceased by her husband Gerry of 
49 years and her son, Gerry Van. 
She also leaves six cherished grandchildren: Thomas 
D'Amato (Julia) of Chatham, MA, Callahan Judge of 
Newport, RI, Doyle Judge of Washington DC, McMillen 
Judge of New York City and Connor and Annie Gingras 
of Old Lyme. Janie leaves her brother Van and sister- 
in-law Kathy, her nieces, Kristen (Kricky) Snyder, Hanna 
Snyder Gambini and Mary Thanas; godson and nephew, 
Van M. Snyder, nephew Matthew Snyder along with 
their spouses and children who all brought her much 
joy through the years. 
Her dear, lifelong friends Lou Reignier, Peggy Cullinan 
and Tracie and Scott Garver were always, and will 
always be, family. 
Janie was not Known as a culinary genius (and her fam- 
ily never let her forget it). Jane preferred the cooking 
of her friends and family or enjoying a meal and glass 
of white wine at one of her favorite restaurants. 
Janie’s happy place was always with her family and 
enjoyed many happy days on the beach in Rhode Island 
and Cape Cod, sitting by the pool in Old Lyme or on the 
“deck” in Simsbury. She spent many hours participating 
and cheering on her grandsons and her “dolly” Annie in 
their many sports, theater, concerts and school func- 
tions. She had an amazing flair for fashion, clothes and 
jewelry and spent many of her fun days at her favorite 
Store, Bodytalk in Avon where the “girls’ became family. 
A devout Catholic, Jane tried to (and usually did) attend 
Mass every Sunday, most recently by television due to 
her declining health. She no doubt breezed through 
the gates of heaven to the welcoming embrace of her 
Maker and of the friends and family who have passed 
through those gates (some perhaps not so easily) 
ahead of her. 
In light of the Covid surge, there will be no calling 
hours. Friends and family may gather at St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church, 872 Farmington Avenue, W. Hartford on 
Saturday, January 8th at 11:00 am for a funeral Mass. 
All Covid precautions will be taken including masks and 
social distancing. A luncheon reception will take place 
immediately following the ceremony at the Hartford 
Golf Club at 134 Norwood Road, West Hartford. Burial 
will be private. Her service will be TribuCast and can 
be attended remotely via link: https://client.tribucast. 
com/tcid/387035952 
The family would like to thank the doctors and nurses 
on the 6th floor of UConn Health for their compas- 
sionate care. In lieu of flowers as there are no calling 
hours, donations may be made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105 or Bread for Life of Southington, P.O. Box 925, 
Southington, CT 06489. The DellaVecchia Funeral Home 
has been entrusted with the arrangements. For online 
condolences and directions please visit, www.dellavec- 
chiasouthington.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Mannix, Suzanne (Walk) 


Suzanne (Walk) Mannix, 56, of 

x Newington died peacefully on 

Sunday, Jan. 2, 2022, with her 

three daughters and her family 

by her side. Relatives and 

friends are invited to a Mass 

of Christian Burial on Friday, 

Jan. 7, 2022, at 11:30 am at St. 

Paul's Church, 461 Alling St., 

Berlin. She will be laid to rest 

privately. Duksa Family Funeral 

Homes at Newington Memorial, 

20 Bonair AVe., Newington, is serving the family. To 
view her complete obituary, please visit us at www. 


duksa.net. 
Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





OBITUARIES 


Casey, Mary T. 


Mary T. Casey, of Newington, 
peacefully passed away on 
January 2, 2022 at the age of 
nearly 92. Born January 13, 
1930 she was the daughter of 
the late Daniel and Helen 
(Dahm) Casey. Mary was 
raised in Newington and she 
lived her entire life in the fam- 
ily home. Mary retired from 
Connecticut General after 
working many years in their 
cashier’ S department. She always looked forward to 
Spending summer vacations in Pine Point, ME with her 
close-knit family, which she did for 40 years. Her 
greatest pleasures included family meals and holiday 
celebrations, always with a glass or two of white wine. 
Mary had an incredible talent for remembering dates 
and was always appreciative of visits and support from 
her neighbors, friends and family. She will always be 
remembered for her wide and welcoming smile, spar- 
kling blue eyes and sweet soul. A loving sister, aunt 
and great aunt, she leaves her sister Eileen Casey 
Hollingsworth of Newington, with whom she shared her 
home. She also leaves her nieces; Wendy Lowe and her 
husband Ronald of Suffield, Deena Casey Nissley and 
her husband Michael of Durango, CO; nephew Carl 
Johnson and his wife Joanne of Scituate, MA; special 
grand nieces, Meredith Lowe Pupa and her husband 
Justin of Hoboken, NJ, Brenna Lowe and her fiance 
Brandon Parker of Charlestown, MA; grandnephews 
Benjamin Johnson and his wife Christine of Norwood, 
MA, Samuel Johnson of Hull, MA; and canine family 
Arthur “Artie” Pupa and Luna “Looney” Parker. She was 
predeceased by her brother Daniel Casey, sister 
Eleanor Johnson, brother-in-law Richard Johnson, niece 
Danelle Casey and never forgotten pups Rosie, Mika 
and Rory, whom she loved dearly. Funeral services will 
be held privately and she will be laid to rest in West 
Meadow Cemetery. Duksa Family Funeral Homes at 
Newington Memorial is serving the family. Memorial 
donations in Mary's name may be made to Newington 
EMS, 71 John H. Stewart Dr. Newington, CT 06111 or to 
Foodshare 450 Woodland Ave. Bloomfield, CT 06002. 
To share a memory with her family, please visit www. 
duksa.net. 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Granata, Dona 


On New Year's Day 2022, 
— Dona (Lohneiss) Granata of 
East Hartford CT, loving 
mother and grandmother, 
passed away at the age of 91. 
Dona was born in Middletown, 
CT, on March 7, 1930, to the 
late Andrew and Frances 
(Dooley) Lohneiss. In 1950, 
- she graduated from _ St. 
. Francis Hospital School of 
: “Nursing, Hartford, CT. She 
was a areas duty nurse at St. Francis Hospital for 
forty-three years. Dona met her future husband Bill 
when he was her patient. They enjoyed a happy and 
loving marriage for forty-two years, raising four chil- 
dren together. Her family was her greatest joy. 
Dona was an accomplished seamstress, making many 
of her own outfits, christening gowns for each of her 
grandchildren, and baptismal bibs for her church. She 
was a woman of strong faith and was a long-time pa- 
rishioner of St. Mary's Church. She was the unofficial 
medical “consultant” for family and neighbors. Dona 
was an avid reader, a loyal fan of the UConn Women's 
Basketball team, and an even bigger fan of hot fudge 
sundaes. 
Dona is survived by her four children: Mary Machell, 
Donna Tracey (Michael), Jeanne Johnson (Harry), and 
William J. Granata Ill (Sharon); and by her eight grand- 
children, fifteen great-grandchildren, and many nieces 
and nephews. She also leaves behind her sisters-in-law 
Sophie Lohneiss, Patricia Lohneiss, Helen Loehr, Mary 
Colbert, Joan Scolsky, and her cousin Frank Woodcock. 
She was predeceased by her husband, William J. 
Granata Jr, and her siblings Muriel Glasow, Andrew 
Lohneiss, William Lohneiss, and Robert Lohneiss. 
The family wishes to extend a heartfelt Thank You to 
the staff at Manchester Manor for the compassionate 
loving care given to our mother. 
Our mom was a kind and generous person, and she will 
remain in our hearts forever. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Saturday, 
January 8, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. at St. Mary's Church, 15 
Maplewood Avenue, East Hartford. The family requests 
that masks be worn in church. Burial will follow at St. 
Mary's Cemetery in East Hartford. For online condo- 
lences, please visit www.tierneyfuneralhome.com. 
In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory may be 
made to St. Mary's Church or a charity of your choice. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Graff, Robert "Bob" Ernest 


>>) Robert “Bob” Ernest Graff, 79, 
) of South Windsor, passed away 
™ peacefully on Friday, December 
31, 2021, at Hartford Hospital. 
» Born in Hartford on September 
3, 1942, the son of the late 
» Alfred and Frieda Graff, he 
grew up in West Hartford and 
lived in East Hartford and 
» Glastonbury before moving to 
South Windsor in 1993. Upon 
| graduating high school, he 
worked full-time as a bank teller to save money for 
college and earned his undergraduate degree in ac- 
counting from Bentley College in 1971, while also serv- 
ing in the Connecticut Army National Guard. He spent 
most of his career as a general accountant for 
Connecticut Natural Gas Company in Hartford. He also 
owned his own trucking company and retired after 
working as an accountant for the Hartford YMCA. Bob 
loved to travel, do puzzles, and spend time with his 
children and grandchildren. He also enjoyed playing 
music on his computer, model trains, and tropical fish. 
He was an avid Red Sox fan and was an active member 
at the South Windsor Senior Center. Proud of his 
German heritage, later in life he enjoyed connecting 
with distant relatives on social media and zoom calls. 
He is survived by his children, Tricia Graff of South 
Windsor , Kevin Graff and his wife Josephine of 
Glastonbury, Robert Graff of South Windsor; three 
grandchildren, Bobby, Tony, and Charlotte; his brother, 
Carl Graff of Canton, and nieces, grandnieces, and 
grandnephews. He was also predeceased by his uncle 
John “Hans” Graff who helped raise him after his father 
died when Bob was two years old. His family will re- 
ceive friends for calling hours on Thursday, January 6, 
2022, from 6 - 8 p.m. at Samsel & Carmon Funeral 
Home, 419 Buckland Road, South Windsor. Funeral 
services will be held at the funeral home on Friday, 
January 7th at 11 a.m. Burial will be private. Memorial 
donations in Bob’s memory may be made to the South 
Windsor Senior Center, Charles Enes Community 
Center, 150 Nevers Road, South Windsor, CT 06074. 
For online condolences and guest book, please visit 
www.carmonfuneralhome.com 


jm CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 











Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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bop Mary (Marino) 


Mary Marino Lagana 
June 21, 1926 - December 26, 
2021 


Mary Marino Lagana, 95, of 
Middletown passed away 
peacefully and _ gracefully 
with her loving family by her 
side Sunday, December 26, 
2021. Mary was born June 
21,1926 in Brooklyn, NY to 
the late Sebastian Marino 
and Venera Aeiciiane) Marino. 
At the age of three she returned with her family to 
their home in Melilli, Sicily where she met and eventu- 
ally married her husband Salvatore Lagana. A short 
time later they moved back to America and began their 
family. A faithful member of St. Sebastian Church, she 
participated in the annual St. Sebastian “| Nuri” Run 
and feast each year. One of the ways Mary showed her 
love for her family was through her incredible cooking. 
Sunday meals were a tradition and where her family 
would gather for over 50 years. After her retirement 
from Raymond Engineering, Mary and Sal would spend 
their winters in Boynton Beach, FL. where they enjoyed 
over 20 years with family and friends as snowbirds. Her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren were the joys of 
her life and she cherished every moment with them. 
Mary is survived by her three children and their spouses: 
son Richard Lagana and daughter-in-law Jackie, daugh- 
ters Eileen Mulawka and son-in-law Ted and JoAnne 
Kovach and son-in-law Alan. Four grandchildren: Alan 
Kovach Jr, Keith Kovach and partner Nicola Davies and 
her niece Scarlette LaChappa, Corey (Lagana) Stabach 
and her husband Jason, Meagan (Mulawka) Davis and 
her husband Todd. Four great-grandchildren: Will 
Stabach, Nathan Stabach, Lily Stabach and Nova Davis. 
She is predeceased by and re-joins her loving husband 
of 67 years Salvatore Lagana. She is also predeceased 
by her granddaughter Dana Marie Lagana, sister Phyllis 
Cuscovitch and brother Samuel Marino. 


Due to Covid, funeral service and burial will be private. 
A Memorial Mass for Mary will be held at a later date. 
In Lieu of flowers the family requests a donation be 
made to the Saint Sebastian Renovation Fund: 155 
Washington St. Middletown CT 06457 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


laid Aleksandra 


Aleksandra Helena (Maslanka) 
Krach, 93, of East Hartford 
passed away peacefully in 
the hearts of her beloved 
family. Born in Poland to the 
late Stanislawa and Maria 
Maslanka, Aleksandra moved 
to the United States with her 
family on the Britannica, a 
White Line ship in the 1950's. 
Aleksandra and her late hus- 
band Franciszek “Frank” 
Krach were married at St. Mary's Church in East 
Hartford in 1954. Aleksandra and Frank raised their 
children in East Hartford on McKee Street. During 
Aleksandra's long 93 years, she worked with the Red 
Cross in Europe and Africa, was a member of the Polish 
Women's Auxiliary "Polish Falcons" in Hartford, as well 
as working as a professional monogrammer in the al- 
terations room for G. Fox and Company in Hartford, 
retiring after more than 40 years. In addition to her 
beloved husband and parents, Aleksandra is prede- 
ceased by her brother, Adam Maslanka, as well as her 
son Stefan Krach. Aleksandra is survived by and will be 
deeply missed by: her son, Richard Krach and his wife 
Nancy of Franklinville, NC; grandchildren: Jessica 
Cooper and her partner Jay Rivera of Liberty NC, Sarah 
Colon and her partner Ethan Andrews of Asheboro, NC, 
Rachel Krach and her partner Jamie Voisine, of 
Franklinville, NC, Adam Krach and his wife Becky of 
Franklinville, NC; her beloved great-grandchildren: 
Faithe Cooper, Anthony Rivera, Carlos and Haiden 
Colon, Zachary, Lacie, and Leah Voisine, Isaiah and 
Nevaeh Krach. Aleksandra is also survived by her ex- 
tended family both near and far. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated on Wednesday, January 5, 
2022 at St. Mary's Church, 15 Maplewood Ave, East 
Hartford at 10:30am. Please meet the Krach family im- 
mediately at church. Interment to follow at Silver Lane 
Cemetery, Silver Lane, East Hartford. The Krach family 
has requested all friends and family visiting to express 
their sympathy and support to please wear a mask dur- 
ing the Funeral Mass as well as at the cemetery, in 
addition to all social distancing being observed. 
Newkirk & Whitney Funeral Home, 318 Burnside Avenue, 
East Hartford has been entrusted with arrangements. 
For an online memorial, please visit www. 
NewkirkAndWhitney.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Henville, Simone 


On December 14, 2021, the 
Lord called Simone Henville 
home at age 92 years. She 
passed away at her home in 
East Hartford, Connecticut 
Surrounded by her loving 
family. Born in Derniere 
Riviere, Saint Lucia on 
November 1, 1929. Simone 
was a daughter of the late 
Marie Pierre-Louis, mother 
and Francis Jules, father. She 
migrated to the United States in 1989. She is prede- 
ceased by her husband Claudius Henville and daughter 
Petronilla Henville. Affectionately known as Wilsina, 
Tao, and Mom. She enjoyed watching soap operas, 
game shows: Let's make a deal and Price is Right, and 
she certainly knows how to deal or price the item. A 
very religious woman. Her favorite channel was EWTN 
participating in the Mass morning, noon, and night, 
watching the same series repeatedly. Also praying the 
daily rosary devotions for her family members. She 
enjoyed going out to eat with her favorite hangout 
being Red Lobster. She enjoyed cooking even when she 
was unable to do it. A must have tasty dish was green 
plantain. Simone leaves to mourn two (2) daughters: 
Cecilia “Eugie” Francis residing in East Hartford, CT and 
“Claudita” Abraham of East Hartford, CT. Left to mourn 
her sister Veronique Leonce better Known as Nurse 
Francis of London England. Left to mourn fourteen (14) 
grandchildren, forty-seven (47) great grandchildren, 
four (4) great-great grandchildren and several nieces 
and nephews. Left to mourn The Francis Family and 
Jules Family. Left to mourn extended family members 
and friends too numerous to mention. Calling hours 
Friday January 7, 2022, from 4:00pm-7:00pm at Newkirk 
& Whitney Funeral Home, 318 Burnside Avenue, East 
Hartford, CT 06108. A Mass of Christian burial will be 
held Saturday January 8, 2022 at 10:00am at St. Mary 
Church 15 Maplewood Avenue, East Hartford, CT 06108. 
The burial will immediately follow at St. Mary’s 
Cemetery 930 Burnside Avenue, East Hartford, CT. 
06108. There is no repast or reception due to Covid-19, 
Delta and Omicron variant and the social distancing 
Stay safe protocol. The family requests to mourn in 
private. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 








isit the obituary section on 
courant.com to share 
memories of loved ones. 
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Levin, Lillian 


Lillian Levin, longtime resident of Glastonbury and West Hartford, was born in Detroit, 

Michigan in 1934, to Salvatore and Esther Cicurel. She moved to Connecticut in 1986 from 

Akron, Ohio, where her husband Gerald taught at the university. Engaged in library volun- 

teer activity, she served a few years as president of the friends library group. In Glastonbury, 

where she and Gerald settled, she was soon engaged with the library Friends, soon orga- 

nizing the biannual book sales, serving as president for most years until 2010. She was 

engaged also with the state Friends of the Libraries, president from 1992 to 1995, traveling 

in the state advising on book sales and fundraising. She was active for the state in other 

ways, serving on the Statewide Advisory Council on Library Planning and Development, in 

1994 cited by the Library Development Service Association of Connecticut Library Boards. 

In 2010, the Friends of Connecticut Libraries established the Lillian Levin Meritorious 

Service Award. Lillian was also engaged nationally, from 1998 to 2002 on the Friends USA 

thet | Board, for several years running the Books for Babies program. In Glastonbury, recogni- 

fons came aon First Federal Eagle and Friends of Glastonbury Youth. In her book, Planning Book Sales in 2000, she 

drew on her many years working with innumerable dedicated volunteers without whom she could not have suc- 

ceeded. She leaves her husband of more than sixty-five years, her daughters Sylvia and Elizabeth, six grandchildren, 
and two great grandchildren. A warm, generous, loving wife, mother, grandmother, she will be sorely missed. 


Donations will be appreciated to the American Diabetic Association. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Lett, Ada Goldberg 


Ada Goldberg Leff, formerly 
of Colchester, Conn., died on 
Dec. 30 in Los Angeles, Calif., 
where she has lived for the 
last 60 years. 
Ms. Leff was born in 
Colchester on July 16, 1923, 
the daughter of Daniel 
(Zadel) and Rose Goldberg. 
She graduated from Bacon 
Academy and the University 
of Connecticut, and then 
earned her Ed.D. from 
Teachers College at Columbia University. 
She taught home economics and child de- 
velopment at the University of Connecticut 
and the University of Rhode Island, and 
New London Technical High School. 
She married Ernest Leff, also of Colchester, 
in 1954. They had a daughter, Laurel, in 1957 and a 
son, Andrew, in 1959. The family lived in Westport, 
Conn., until moving to Beverly Hills, Calif. in 1963. They 
returned to Connecticut every summer, staying at the 
family cottage on Amston Lake. Ms. Leff had her bat 
mitzvah at Ahavath Achim in Colchester in 2014 at the 
age of 91. 
Ms. Leff is survived by her daughter, Laurel 
Leff and son-in-law Jeremy Paul (Newton, Mass.), son 
Andrew Leff and daughter-in-law Shellie Elkind-Leff 
(Calabasas, Calif.), and her grandchildren Jason Paul, 
Russell Paul and his fiancé Leslie Diaz, Rebecca Leff 
and Jennifer Leff. She is also survived by her sister- 
in-law Marilyn Goldberg, her brother-in-law Sanford 
Leff, and many nieces and nephews to whom she was 
devoted. 
Ms. Leff was predeceased by her husband, 
Ernest, and her brothers, Bernard, Harold and Nathan 
Goldberg, and her sisters, Thelma Magun and Belle 
Rosenblum. 
The burial will be private due to Covid 
restrictions. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Erickson, Harolyn Jean 


Harolyn Jean Erickson, 75, of 
Simsbury, died Sunday, 
January 2, 2022 at St. Francis 
Hospital. She was born 
January 13, 1946 in St. Paul, 
MN, daughter of the late 
Harold and Jean (Baird) 
Erickson and had lived in 
Virginia Beach, VA prior to 
moving to Simsbury over 30 
years ago. She was a gradu- 
. ‘ate of the University of North 
Florida having received her Masters Degree in 
Accounting. Harolyn was a Certified Public Accountant 
for many years at Erickson and Pierecy and Erickson, 
Sato and Wild and was the Controller of Simscroft Echo 
Farms for many years. She was a member of Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Tariffville, the Simsbury Chamber 
of Commerce and the Simsbury Lions Club. Harolyn 
enjoyed volunteering with various food drives, Lions 
Club activities, Simsbury’s Semptemberfest and was a 
20 year volunteer at the Talcott Mountain Music 
Festival. She was also a member of the Borzoi Club of 
America and enjoyed rescuing and fostering dogs. 
Harolyn leaves her sons, Rooster Knight and his wife 
Cheryl of Simsbury and Kory Erickson and wife Lenore 
of Cheshire; her grandchildren, Elise Knight and Emily, 
Rileigh and Aiden Erickson; her sisters, Susan Stirens 
and husband Leo of Minnesota and Robyn Ludwin of 
California. 
Calling hours will be held at the Vincent Funeral Home, 
880 Hopmeadow Street in Simsbury on Friday, January 
7th from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. The Lions Club will have 
a tribute service at 6:30 PM. A memorial service will 
be held at 11:00 AM on Saturday, January 8th at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 11 Church Street in Tariffville. The 
family requests that guest wear masks at visitation 
and the memorial. Due to limited seating, all guests 
must RSVP at the funeral home link below to attend the 
memorial service. In lieu of flowers, memorial dona- 
tions may be made to the Simsbury Lion's Club, PO BOX 
11, Simsbury, CT 06070. Please visit Harolyn’s “Book of 
Memories” at www.vincentfuneralhome.com to RSVP 
to attend the memorial service and for online tributes. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
on November 18,1944 in 


tC 
Hartford, to the late Johnnie 


Fletcher and Dorothy Maddie 

(King) Baker Sr. Johnnie mar- 

ny « | ried the love of his life 
‘ RoseMarie (Watson) Baker on 


May 14,1966. He worked very hard all his life; Stars 
Family Fair in West Hartford, Shears Automotive in 
Hartford, Superior Springs in Hartford, Mansfield 
Training School in Mansfield and then employed by the 
State of CT, until retirement in 2003. Together they 
raised nine children; Heather Baker, of Manchester, 
Donzelle Baker, of Chaplin, Patrists Baker, of Kannapolis, 
NC, Crystell (James) Fortson, of East Hartford, Johnnie 
F (Ruth) Baker Ill, of Norwich, Trevonna (Seth) Glasgow, 
of Manchester, Precious Baker, of Alexandria VA, 
Jasmine Baker of Chaplin. He is also survived by his 19 
grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren; siblings, 
Joan Baker, of Manchester, Betty Bingham of Detroit MI, 
Essie Baker, of Willimantic, Vincent (Lillan) Baker, of 
East Hartford, Beatrice (Charles) Ford, of Manchester, 
Almetta Baker, of Inglewood, CA, Wayne Baker, of 
Manchester, Susan (Anthony) Taylor, of Columbia SC, 
Marvin Baker, of Windsor and a host of nieces, neph- 
ews, family, and friends. He was predeceased by a son 
David Baker two sisters, Shirley Smith and Narval 
Myers, and a brother James Baker. Johnnie's family 
will receive relatives and friends on Monday, January 
10, 2022 at Life Word Church, 24 Leggett St., East 
Hartford, CT from 10:00am to 12:00pm with a funeral 
service beginning at 12:00pm. Burial will be held at the 
convenience of the family. For an online memorial 
guestbook please visit www.potterfuneralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Baker, Jr., Johnnie F. 


Johnnie Fletcher Baker, 
Jr.,77, of Chaplin, formerly of 
Hartford passed away with 
his loving family by his side 
at his home on_ Sunday, 
January 2, 2022. He was born 


Pilon Lori B. 


Lori Beth Kirkpatrick, passed 
away at her home in Hartford, 
Connecticut on December 29, 
2021. 
Born on January 16, 1961 in 
lowa City, lowa, the daughter 
of David and Lavon (Eden) 
Kirkpatrick, Lori grew up 
in Northbrook, Illinois. She 
earned her bachelors’ de- 
gree from Trinity College in 
— Hartford and went on to earn 
an MBA oh the University of lowa. Lori had a creative 
Spirit and a loving heart. She will be missed greatly by 
her family and friends. 
Survivors include her brothers, Steve Kirkpatrick 
(Brenda) of Rochester, New York and Tom Kirkpatrick 
(Djuana) of Arvada, Colorado; nieces, Courtney Preston 
(Mike) of Galena, Kansas and Hannah Kirkpatrick 
of Thornton, Colorado; nephews Henry Kirkpatrick 
of Denver, Colorado and David Kirkpatrick of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; and longtime companion Nino Jordan of 
Hartford, Connecticut. Lori was preceded in death by 
her parents. 
A visitation will be on Sunday, January 9 at Lensing 
Funeral & Cremation Service in lowa City from 3 to 
4pm, followed by a brief service. In lieu of flowers and 
plants, memorials may be directed to the charity of the 
donor's choice. 
On-line condolences may be left at www.lensingfu- 
neral.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Dias, Laurinda Batista 


Laurinda Batista Dias, 86, of 

Hartford, beloved wife for 52 

years of the late Manuel J. 

Dias and daughter of the late 

Rosalina Batista passed away 

January 2, 2022, peacefully 

Surrounded by loved ones. She 

was born October 18, 1935, in 

Cepoes Viseu, Portugal. 

Laurinda immigrated to the 

United States with her hus- 

band and daughter on June 4, 

1971, where she sided in Hartford, Connecticut. 

Before her retirement, Laurinda had been a seamstress 

at Thomas W Raftery Inc. of Hartford. Her love of family 

was first in her life and then the enjoyment of sewing 

and knitting for her family and friends. She is survived 

by a daughter and son-in-law Dina D and Ernest Loura 

of Hebron; her son, Paul Dias of Hartford; five grand- 

children, James D. and wife Lourdes Loura, Tracy D. 

Loura, Paul Dias Jr. and fiancee Arieliz, Joshua Dias, 

Ashley Dias and fiancé Noah; three great-grandchildren, 

Adriana, Antonio, and Julius; two sisters, twin sister 

Patrucinia Batista Inacio and elder sister Maria Batista. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 11:00 

AM on Thursday, January 6, 2022 at Our Lady of Fatima 

Church, 50 Kane Street, Fatima Square, Hartford, 

CT 06106. Burial will follow at Cedar Hill Cemetery, 

Hartford. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in 

memory of Laurinda may be made to Our Lady of 

Fatima Church. Online condolences may be made at 
www.SheehanHilbornBreen.com 


Huttemann, Jane 


Ve On December 30, 2021 heav- 
; en gained another angel. 
i Jane Huttemann of Unionville, 
we, CT left this world. Jane was 
BoA born November 22, 1938 to 
Helen (Krulicki) and Stanley 
Kowalski. Jane worked at 
H&B Well Drilling, Inc and 
Farmington Savings Bank. 
She leaves behind the love of 
her life, Arthur Huttemann, 
daughter Kim Ganis and son- 
in-law Jeffrey Ganis. She raised Wally Knibbs and 
treated him like a son. Jane was blessed with three 
wonderful sisters, her twin June Tolomea and her hus- 
band Richard, Barbara Denehy and partner Stanley 
Gieparda, and Diane Bailey with the late James Bailey. 
She had a very special bond with her nieces and neph- 
ews: Donna Denehy, Traci Murray, John Denehy (wife 
Sheri), Diane Curtin (husband Dan), Debbie Stefens 
(husband Andy), Craig Minella (wife Leigh), and Cory 
Minella (wife Annette). She adored all of their children 
as well and was thought of as a second grandmother by 
many. You won't find a more dedicated Red Sox fan 
than Jane. To know her was to truly love her. She 
touched so many peoples lives over the years with her 
kind and giving nature. She would look out for others 
before taking care of herself. Many of Kim’s friends 
thought of her as their second mother for she would sit 
with them listening to their problems or concerns, of- 
fered words of praise, encouragement, and gave advice 
in her soft loving way. She leaves a huge void in our 
family. We will never be the same. We love you mom. 
Funeral services and burial will be private for the fam- 
ily. In lieu of flowers donations in Jane’s name may 
be made to the Pulmonary Hypertension Association, 
PHA, 8401 Colesville Road, Suite 200, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. https://phassociation.org/ 
Arrangements are being handled by The Ahern Funeral 
Homes, Inc. To send online condolences to the family, 
please visit www.ahernfuneralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Ahistrin, Dorothy E. 


Dorothy E. Ahlstrin, 91, of 
West Hartford, passed away 
on Friday December 17, 2021, 
at St. Francis Hospital. For 
full obituary and to offer 
condolences to the family, 
please visit the New Britain 
Memorial Donald D. Sagarino 
Funeral Home website. 

Please sign guestbook at 

courant.com/obituaries 


Torkington, Brian 


Brian Torkington, 79, of Broad 
Brook, CT, owner of Brian's 
Tool Sales since 1972, passed 
away on December 31, 2021, 
from complications of Covid. 
Brian is survived by his wife, 
Susan; his brother, Bruce and 
his wife, Ann, of Southwick, 
MA; his son, Robert 
Torkington of Springfield, MA; 
his daughter, Lori and her 
husband, Hal Cook, of 
Mauldin, SC, and his daughter, Lisa and her husband, 
Adam Lopuk, of Rancho Cucamonga, CA. He is also 
Survived by seven grandchildren, Michael and Sarah 
Torkington, Alex and Chloe Cook and Brian, Brandon, 
and Allison Lopuk and one great-grandchild, Elliana 
Torkington. He was preceded in death by his mother 
Hilda, father Charles, and his sister Geraldine Harhigh. 
Brian graduated from American International College 
where he earned his bachelor's in finance. Brian loved 
playing volleyball, traveling, boating, and spending 
time with his family. He was dedicated to his business 
and loved his customers. A celebration of life service 
will be announced at a later date. To leave online con- 
dolences please visit www.leetestevens.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


_ Sampson, susan R. 


WS Susan R. Sampson _ of 
5 Bloomfield, passed away on 
Thursday, December 23, 2021 
»» at St. Francis Hospital, 
’ Hartford. Born July 14, 1955 in 
, Hartford, daughter of the late 
, Robert and Rushie (Strive) 
Sampson, she had lived in the 
% Hartford area all her life. 
, Susan was a customer service 
agent for American Airlines. 
She is survived by a son, 
Delvin Williams and his wife, Anne of Jackson, NJ; a 
sister, Mary Sampson of Bloomfield; a grandchild, 
Patrick Williams of Jackson, NJ. and a host of cousins 
and friends. 
Susan was an avid international traveler. Her family 
and friends will miss her smile and caring spirit and 
Support. 
Her family will receive friends Friday, January 7, 2021 
from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at Carmon Funeral Home, 
807 Bloomfield Ave., Windsor. Burial will be in Mount 
St. Benedict Cemetery, Bloomfield at the convenience 
of the family. In lieu of flowers memorial donations 
may be made to the American Cancer Society, P.O. Box 
22478, Oklahoma City, OK 73123. To leave on-line con- 
dolences please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com. 


jm CARMON 


Community Funeral Homes 








Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


bala Geraldine V. (Price) 


Geraldine Viola Murray (nee 
Price), 92, of Hartford, passed 
away Thursday, December 23; 
2021. A Hartford resident for 
close to 40 years, “Gerri,” as 
coworkers affectionately 
called her, was always active 
in the church community at 
North United Methodist. 
She is survived by her hus- 
band of 58 years, Levi (Leroy) 
Murray; her daughters, 
Maureen Price- Gittens, Cora Price, and Colleen Price- 
Grant; four grandchildren, Ryan and Rodney Greaves, 
Nicole Rivera, and Leanne Price; and six great-grand- 
children, DeVonche and Ayanna Greaves, Ryan Greaves, 
Jr., and Alixandra, Semaj and Jayde Rivera. Gerri is 
also survived by her brother, Darnley (Sonny) Price 
of Barbados, along with several nieces, nephews, and 
extended family residing in Barbados, England, Canada, 
and the United States. 
Funeral services will be limited to immediate family 
and invited guests. A private Memorial Gathering to 
celebrate her life will be held Friday, January 7, 3 PM at 
All Faith Memorial Chapel, 90 John Fitch Blvd. (Route 5) 
in South Windsor, immediately following a public view- 
ing to be held from 2-3 PM. Please feel free to join the 
memorial via Livestream, on Zoom (https://usO2web. 
Z00OM.US/j/89243274864?pwd=MOZrV XZJCUJNNDFQdFA 
XWWXMNIpjdz09 Meeting ID: 892 4327 4864/ Passcode: 
724819). To offer memories or condolences please visit: 
https://www.forevermissed.com/geraldine-v-murray. 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Ouellette, Linda M. 


Linda M. Ouellette, 74, of 
Terryville passed away at 
home on December 31, 2021. 
Linda was born on May 19, 
1947 in Sinclair, Maine daugh- 
ter to the late Sylvio and 
Gilmay (St. Peter) Ouellette. 
Linda moved to CT and at- 
tended St. Joseph's School 
in New Britain. She worked 
in quality control for Johnson 
and Johnson for 18 years and 
CT Hypodermics for 5 years, retiring at the age of 55. 
Linda was very fashionable always dressing nicely and 
decorated in jewelry. A loving mother, grandmother, 
and friend she will be missed deeply. 
Linda is survived by her son, Michael Plourde (Felix), 
her daughter, Kim (Plourde) Bourgoin (James), her 
grandchildren, Jesse Bourgoin (Sarah) and Devin 
Bourgoin (Caitlyn), her great-grandchildren, Brandon 
and Anthony Bourgoin, her brother, Mark Ouellette 
(Patty), her sister, Brenda Chamberlin (Brenda), and 
several nieces and nephews. Linda also leaves behind 
her lifetime companion, Glen Grey and was expecting 
her first great granddaughter in May. She was prede- 
ceased by her brother, Clarence (Esther), her sister, 
Lorraine, and the father of her children, Robert Plourde. 
Family and friends are welcome to gather on Thursday, 
January 6 from 5 to 7 PM at Plainville Funeral Home, 81 
Broad St., Plainville. A service in celebration of Linda's 
life will be held at 7 PM at the funeral home. For more 
information or to leave online expressions of sympathy, 
please visit www.PLAINVILLEFUNERALHOME.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Hunter, Cynthia M. (Rugenstein) 


Passed December 24, 2021, 
at 74, after a short illness. A 
Skilled crafter and cook, she 
held her large and diverse 
family together though many 
tribulations over decades. 
Cynthia was a constant in 
lives of turmoil, allowing her 
undying faith to guide us all. 
She is survived by her 5 chil- 
dren, 13 grandchildren, and 6 
great-grandchildren. She 
rests with The Lord. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Floyd, Albert Lee 


_ Albert “Al” Lee Floyd, 72, of 
East Windsor, passed away 
5 suddenly on Tuesday, 
, December 28, 2021. Al was 
e=~ born on June 25, 1949, the 
see second of five children, to 
mem Arrie Pearl (Askew) Floyd and 
Sie the late John Lee Floyd, in 
ee Hartford. 
To leave a message of comfort 
for the Floyd family and to 
view the full obituary, please 
visit: WWW. esneenh com 


Funeral Chapel 


Lineberry, Thomas E. 


Thomas Edward Lineberry, 95, 
of Newington, died on Sunday, 
Jan. 2, 2022. He was born 
March 15, 1926, in the 
Newfield section of 
Middletown. The sixth of eight 
— children, and final survivor, he 
-. was born to Walter B. and 
Edith Singer Lineberry. For 
>» many years he owned and op- 
erated Lineberry’s at the cor- 
ner of Newfield and Westfield 
Dae Streets. 
Educated in Middletown, he was a graduate 
of Woodrow Wilson High School, class of 
1944. Following graduation, Tom entered 
the United States Army and he was assigned 
to the European Theater in the 117th Mechanized 
Cavalry. Following an honorable discharge, he attended 
Northrup Aeronautical Institute, and graduated as an 
aeronautical engineer. Tom worked in this field for a 
period of time, but returned to help his parents and 
grow the family business. He designed and built the 
building that continues to operate as a corner store. 
Tom met Grace Maxwell in 1957, while both were of- 
ficers in the Middletown and Middlesex County Young 
Republicans. He was elected to the Middletown Town 
Council and held the position for several years. The 
couple married in 1959. 
Tom was a devoted husband, father, grandfather, great 
grandfather, brother, uncle and friend. He was “the 
jack of all trades”, and mastered most of them. He was 
always ready and willing to take on a project to help 
another; fix a car for a son, refurbish an apartment or 
house, build a deck, and especially to babysit grand- 
children, most important priorities for him. He could 
be depended upon and trusted by all who knew him. 
Tom leaves to mourn him, his best friend and loving 
wife, Grace, sons Myles with Nancy, of Exeter, Rl, 
Gregory and the late Sharon, of Middletown, Timothy of 
Newington, and Bruce of New York City. He was prede- 
ceased by his beloved son Thomas Brent in 1983. Tom 
also leaves grandchildren Brent Lineberry and Nicole 
of RI, Lindsay Lineberry, Timothy C. Lineberry, Arielle 
Santarpio and Joseph of RI, Gregory, Jr. of New Mexico, 
and Anthony Lineberry of Middletown. Tom was the 
loving great grandpa to twins Haidyn Hope and Francis 
Myles Santarpio. Tom is survived by many nieces and 
nephews, including Howard and Jill Lineberry and 
Maureen and Joe Grismer. He also leaves extended 
family, “son” Carl “Butch” Passanisi. He had a special 
bond with niece Karen Campo, her husband Dave and 
son Matt. 
Tom was a member of the Church of the Holy Spirit for 
more than 27 years. Relatives and friends are invited to 
call on Saturday, Jan. 8, 2022, from 10:15 am to 11:15 
am at the Church of the Holy Spirit, 183 Church St., 
Newington. A Mass of Christian Burial will follow at 
11:30 am at the church. He will be laid to rest with 
military honors in Pine Grove Cemetery, Middletown. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105. Duksa Family Funeral Homes at 
Newington Memorial, 20 Bonair Ave., Newington, is 
serving the family. To share your sorrow, please visit us 
at www.duksa.net. 


Y 
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Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Melluzzo, Diane M. (Miller) 


Diane M. (Miller) Melluzzo 78, 
of Portland, CT beloved wife 
of S. Michael Melluzzo passed 
away on December 31, 2021. 
Diane was born on January 
29, 1943, in Hackensack, NJ 
to the late Eugene Miller and 
Anna (Erlick) Miller. She 
graduated from Middletown 
High in 1961, She Retired 
from Aetna. 
7 She was an active member of 
-— meee =6St. Mary Church, Portland Ct 
and devoted much of her time in support 
of the parish. She was a member of the 
Ladies Guild, Mothers Circle, Bereavement 
Committee, Sacristans and K of C Freestone 
Council 7 Ladies Auxiliary, St. Mary Choir. She had been 
a member of the Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords and 
she started Families Anonymous in Portland. 
After Retirement she loved to travel with her husband 
Mike and was able to visit many places around the 


world and made lasting friendships. 
She leaves her 6 children Louis Loffredo (Joyce), Eva 


Roherl, Lisa Loffredo, Christie Ashworth (Wayne), 
Kenneth Melluzzo (Lynne). Kimberley Melluzzo (Pete). 
Eight Grandchildren John Loffredo (Kat), Michael 
Loffredo, Ashley Ghent, Tyler Ghent (Emma), Christopher 
Melluzzo, Hunter Hemingway, and Noah Ashworth, Tej 
Ashworth. Heather Cottrill and Kevin Crabb 
4 Great grandchildren, Caitlynn Robinson, Kevin Crabb, 
Ryan Cottrill and Rachel Cottrill 
Siblings Edward Miller (Shirley), Debra Gould, Skip 
Miller (Mark), Thelma Zanelli (Robert), Brother-in-law 
Frank Melluzzo (Diane) and Many nieces, nephews 
and cousins as well as special friends Elaine Carella, 
Rich and Jackie Lagana Anna May Gustafson and the 
Loffredo Family 
Besides her parents she was predeceased by her 
brother Gene Miller, sister Lorie Miller. 
Funeral services will be private. There will be a 
Celebration of Diane's Life in the Spring. Memorial do- 
nations can be made to St. Mary Church 45 Freestone 
Ave. Portland CT 06480. 
The Portland Memorial Funeral Home, 231 Main St, 
Portland, is in charge of arrangements. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Szarek, Christopher M. 


Christopher Michael Szarek, 
74 of Newington, passed 
away Sunday, December 19, 
2021. Born in Poland to the 
late Frank and _— Janina 
Zolcinska Szarek, he moved 
to the United States at age 
12. Christopher worked as an 
inspector at LAB Thread and 
Gear and was a member of 
the Knights of Columbus for 
many years as well as the 
Daylily Society. He enjoyed cruises and gardening. 
Christopher is survived by his beloved wife of 48 
years, Bonnie Leonard Szarek; sister, Renata Szarek 
Sanford; brother in law, Curt Leonard and 10 nieces 
and nephews. 
Family and friends are invited for calling hours, 
Thursday, January 6, 2022 from 5 to 7PM at Rose Hill 
Funeral Home, 580 Elm St. Rocky Hill. Funeral Services 
will be 1PM Friday, January 7, 2022 also at Rose Hill 
Funeral Home with burial to follow in the Rose Hill 
Memorial Park, Rocky Hill. Please share online expres- 
sions of sympathy, memories or photo tributes at www. 
rosehillfuneralhomes.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


In Loving Memory Of 
MARY J. NELSON 


01/05/1925 - 09/28/2016 
- The Nelson Family 


In Loving Memory Of 
ROSE TOSTARELLI- GEORGE 
1/2/2009 
We love more than words can say 
And miss you each and everyday 
Your loving family 
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deserves to be told. | 


Share your loved one’s story at 
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Discover the Hartford Courant app and enjoy curated articles 
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stories to read at your convenience. 
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Lawmaker taking a 
senior role in Lamont’s 
reelection campaign 


By Daniela Altimari 
Hartford Courant 


Democratic state Rep. Brandon 
McGee is leaving the legislature 
to take a senior role with Gov. Ned 
Lamont’s reelection campaign. 

McGee, a Democrat who has 
represented Hartford and Wind- 
sor in the House of Representa- 
tives since 2013, will step down 
Friday. A special election will be 
held to fill the rest of his term, 
which runs through January 
2023. 

“It’s hard to put into words how 


much I have enjoyed working with 
Brandon,’ House Speaker Matt 
Ritter said. “He isa close, personal 
friend and amazing colleague. I 
know he will be a real asset to Gov. 
Lamont and his team.” 

McGee is the second member of 
the House Democratic caucus to 
step down in recent weeks, follow- 
ing the resignation of Rep. Caro- 
line Simmons in late 2021 after her 
election as mayor of Stamford. 

“After losing Caroline and Bran- 
don, our caucus is down a few 
great legislators so we all need to 
head into 2022 prepared to work 
hard to fill their mighty big shoes,” 
Ritter added. 

Dan Morrocco, Lamont’s 
campaign manager, called McGee 
is “a public servant with deep ties 


1/2 
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State Rep. McGee stepping down 


across the state.” 

McGee first met Lamont in 
2006, when the Greenwich Demo- 
crat was running for U.S. Senate 
against Democratic incumbent 
Sen. Joe Lieberman. “I walked 
the streets of Hartford with him,” 
McGee recalled. 

McGee was in his final year at 
Alabama State University at the 
time but even as a college student, 
he had already accrued political 
experience. He worked with the 
Alabama NAACP as state youth 
and college division president. He 
also held a paid job doing constit- 
uent service for John F Knight, a 
longtime member of the Alabama 
legislature, and helped organize 
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State Rep. Brandon McGee, shown in 2020, is stepping down from 
the legislature to take a senior role with Gov. Ned Lamont’s reelection 
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Bristol the harbor seal shows off her recent surgery scar after rejoining her seal mates Tuesday in a back pool at the Mystic Aquarium. Bristol underwent a 
hysterectomy to stop a life-threatening infection. CHRISTOPHER ARNOTT/HARTFORD COURANT PHOTOS 


Thanks to lifelong pals, 
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Allison Tuttle, senior vice president of zoological operations at Mystic 
Aquarium, in the aquarium’s clinic lab, where Bristol the seal’s uterus 


infection was diagnosed. 


Bristol the seal is back 


After surgery for potentially deadly infection, 
she returns to her Mystic Aquarium habitat 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — If you’re going 
in for serious surgery, it’s good to 
have your close friends around 
you, especially if you’re a harbor 
seal. 

Surrounded by her trainer 
and veterinarian pals, Bristol, a 
harbor seal at Mystic Aquarium, 
underwent a hysterectomy at her 
longtime home to stop a life-threat- 
ening infection. Now fully recov- 
ered and bearing a neat scar on her 
belly, Bristol was reunited Tuesday 
with the other seals in a backup 
pool at the aquarium’s Pacific 
Northwest Habitat area. 


How state keeps unclaimed 
money away from public 


Treasurer’s office has 
returned less than 37% 
of what it has collected 


By Andrew Brown 
and Kasturi Pananjady 
CT Mirror 


Every year, the state of 
Connecticut sweeps up millions 
of dollars in uncashed checks, 
forgotten insurance policies and 
long-ignored investments with 
the promise of seeing those assets 
safely returned to their owners. 

But a state program that was 
created to return so-called 
unclaimed property is operating 
in ways that can make it nearly 
impossible for people to learn the 
government owes them money. 


From the 2000 to 2021 fiscal 
years, the Connecticut Treasur- 
er’s office collected more than $2.3 
billion through that program. Yet 
it returned less than 37% of that 
amount to its owners, according to 
an analysis by the CT Mirror. 

There are clear incentives for 
politicians to keep the money: 
Most of the unclaimed cash goes 
into the general fund, making it 
easier to balance the state budget. 
And part of it also goes to the Citi- 
zens’ Election Fund, the public 
financing apparatus for political 
campaigns. 

While other states such as 
Rhode Island take a more aggres- 
sive approach to returning taxpay- 
ers’ money, the Connecticut 
Treasurer’s office barely markets 
its program. 


As aresult, the burden falls to 
individuals and organizations to 
seek out their own cash. That task 
is made even more difficult by the 
fact that the state effectively hides 
any unclaimed assets valued at less 
than $50. 

The Mirror requested data 
through the state’s Freedom of 
Information Act in an effort to 
understand how much unclaimed 
property the state accumulated in 
recent decades and how much of 
that money remains shielded from 
the public. But simply obtaining 
an up-to-date list of all the people, 
businesses and groups that are 
owed money through the program 
was a challenge. 

The treasurer’s office said its 


Turn to Money, Page 3 


The reintroduction went 
smoothly. Aquarium staff cheered 
and clapped as Bristol briskly 
entered her old splashing grounds 
without any hesitation. 

The other seals basically kept 
their distance as Bristol slid down 
acement ramp before jumping into 
the water. But harbor seals “are 
solitary by nature,” explains Jen 
Rock, a senior trainer at the aquar- 
ium. But Bristol had some inter- 
action with the others previously 
through an underwater gate while 
she recuperated in her own area. 

“She interacts great,” says Rock, 
with both seals and humans. 
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Clean 
Juice now 
open in 
Simsbury 


First Connecticut site 
for nationwide chain 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


The North Carolina-based 
smoothie chain Clean Juice, 
which has 110 locations nation- 
wide, recently opened its first 
Connecticut store, at 1195 
Hopmeadow St. in Simsbury. 

Meagen McCusker, the owner 
of Clean Juice, is a dermatolo- 
gist, with offices in Simsbury 
and Enfield. McCusker’s mother, 
Connie Marcy, is a nutritionist in 
Brookfield. 

McCusker’s life has been 
centered on health and nutrition. 
So during the pandemic, when 
she had time to think about what 
else she wanted to do with her 
life, she decided to open a restau- 
rant selling healthful food. 

“What our town really needed 
is a juice bar, something healthy 
and fast’ McCusker said. “I 
looked at juice chains and a 
lot of them seems to be not as 
healthy, with artificial sweeten- 
ers and food that was processed 
or frozen.” 

The menu has cold-pressed 
juices, fresh juices and well- 
ness shots. Cold-pressed juices 
include Sweet Green (cucum- 
ber, apple, kale, spinach, mint), 
Orange (carrot, pineapple, 
orange, turmeric), Red (apple, 
carrot, beet, lemon), White 
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Clean jules is at1195 faanesdow 
St. in Simsbury. SUSAN DUNNE/ 
HARTFORD COURANT 


Meriden mom starts 
online petition urging 
remote school option 


Governor: ‘I’m going to do everything I 
can to keep kids in the classroom safely’ 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


A Meriden woman has started 
a petition seeking to give parents 
the option of keeping kids home 
for remote classes in the midst of 
arecord surge in COVID-19 cases. 

Tiffany Torok’s petition (bit. 
ly/3sTUhAP) on Change.org urges 
Gov. Ned Lamont to allow a state- 
wide choice on distance learning. 
Attracting more than 5,000 signa- 
tures in 48 hours, the petition says, 
“If it’s unsafe for towns to have 
in-person meetings, it’s unsafe 


for our babies to be in classrooms.” 
Asked at a news conference 
Tuesday, however, if he was deter- 
mined not to return to remote 
learning, Lamont said, “That’s 
correct. I’m going to do everything 
Ican to keep kids in the classroom 
safely. Nothing compares to a 
great teacher in a classroom.” 
Connecticut reported a 24% 
COVID-19 test positivity rate 
Tuesday, Lamont said, surpassing 
a record previously set Monday. 
The state’s seven-day positivity 
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CVS incident exemplifies organized retail crime 


South Windsor heist allegedly pulled off by group 
suspected in similar shelf-clearing thefts in region 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


Charges that South Windsor 
police filed Monday against a New 
York City man illustrate the type 
of high-value, shelf-clearing theft 
that Connecticut cops and store 
owners say has become rampant. 

Police arrested Trent Dance, 
19, of Brooklyn, on charges that 
included organized retail theft, 
third-degree larceny and conspir- 
acy to commit both crimes. Police 
say Trent and two others bagged 
about $6,500 worth of over-the- 
counter medications from a CVS 
Pharmacy on Buckland Road 
on July 29, then headed down to 
Greenwich the same day to boost 
electronics from an Apple store. 

Trent and his partners are 
suspects in similar crimes in other 
Connecticut towns and in New 
York and New Jersey, South Wind- 
sor police spokesman Sgt. Mark 
Cleverdon said. 

“These guys are busy,’ Clever- 
don said. 

Authorities say the merchan- 
dise in such cases often is offered 
for sale online, typically through 
major platforms such as Amazon 
and eBay. CVS alone has lost 
hundreds of millions of dollars to 
organized theft rings. 

In mid-December, Attorney 
General William Tong and Gov. 
Ned Lamont announced forma- 
tion of a task force focused on 
curbing the supply and demand for 
loot from such crimes. The illicit 


marketplace drains about $170 
million in state sales taxes each 
year, Tong said at a news confer- 
ence at a West Hartford CVS phar- 
macy. He called on online market 
platforms and retailers to work 
with the task force. 

Online sales of stolen goods 
have skyrocketed since the begin- 
ning of the coronavirus pandemic, 
authorities said. CVS executive 
Tom Moriarty said the company’s 
losses have been climbing. Fueling 
the trend is the ease with which 
criminals sell items online, Mori- 
arty and others said. 

Organized criminal syndicates 
focus on high-value brands and 
in-demand items such as leather 
goods, over the counter medica- 
tions, health and beauty products, 
designer clothing and power tools, 
according to a report prepared for 
the Retail Leaders Industry Asso- 
ciation and the Buy Safe America 
Coalition. 

Dance and the two other 
suspects hit the CVS in South 
Windsor shortly after 1 p.m., police 
said. Each thief scooped numer- 
ous items into paper gift bags and 
headed for the exit, police said. A 
store employee stood in their way 
and grabbed at the bags, causing 
several items to fall from one, an 
arrest warrant affidavit says. A total 
of 223 items valued at $6,554.87 
was taken, police said. 

In the brief scuffle at the exit, 
one of the suspects dropped a 
cellphone. Along with texts that 
police say appeared to be related 
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Attorney General William Tong, Gov. Ned Lamont and other officials held a news conference at CVS on New Britain 
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Avenue in West Hartford last month to announce a task force focused on organized retail crime. HARTFORD COURANT 


to planned thefts, there also was “a 
negotiation” between the phone’s 
owner and another person pertain- 
ing to prostitution, South Windsor 
police said. Organized retail crime 
investigators say the rings often 
use proceeds to fund other crimes, 
including human trafficking. 
Greenwich police arrested 
Dance and two other suspects on 
charges related to thefts from the 


Victim of deadly Norwich weekend 
shooting was targeted, police say 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


Police are investigating the 
weekend shooting death of a 
46-year-old man in Norwich. 

The deadly shooting happened 
at Mohegan Commons apart- 
ments, 90 North St., about 9:30 p.m. 
Sunday, police said. The wounded 
man was taken to William Backus 
Hospital, where he died. 
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Police on Tuesday identified 
the man as Darnell Thomas, 
who they said originally was 
from New York but was known 
to frequent the Norwich area. 

Detectives believe he was 
targeted and not a random 
victim. They did not release any 
other information because of the 
ongoing investigation. 

Anyone with information 
about the homicide is asked to 
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contact Detective Chris Hawry- 
lik by phone at 860-886-5561, ext. 
3159, or by email at chawrylik@ 
cityoforwich.org. 

Those who wish to be anony- 
mous may call the department’s 
anonymous tip line at 860-886- 
5561, ext. 4. 


Christine Dempsey can be 


reached at cdempsey@courant. 
com. 
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Erin Gibbons feeds fish to Bristol the seal, as the mammal is reunited with other seals following a 
lifesaving surgery at Mystic Aquarium. CHRISTOPHER ARNOTT PHOTOS/HARTFORD COURANT 


Bristol 


from Page 1 


Bristol was found stranded 
in Scarborough, Maine, in June 
2013 when she was just a few 
weeks old. She was transferred 
to the Mystic Aquarium Animal 
Rescue Program, where it was 
determined that due to some 
chronic eye and ear issues, she 
should remain at the aquarium. 

“She has known myself and 
Jen and some of the other train- 
ers for her whole life,” says Erin 
Gibbons, a supervisor of marine 
mammals at the aquarium. 

Bristol’s lifelong trust of the 
aquarium staff was a big factor 
in her recuperation. 

“Some trainers have formed 
strong bonds, and we utilize 
them to make sure that there 
is the least stress put on the 


McGee 
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college students for President 
Barack Obama’s presidential 
campaign. 

McGee, 37, was born in Hart- 
ford. He cites his father as a role 
model, despite his struggles with 
addiction. “He always took care 
of his family,’ McGee said. 

McGee’s inaugural race for 
the 5th District Assembly seat 
was a wild one: He won the 2012 
Democratic primary against 
longtime labor leader Leo Canty 
of Windsor by 153 votes after two 


animal as possible,” says Molly 
Martony, a senior veterinarian 
at the aquarium and part of the 
team that performed Bristol’s 
surgery. 

Bristol’s condition was diag- 
nosed during a routine blood 
check in the aquarium’s clinic lab. 

“Even though she was acting 
normal and eating well, we were 
able to diagnose the infection,” 
Martony says. 

“Tf Bristol did not have surgery, 
she probably would have died,” 
says Allison Tuttle, the aquar- 
ium’s senior vice president of 
zoological operations. 

Bristol is 8 4% years old. Harbor 
seals can live more that 30 years, 
so she’s in the prime of her life. 

Gibbons describes Bristol as “one 
of our great ambassadors. She’s part 
ofour animal encounter programs.” 
Unfortunately, it will be some time 
before the general public gets to see 


recounts, an election complaint 
and hours in court. Canty was a 
longtime political insider who 
won the party’s endorsement; 
McGee was making his first run 
for elective office. 

“It was a very lively entrance 
into the state legislature for me,” 
McGee said. 

As a member of the House, 
McGee championed legislation 
that addresses structural ineq- 
uities. He was the immediate 
past chairman of the Black and 
Puerto Rican Caucus and advo- 
cated for provisions in the canna- 
bis legalization bill that sought to 
repair the damage done by the 


Bristol again. 

“There are a number of 
factors” that will require her to 
stay in the backup pool, Tuttle 
says. Bristol needs to stay in an 
area with smooth surfaces, unlike 
the rocky cement edges of the 
public pools, until that belly scar 
heals. 

There’s also a social dynamic 
at work. 

“We rotate the animals, change 
up the social groups. If Bris- 
tol went out, some of the males 
would take an interest in her and 
we would have to move them out 
of there.” 

“We engage with the animals 
all the time,” Tuttle says. “These 
relationships allow us to keep 
them healthy.” 


Christopher Arnott can be 
reached at carnott@courant. 
com. 


war on drugs. He also provided 
key support for measures that 
expand access to the ballot anda 
bill that declared racism a public 
health hazard. 

McGee serves as co-chair- 
man of the legislature’s hous- 
ing committee, and said one of 
his proudest achievements was 
shepherding through a bill that 
ensures residents facing evic- 
tion have an attorney to repre- 
sent them in court. 

McGee will be the No. 2 staffer 
with the Lamont campaign, with 
the title of political director. 

“I’m very excited to get to 
work,” he said. 


Apple store. Dance also had an 
active arrest warrant on a shoplift- 
ing charge out of Livingston, New 
Jersey, South Windsor police said. 
Using gift bags, he and two other 
suspects stole over-the-counter 
medications from a ShopRite super- 
market in that town, police said. 
The criminal history of another 
suspect in the South Windsor theft 
included cases in Massachusetts, 


Schools 
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rate now stands above 20% for the 
first time since widespread testing 
began more than 18 months ago. 

State officials, however, have 
cited the damage to learning and 
students’ mental health that comes 
with long-term distance learning. 
Torok said she agrees that in-person 
learning is best, but case numbers 
are so high that officials should give 
people a choice on remote learning 
until the numbers subside. 

Her 6-year-old daughter, who 
attends kindergarten in Meriden 
public schools, was exposed to the 
virus before the Christmas break 
and was in quarantine at home for 10 
days. Torok, who also has a 4-year- 
old son, said she has kept the girl 
out of school for the past two days 
because she believes the environ- 
ment is unsafe. Also, she herself has 
an autoimmune disease, Torok said, 
and wants to limit her exposure to 
the virus. She said her daughter has 
received one shot and her son is too 
young to be vaccinated. 

“But this isn’t just about our 
family,” Torok said. “This is more 
about giving families the choice. 
This is so much bigger than me.” 

Others who signed the petition 
and left comments said many chil- 
dren remain unvaccinated and live 
with vulnerable siblings, parents 
and grandparents. 

“Giving people the option to go 
remote not only relieves anxiety 
for those students,” Hilary Stevens 
wrote, “but also makes it safer for 
those that need to be in school as 
there would be less students in the 
building!” 

Following the New Year holiday, 


a es Aid 
Cj ; eee ie 
2 ol i | Ta : 





New York, New Jersey, Pennsylva- 
nia and West Virginia. The suspect, 
police said, “has been consistently 
shoplifting since 2001”and the 
person’s criminal history also 
includes firearms, narcotics, iden- 
tity theft and assault on a police 
officer. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be reached 
at jleavenworth@courant.com 


the omicron variant has sickened 
thousands of teachers, bus driv- 
ers and other school staff, causing 
shortages that forced a few districts 
to close this week. A coalition of 
the state’s largest labor unions on 
Monday called on state leaders 
for more resources and to enforce 
several rigorous safety protocols in 
K-12 schools, including free testing, 
temperature screening students 
before entry, and mandated use of 
N95 masks. 

The coalition, comprised of the 
state’s largest labor unions repre- 
senting over 60,000 public educa- 
tion employees in Connecticut, 
wants the state to provide, distrib- 
ute and require N95 masks be worn 
by everyone in schools. Leaders are 
also calling for cost-free access to 
testing at schools, and to end the 
“unsuccessful practice” of requir- 
ing teachers to instruct both in class 
and to students who are learning 
remotely. 

“Up to 60% of my members don’t 
have access to [N95] masks, and 
more than 70% have reported not 
having access to testing,” said Kate 
Dias, president of the Connecticut 
Education Association. “I think 
we can all agree that that’s not the 
work space we want to be in. That 
doesn’t feel safe, that doesn’t feel 
responsible.” 

Lamont has insisted the state is 
“scouring the globe” for more test- 
ing kits for residents and for school 
districts, even after an agreement 
to obtain a shipment of 500,000 
test kits fell through amid a surge 
in demand. The state has delivered 
3.2 million N35 masks to municipal- 
ities since last Friday. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be reached 
at jleavenworth@courant.com 
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At Clean Juice, among the menu items are the Immunity One juice, from left, 
the Cali Wrap and the Beach Bowl. SUSAN DUNNE/HARTFORD COURANT 


Juice 


from Page 1 


(cashews, Himalayan salt, vanilla, 
cinnamon, maple syrup) and other 
“color” combinations. 

Juices have names such as The 
Immunity One (orange, carrot, 
pineapple, turmeric, lemon) and 
The Energy One (beet, apple, 
orange, celery, carrot, ginger). Well- 
ness shots, which can be added to 
any beverage, are made of elder- 
berry, wheatgrass and other natu- 
ral elements. 

The menu also includes smooth- 
ies, protein smoothies — “you 
can make any smoothie a protein 
smoothie if you want it to bea meal 
replacement,’ McCusker said — as 
well as sandwiches, wraps, toasts, 
acai bowls and salads. 

Cleanses are combinations from 


the cold-pressed menu. “They’re 
all different configurations of that 
menu. We even have a Cleanse 
Club if you want to cleanse once or 
month or so,” McCusker said. “It’s a 
good thing to do after the holidays, 
when people are indulging” 

The shop manager is McCusker’s 
stepdaughter Megan Hill, whose 
“day job” also is in the sciences. She 
is a professor of environment, geog- 
raphy and marine sciences at South- 
ern Connecticut State University. 

Clean Juice is open weekdays 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturdays 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m., Sundays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Another Clean Juice location 
will open at an as-yet unscheduled 
time in the near future in Darien, 
company spokesman Tyler Towne 
said. 


Susan Dunne can be reached 
at sdunne@courant.com. 
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An unknown Connecticut family provided solace to snowbound travelers 
stranded Tuesday night by offering oranges to motorists stopped for hours 


on I-95. SEN. TIM KAINE/COURTESY 


Mystery family gives fruit 
to stranded I-95 drivers 


By Rick Green 
Hartford Courant 


An unknown Connecticut family 
provided solace to snowbound 
travelers stranded Tuesday night 
by offering oranges to motorists 
stopped for hours on I-95. 

U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine, a Demo- 
cratic senator from Virginia and 
one-time presidential candidate, 
was one of the grateful beneficia- 
ries. 

“A CT family returning in a 
packed car from Florida walked by 
in the middle of the night handing 
out oranges as we were stopped for 
hours on I-95. Bless them,” Kaine 
tweeted Tuesday morning. 

Kaine had set out for the 
two-hour drive from Richmond to 
Washington, D.C. on Monday, only 
to spend the next 21 hours grid- 
locked by asnowstorm. 

“I started my normal 2 hour 
drive to DC at 1 p.m. yesterday. 19 
hours later, I’m still not near the 
Capitol. My office is in touch with 
@VaDOT to see how we can help 
other Virginians in this situation. 
Please stay safe everyone,” Kaine 
tweeted Tuesday. 

The storm pounded the mid-At- 
lantic region on Monday, closing 
government offices and leaving 
some parts of Virginia with more 
than 10 inches or more of snow. 

Hundreds of motorists waited 
desperately for help Tuesday 
after being stranded all night in 
freezing temperatures along a 
50-mile stretch of highway south 
of the nation’s capital that became 
impassable when tractor-trailers 


Money 
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computer system generates a full 
list only once every two years, and 
it charged the CT Mirror $200 
for a 300,000-page PDF file that 
contained data that was more than 
five years old. That format makes 
it nearly impossible for an average 
citizen to search all of the unclaimed 
property on their own, and it took 
The Mirror months to convert the 
data into a searchable list. 

After analyzing the data, The 
Mirror found that more than $40 
million of unclaimed property 
collected through 2015 was valued 
at less than $50. All of that money 
is currently concealed from public 
view when people search ctbiglist. 
com. To use a searchable database 
prepared by The Mirror, go to 
https://ctmirror.org/. 

The amount collected and 
returned to citizens varies by year. 
Between July 2020 and June 2021, 
for example, the state acquired 
more than $151 million from vari- 
ous financial assets, but the trea- 
surer’s office returned less than 
a quarter of that amount to its 
owners. It was the worst return 
rate in more than a decade for the 
program, which effectively serves 
as a giant lost-and-found depart- 
ment for the financial world. 

The rest of the money comman- 
deered by the treasurer was 
quickly spent. Every penny that 
isn’t immediately returned to its 
owner is either funneled into the 
state budget or redirected to the 
Citizens Election Fund, a special 
account that politicians can tap to 
pay for their election campaigns. 

But that doesn’t absolve the state 
of those debts. And, according to 
the treasurer’s most recent esti- 
mate, the state now owes more than 
$1.1 billion to nearly 2 million resi- 
dents, businesses and other groups. 


Shielding money 
from the public 


Connecticut’s unclaimed prop- 
erty program enables the state 
treasurer to seize cash, checks, 
bonds, stocks, deposits, dividends 
and insurance proceeds. 

Banks, utilities, insurance 
companies and other businesses 
are all required to turn over those 
assets to the state if they lose track 
of the individual or entity the 
money belongs to for more than 
three to five years. 

That happens often. People 


jackknifed in a winter storm, state 
police said. 

The disabled trucks triggered 
a chain reaction Monday as other 
vehicles lost control and blocked 
lanes in both directions of Inter- 
state 95, the main north-south 
highway along the East Coast. As 
hours passed and night fell, motor- 
ists posted messages on social 
media about running out of fuel, 
food and water. 

Gov. Ralph Northam said his 
team responded through the night, 
sending out emergency messages 
to connect stranded drivers with 
help and working with local offi- 
cials to set up warming shelters as 
needed. He could not say when the 
situation would be resolve. 

“State and local emergency 
personnel are continuing to clear 
downed trees, assist disabled 
vehicles, and reroute drivers,” 
Northam tweeted Tuesday. “An 
emergency message is going to all 
stranded drivers connecting them 
to support, and the state is work- 
ing with localities to open warming 
shelters as needed. While sunlight 
is expected to help.” 

There was no indication Tues- 
day of who it was handing out 
oranges, but Kaine said they told 
him they were heading home to 
Connecticut from Florida. 

“This has been a miserable expe- 
rience,” Kaine told WTOP. Traffic 
was so tightly packed that emer- 
gency vehicles struggled to remove 
disabled cars and trucks, he said. 


A report from the Associated Press 
is included in this story. 


move and forget to update their 
contact information with a bank, or 
they are unaware they are listed asa 
beneficiary on an insurance policy. 

Every state in the country has 
a similar system that collects the 
remnants of people’s financial 
lives. Those programs were set up 
in the 1900s — including Connecti- 
cut’s, which got its start in the 
1930s. 

The Connecticut treasurer’s 
office is largely operating the way it 
did in past decades, when it adver- 
tised its list of unclaimed property 
intermittently in local newspapers. 

The treasurer currently relies 
onan online tool called the CT Big 
List, where people can search their 
names for free to find out if the 
state swept up any of their assets. 
But even that has a major loophole 
built into the system by state law. 

Anyone with an uncashed check, 
forgotten savings account or uncol- 
lected security deposit worth 
less than $50 won’t find their 
money listed there. Yet nowhere 
on the state website is that fact 
mentioned. 


Technological 
upgrades 


Connecticut Treasurer Shawn 
Wooden, who was elected to 
office in 2018, declined through 
his spokesman to be interviewed 
for this story. Instead, his staff 
answered a long list of questions 
via email about how the program 
currently operates. 

The reason the treasurer’s 
office returned so little money in 
the most recent fiscal year, they 
said, was because of the “unprece- 
dented conditions” brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

At that time, the program still 
required paperwork for everything. 
People seeking to retrieve their 
money submitted claims using 
hand-written forms. And they had 
to mail in paper copies of their driv- 
er’s license, social security numbers 
and other personal information to 
prove they were the rightful owner 
of the missing assets. 

That made it difficult for the 
two dozen state employees who 
regularly manage the unclaimed 
property program to do their job 
last year. Not all of them could be 
in the office at once because of the 
public health restrictions during 
the pandemic. And they couldn’t 
take the paperwork — and the 
sensitive information it contained 
— home with them. 

That meant anyone who 
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Bristol fire kills woman 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A woman died and a fire- 
fighter was injured in a fast-mov- 
ing fire that heavily damaged a 
three-family house in Bristol on 
Monday, officials said. 

The fire at 59 Allen St. was 
reported shortly before 11 a.m., 
Fire Marshal Kristopher Lambert 
said. It was burning on all three 
floors when the first crews 
arrived — and residents who had 
escaped the flames said someone 
was on the first floor. 

Firefighters tried to get into 
the burning house but encoun- 
tered what Lambert described 
as “a wall of flames” and had to 
retreat. Another crew put water 
on the fire, allowing a safer way 
in, but it was hours before the fire 
was completely out. 

Crews found the victim on the 
first floor. A state police fire expert 
who is helping with the investiga- 
tion, Sgt. Paul Makuc of the Fire 
and Explosion Investigation Unit, 
said positive identification of the 
female victim is pending confir- 
mation by medical examiners. 

A firefighter slipped and fell 
while fighting the blaze and had 





This is what a burning house in Bristol looked like when firefighters first 
arrived Monday. A woman died in the blaze. COURTESY 


to be treated at Bristol Hospital, 
Lambert said. He was discharged 
later in the day. 

The fire displaced three adults, 
he said. The American Red Cross 
helped them find temporary 
housing. 

All three floors of the house 
are damaged, Lambert said, and 
the flames went through the roof. 
Built in 1915, the building lacks 
fire stops between floors, which 


allowed flames to quickly climb 
behind the walls. 

The house appears to be 
beyond repair, but building off- 
cials will have to decide whether 
it can be salvaged, he said. 

Lambert said the investigation 
into what caused the fire continues. 


Christine Dempsey can be 
reached at cdempsey@courant. 
com. 


Hospitals restrict visitation 


By Eliza Fawcett 
Hartford Courant 


As COVID-19 cases surge in 
Connecticut, hospitals across 
the state have restricted patient 
visitation, echoing the early 
months of the pandemic during 
which outside contact was 
severely limited. 

COVID-19 metrics have soared 
in Connecticut in recent weeks, 
with hospitalizations reaching 
their highest point since May 
2020 and the state’s seven-day 
positivity rate now above 20%, 
the highest it has been since wide- 
spread testing began more than a 
year and a half ago. 

At Hartford HealthCare, patients 
can each have only one visitor per 
day during normal visiting hours, 
under anew policy implemented 
Monday. Exceptions may be made 
for patients with disabilities, those 
in labor and delivery areas, and for 
end-of-life visits. 

“The change we are making is 
one visitor at a time, and not multi- 


attempted to reclaim their missing 
money last year was stuck in line. 
The treasurer’s office said those 
problems were fixed following 
upgrades to its computer systems 
and public website in early 2021. 
Those improvements now 
enable people, for the first time, 
to file a claim online, submit 
the necessary paperwork over 
the internet and check on their 
request through the website. 
Those upgrades, the treasurer’s 
office said, are expected to make 
the process more “user-friendly” 
and should increase the amount of 
money that is returned each year. 
But the changes won’t fix 
other fundamental issues with 
the program, like the millions of 
dollars in smaller assets that are 
still not listed on the state website. 
The treasurer’s office said state 
law requires it to hide all of the 
unclaimed property valued at 
less than $50 from public view. 
They argued that other states do 
the same thing by only advertis- 
ing assets above a set price, and 
they emphasized that Connecti- 
cut residents can still claim those 
small-dollar assets by calling a 
phone number maintained by the 
treasurer’s office. 


A ‘record of 
accomplishments’ 


In its most recent annual reports, 
the Connecticut Treasurer’s Office 
listed the money it shifted from 
the unclaimed property fund to 
the state’s general fund as one of 
its “record of accomplishments.” 

But the cash that remains in the 
state’s possession doesn’t just sit 
idle, waiting for people to come 
and collect. It’s redirected for other 
purposes. 

Connecticut legislators use some 
ofthat money to help pad the state’s 
general fund each year. Over the 
past two decades, state lawmakers 
redirected more than $1 billion from 
the unclaimed property program 
to help supplement that annual 
budget. It provided a $98 million 
cushion for lawmakers during the 
last legislative session alone. 

Connecticut isn’t the only state 
that dips into its unclaimed prop- 
erty fund to help cover government 
spending. Many other states use 
the programs to help fill in yearly 
budget gaps, too. 

But Connecticut has a unique 
use for the money that other states 
don’t: political campaigns. Since 
2006, the leftover cash from the 
unclaimed property program has 


ple visitors coming and seeing the 
patient, which creates an increased 
risk for the patient, and the visitors, 
and our staff, for COVID expo- 
sure,” chief clinical officer Dr. Ajay 
Kumar said Tuesday. 

Hartford HealthCare’s shift 
followed similar policy changes 
at hospitals across the state. 

Last Wednesday, Yale New 
Haven Health announced 
“extremely limited visitor access 
to patients at the hospital and its 
outpatient facilities,” effective 
Dec. 30, due to concern about the 
“highly contagious nature of the 
omicron variant.” 

The policy covers visitation to 
inpatient and outpatient units, 
emergency departments and 
procedural areas, according to the 
health system. 

“In response to the increase 
in COVID-19 cases, we made the 
difficult decision to once again, 
implement a strict visitation 
policy,” chief clinical officer Dr. 
Thomas Balcezak said in a state- 
ment. “By taking these steps, we 


served as the financial backbone 
for Connecticut’s public campaign 
finance system. 

Candidates for the legislature, 
governor and state treasurer have 
all relied on money collected 
through the unclaimed property 
program to fund their runs for 
office over the past 16 years. 

In all, roughly $219 million from 
the unclaimed property program 
was spent on the grants that are 
handed out to political candidates 
to finance their campaigns. 


In other states, a 
‘proactive’ approach 


Anumber of other states moved 
to modernize their unclaimed 
property programs in recent years 
in an attempt to boost the amount 
of money they are returning to 
people’s bank accounts. 

Illinois, Louisiana, Delaware, 
Wisconsin, North Carolina and 
Rhode Island, for instance, have 
all taken on the burden of locat- 
ing owners of unclaimed property 
and automatically mailing checks 
to those people. 

To do that, those states enabled 
officials to cross-check their lists of 
unclaimed property with the most 
recent tax records, social security 
information and other government 
data. And many of those systems 
are already showing results. 

Rhode Island, for example, 
started automatically issuing 
checks to the owners of unclaimed 
property in 2017 after its Trea- 
surer Seth Magaziner asked his 
state legislature to change the law. 
The setup allowed anyone with 
unclaimed property valued at less 
than $2,500 to immediately get 
their cash. It also informed people 
with assets above that amount 
about how to contact the Treasur- 
er’s office to get their money. 

Meanwhile in Connecticut, the 
treasurer’s office hasn’t even been 
successful in returning money 
to the governor and his family. 
According to the data obtained by 
the CT Mirror, Gov. Ned Lamont 
and his wife, Annie, are owed 
somewhere around $15,000 from 
insurance policies and other assets 
that the state took control ofin the 
past. 

The governor’s office did not 
respond to questions about the 
money the Lamonts are owed or 
whether they had ever attempted 
to reclaim that cash. 

But it’s not just the Lamonts 
who could stand to benefit from 
enhancements to the state’s 


are making every effort to keep 
risk minimized and ensure the 
health and well-being of both staff 
and patients across our health 
system.” 

Nathan Grubaugh, an assis- 
tant professor of epidemiology at 
the Yale School of Public Health, 
whose team tracks COVID-19 
variants in Connecticut, tweeted 
on Tuesday that the omicron vari- 
ant accounts for the vast majority 
of recent COVID-19 tests at Yale 
New Haven Hospital. 

At Bristol Hospital, a no-visi- 
tation policy for the hospital and 
outpatient facilities went into 
effect on Dec. 31, with exceptions 
to be made on acase-by-case basis. 

Middlesex Hospital similarly 
closed its hospital and outpatient 
and ambulatory locations to visi- 
tors, with limited exceptions, on 
Dec. 31. The hospital encouraged 
patients to communicate with 
their families virtually. 


Eliza Fawcett can be reached at 
elfawcett@courant.com. 


unclaimed property program. 
Local governments — and their 
taxpayers — could also stand to 
gain. 

The Connecticut treasurer’s 
office said it previously sent out 
notifications to cities and towns 
informing them about unclaimed 
property, but it did away with that 
practice sometime around 2018. 

The office said many munici- 
palities did not follow through by 
submitting a notarized request to 
reclaim their money. And other 
cities and towns could not come 
up with the evidence the program 
requires to finalize their claims. 

Wooden’s staff also said it proac- 
tively contacts some unclaimed 
property owners by mailing post- 
cards to them if their tax informa- 
tion is included in the data the state 
collects from financial institutions. 
Over the past five years, the trea- 
surer’s office sent out 51,000 post- 
cards. 


Millions of creditors 


Connecticut’s unclaimed prop- 
erty fund has historically been a 
profit-maker, but it might not take 
much to transform it into a finan- 
cial loser for the state. 

Connecticut leaders effectively 
took out a loan when they repeat- 
edly used the leftover cash from 
the unclaimed property program 
to finance political campaigns and 
supplement their annual budget. 
And there are now nearly 2 million 
individual creditors who could 
demand that money back. 

Between 2010 and 2021, the total 
amount of money the state owes 
through the unclaimed property 
program more than doubled. 

It’s unlikely that every person 
included on the list of unclaimed 
property will be able to retrieve 
that money. Some of the assets, 
for instance, may not have enough 
personal information available to 
find the owners. Others are so old 
it is unlikely that someone would 
come forward to claim them. 

Even so, the Connecticut trea- 
surer’s office reported in June 
2020 that there is a “reason- 
able possibility” that up to $698 
million will need to be repaid to the 
owners of that unclaimed property 
in the future. That is roughly the 
same amount of unclaimed prop- 
erty the state swept up over the 
most recent five year period. 

The treasurer’s office said it is 
not concerned about that poten- 
tial liability because it leans on the 
state’s roughly $20 billion general 
fund to pay each claim as it comes 
in. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 


Extra Space Storage will hold a 
public auction to sell personal property 
described below belonging to those in- 
dividuals listed below at the location 
indicated: 

177 Brickyard Rd, Farmington, CT 06032 
Auction date- January 19, 2022 at 1 PM 
Nisbet John Unit G15 boxes, clothes and 
hand tools 

Jay Popielarczyk Unit D4 furniture and 
household items 

Jonathon Martinez Unit V8 ~ Rims, 
Household Items, Bike, Washer 

Carmen Marchisello Unit W22 Household 
Goods 

Zelda Covington Unit 13 household items 
Mattia Scott Unit P8 houeshold items 
The auction will be listed and adver- 
tised on  www.storagetreasures.com. 
Purchases must be made with cash only 
and paid at the above referenced facil- 
ity in order to complete the transaction. 
Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid 
and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of 
the personal property. 

1/5/22, 1/12/22 7112540 


Extra Space Storage will hold a 
public auction to sell personal property 
described below belonging to those in- 
dividuals listed below at the location 
indicated: 

643 Farmington Ave. 

New Britain, CT 06053 

860-357-6161 

1/19/2022 at 12:00 AM 

Unit 302 

Steven Sanders 

liv set bed set boxes 

Unit 317 

Luis Sanchez 

Tools, wheels. 

Unit 348 

Victoria Ortiz 

bed frame, tables,tools, ACs. 

Unit 427 

Raymond Sierra 

Compressors and bike parts, grills, tools. 
Unit 470 

Tanairi Hernandez 

Furniture. 

Unit 494 

Meredith Neal 

Furniture, appliances, household goods. 
Unit 647 

Robert Murray 

Furniture. 

Unit 664 

Tanesha Cason 

Fridge, table, beds, furniture and house- 
hold goods. 

Unit 694 

Debra Duquette 

Furniture and household. 

The auction will be listed and adver- 
tised on  www.storagetreasures.com 
Purchases must be made with cash only 
and paid at the above referenced facil- 
ity in order to complete the transaction. 
Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid 
and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of 
the personal property. 

1/5/22, 1/12/22 7114423 


OFFICE OF THE TAX COLLECTOR 
TOWN OF BURLINGTON 


Notice is hereby given to the taxpayers 
of the Town of Burlington that the second 
installment of taxes on Real Estate, 
Personal Property and Supplemental 
Motor Vehicle on the October 1, 2020 
Grand List is due and payable on the 
1st day of January 2022. If taxes are 
not paid or postmarked on or before 
February 1, 2022 such tax will be 
considered delinquent and subject to 
interest at a rate of 1 44% per month or 
fraction thereof from due date. Minimum 
interest $2.00. 


Pay Online: www.burlingtonct.us (fees 
apply) or Mail Payments to: Town 
of Burlington, 200 Spielman Hwy, 
Burlington, CT 06013 

Tax Office Hours: Mon — Thurs 8:00AM — 
4:00PM Fri 8:00AM — 12:30PM 

Closed December 31, 2021 


Allison Breithaupt, Tax Collector 
Town of Burlington 

12/29/21 1/5/22 & 
7111854 


1/28/22 


Extra Space Storage will hold a 
public auction to sell personal property 
described below belonging to those in- 
dividuals listed below at the location 
indicated: 

50 Olesen Rd 

Wethersfield CT 06109 

860-266-3184 

Auction Date- Jan 12, 2022 1:00 PM 
4225 Domonique Chapman House 
goods 

3117 Michael L Patterson House goods 
8124 Carol A Thompson House goods 
8102 Kale’ Harrold House goods 

6314 Hazmir Hodzic House goods 

1106 Alt Terrain House goods 


The auction will be listed and adver- 
tised on  www.storagetreasures.com. 
Purchases must be made with cash only 
and paid at the above referenced facil- 
ity in order to complete the transaction. 
Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid 
and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of 
the personal property. 

12/29/21, 1/5/22 7104420 
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Ilyna Hirskyj-Douglas gave her 10-year-old Labrador retriever, Zack, the power to call her by just moving his toy. UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW VIA THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS 


Future of dog technology? 


Researcher studies pooch’s ability to make 
video call to owner by using special ball 


By Christine Chung 
The New York Times 


way from home, 

dog owners can 

use technology to 

talk to their pets, 
track their every move- 
ment, launch projectile 
treats into the air and even 
spy on them while they’re 
sleeping. 

Dogs themselves can’t 
do much more than watch 
longingly out the window. 
Maybe that’s why the 
possibility of a “DogPhone” 
briefly entranced the media 
world. Who wouldn’t want 
to take that call? 

But the new research that 
inspired those stories, led 
by Ilyena Hirskyj-Douglas, 
an assistant professor at the 
University of Glasgow, was 
mostly aspirational. 

The study involved only 
one dog. The device was 
not an actual phone, nor is 
anything of the kind close 
to market. And the results 
were, at best, inconclusive. 

Using a ball equipped 
with a motion-detecting 
device that triggers video 
calling, Hirskyj-Doug- 
las, whose specialty is 
animal-computer interac- 
tion, gave her 10-year-old 
Labrador retriever, Zack, 
the power to call her by just 
moving his toy. 

“T thought something 
like this could help dogs 
in some way to have more 
control and have choices,” 
Hirskyj-Douglas said in 
an interview. “We decide 
so much of their lives that 
maybe having this choice 
alone is kind of exciting in 
itself.” 

The research, published 
last month in the journal 
Proceedings of the ACM 
on Human-Computer 
Interaction, took place over 


EX-ETIQUETTE 


the course of 16 days, with 
variations in the sensitivity 
of the device. Zack was not 
trained to use the so-called 
DogPhone, the researchers 
said. 

During the experiment, 
Zack called Hirskyj-Doug- 
las about five times a day 
and more than 50 times in 
all. Almost all of the calls 
appeared to have been 
made by accident, the study 
said. 

“Dog was playing with 
his pig and accidentally 
nudged the ball,” the record 
of one 30-second call reads. 

“Dog called by accident 
(climbing onto sofa) and 
then went to sleep,’ reads 
the next, lasting 16 seconds. 

And in dozens of calls, 
the dog was asleep when he 
nudged the motion sensor 
into action. “Dog sleeping 
cuddling the ball.” 

A leading animal behav- 
iorist, Patricia McConnell, 
was skeptical about the 
study. “A sample of one — 
one person and one dog 
— does not a study make,” 
McConnell said, “and I 
wish there had been more 
effort to train the dog to 
use the device instead of 
hoping he’d figure it out.” 

But she said the authors 
were “to be commended 
for their interest in finding 
ways to give dogs more 
agency in their lives, espe- 
cially when left home 
alone.” 

She said the study raises 
interesting issues. “Do our 
dogs want to hear from 
us when we’re away from 
home? Or would they 
say, ‘Don’t call me, I’ll call 
you?’ 99 

In the paper, 
Hirskyj-Douglas and her 
colleagues acknowledged 
their limits in understand- 
ing what a dog meant, or 


didn’t mean, to do. “It is 
possible that we humans 
might not know what an 
animal’s intentions are, or 
how they would interact 
with computer systems 
intentionally,” they wrote. 

In the study’s final days, 
interactions with Zack 
were longer, and he called 
more often, whatever his 
intent. 

During their video calls, 
Hirskyj-Douglas told Zack 
about her day and talked 
about upcoming dog park 
visits. He was especially 
engaged, she said, when she 
flipped her camera to show 
him the city that she was 
moving through, walking 
past buskers and commut- 
ing underground. 

He was not always so 
engaged. “Dog rang me but 
was not interested in our 
call instead was check- 
ing for things in his bed,” 
Hirskyj-Douglas wrote of 
one call. “He was busy else- 
where.” 

She noted that Zack 
never picked up when she 
called. 

Hirskyj-Douglas said 
that although her research 
did not reveal what Zack 
meant to do, it demon- 
strated that dogs could use 
an interactive digital device 
such as hers, if they are 
given the option. 

“They don’t always have 
to be these passive users 
of technology that we’re 
making, and yet all technol- 
ogy that mostly comes out 
is passive usage,” she said, 
adding that her research 
“showed the future of dog 
technology can be very 
different from what it 
currently is.” 

The pet surveillance 
business is booming. As 
products with cameras, 
speakers and GPS devices 





Ilyena Hirskyj-Douglas on a video call with her dog Zack. 


have proliferated, an 
increasing number of pet 
owners are turning to 
devices that let them be 
with their pets, even when 
they’re not physically in the 
room. 

Last year, the pet tech 
market value topped 
$5.5 billion, according 
to an industry report by 
the research firm Global 
Market Insights, which 
projects that the market 
will swell to more than $20 
billion by 2027. Top-selling 
products include collars 
and toys equipped with 
GPS trackers. 

Hirskyj-Douglas said 
that technology such as 
her device, which was not 
developed for sale, could 
potentially help assuage 


Children’s resilience after divorce varies greatly 


By Jann Blackstone 


Tribune News Service 


Q. My husband and I 
do not get along and ’'m 
wondering, if we divorce, 
willit really screw up 
the kids, or is that just 
something mental health 
professionals tell us? 
Aren’t kids naturally 
resilient? What’s good 
ex-etiquette? 

A. Kids face all sorts of 
trials as they grow and they 


may be affected by all sorts 
of things, but you can bet 
their parents breaking up 
remains high on the list. 
Aside from mom and dad 
no longer living together, 
they will never again be 
able to curl up on the couch 
with both parents. They 
may have to move, possibly 
change schools. A breakup 
should never be taken 
lightly. 

Do children have to 
know the specifics of the 


problems their parents 
face? I always suggest 
parents put themselves in 
their children’s shoes. Ask 
yourself, would telling my 
child this information make 
them feel more safe and 
secure? Would knowing 
this information about me 
or their other parent help 
them sleep better at night? 

This is when I hear, “Are 
you suggesting I LIE to my 
child? He deserves to know 
the truth!” 


Lying to your children 
is not appropriate, but you 
may not use the best judg- 
ment if you offer question- 
able information when 
you are hurt or angry. Let 
the dust settle first. Then 
consider, “Is this infor- 
mation my children really 
need to know?” 

Finally, to refer to the 
original question, yes, kids 
are resilient, but some are 
more resilient than others. 
Some take their parents’ 





isolation and separation clusive research about 

anxiety inpets—aproblem whether dogs could fully 

that many petownershave — recognize human faces on 

noted overthe course ofthe screens. 

coronavirus pandemic. “Dogs are so variable, 
Experts said it was they’re just like us?’ McCo- 


nnell said. She said she 

was fascinated to see more 
research on the agency and 
autonomy of pets, and how 


unclear to what extent dog 
technology products could 
help. 

McConnell, a retired 


professor from the Univer- _—it might change human 
sity of Wisconsin-Madi- relationships to dogs. 

son, and Dr. Andrea Tu, a Hirskyj-Douglas, who 
behavior veterinarian who dedicated the study to her 


was also not involved with 
the research, said there was 
very little research about 


dog, said she hoped there 
would be a shift to the use 
of networked devices to 


technology made for dogs. expand a pet’s world and 
Current products on give a greater sense of free- 

the market, such as video dom. 

cameras, could be great for “l’m acrazy dog lady 


who would love to see more 
dog-controlled technology,” 
she said. 


some pets, but could create 
more anxiety in others, they 
said. They also noted incon- 


DREAMSTIME 


> 
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breakup in their stride; your BEST to fix that first. 
others are affected fortheir You can always leave. You 
entire life. may not always be able to 


My take is this: You 
start where you live. Do 


return. That’s good ex-eti- 
quette. 
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CELEBRITIES 


Bowie’s extensive music catalog sold 


From news services 


The extensive music 
catalog of David Bowie, 
stretching from the late 
1960s to just before his 
death in 2016, has been 
sold to Warner Chappell 
Music. 

More than 400 songs 
— among them “Space 
Oddity,’ “Ziggy Stardust,” 
“Fame,” “Rebel Rebel” and 
“Let’s Dance” on 26 Bowie 
studio albums released 
during his lifetime, a post- 
humous studio album 
release, “Toy,” and two 
studio albums from Tin 
Machine, as well as tracks 
released as singles from 
soundtracks and other 
projects — are included. 

Financial details of the 
sale were not released. 
However, sources 
confirmed to Variety that 
the price was upward 
of $250 million. Warner 
Chappell is the music 
publishing wing of Warner 
Music Group Corp. 

Last year, Warner Music 
Group reached a deal 
with the Bowie estate 
that gave Warner Music 
licensed worldwide rights 
to Bowie’s recorded music 
catalog from 1968. 

Bowie, born David 
Jones, died in January 
2016 after battling cancer 
for 18 months. 


‘Nirvana baby’s’ lawsuit 
tossed: A judge has 
dismissed a lawsuit 
brought by the so-called 
“Nirvana baby” who was 
featured on the rock band’s 
iconic “Nevermind” cover 
and who is now as old as 
the 30-year-old album. 

US. District Court 
Judge Fernando M. Olguin 
ordered Monday that artist 
Spencer Elden’s child-por- 
nography lawsuit against 
Nirvana and its associ- 
ates be dismissed after 
Elden missed a deadline 
to respond to a December 
motion to have it thrown 
out, according to an order 
reviewed Tuesday. 

In August, Elden filed 
the $150,000 federal 





The catalog of David Bowie, who died in 2016, has been sold 
to Warner Chappell Music. KATHY WILLENS/AP 2003 


lawsuit in California. 


Meyers contracts COVID- 
19: This week’s remaining 
episodes of “Late Night 
with Seth Meyers” have 
been scrapped after the 
host tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

Meyers tweeted Tues- 
day about his positive 
result but said he felt fine, 
thanking the vaccine and 
a booster shot. He hosted 
an original broadcast on 
Monday. NBC canceled 
the shows scheduled from 
Tuesday to Friday. 

“Tune in next Monday 
to see what cool location 
we will try and pass offasa 
studio!” Meyers tweeted. 


Goldberg tests positive: 
Whoopi Goldberg has 
tested positive for COVID- 
19. Goldberg’s diagno- 
sis was revealed by Joy 
Behar, one of her co-hosts 
on “The View,’ during a 
broadcast Monday. 
“Whoopi unfortunately 
tested positive before the 


break, but she’ll probably 
be back next week,” Behar 
shared. 

Behar also affirmed that 
Goldberg’s health condi- 
tion isn’t a cause for alarm. 
“Since she’s vaccinated and 
boosted, her symptoms 
have been very, very mild. ” 

“The View” reintro- 
duced asemi-remote 
production for Monday’s 
episode, with co-hosts 
and guests broadcasting 
from different locations as 
a safety precaution. The 
talk program may continue 
to employ the format in 
upcoming weeks. 


Jan. 5 birthdays: Actor 
Robert Duvall is 91. Jour- 
nalist Charlie Rose is 80. 
Actor Diane Keaton is 76. 
Actor Ted Lange is 74. 
Actor Pamela Sue Martin 
is 69. Actor Clancy Brown 
is 63. Actor Vinnie Jones is 
57. TV personality Carrie 
Ann Inaba is 54. Actor 
Bradley Cooper is 47. Actor 
January Jones is 44. Actor 
Brooklyn Sudano is 41. 


Creator says series ‘not just’ 


a murder or civil rights story 


By Greg Braxton 


Los Angeles Times 


Before Trayvon Martin, 
Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud 
Arbery and George Floyd, 
there was Emmett Till. 

In recent years, the kill- 
ings of these Black Ameri- 
cans and numerous others 
have been fiery sparks 
propelling the Black Lives 
Matter movement, culmi- 
nating in the racial reck- 
onings of 2020. But such 
incidents were preceded 
decades earlier by another 
galvanizing crime: the 1955 
kidnapping and killing 
of the 14-year-old Till in 
the Jim Crow South after 
he was accused of whis- 
tling at a white woman ina 
grocery store. 

That horrific act, and 
the determined battle by 
Till’s mother, Mamie Till- 
Mobley, to punish those 
responsible, was a catalyst 
for the formation of the 
civil rights movement that 
gained national momen- 
tum in the 1960s. But 
while many key events in 
the history of the move- 
ment have been examined 
in documentaries and 
dramatized by film and 
TV, Till’s slaying has not 
been a major focal point in 
these efforts. The brutal- 
ity of his death — he was 
tortured and lynched — 
and lingering questions 
that hampered the quest 
for justice for years placed 
the killing beyond Holly- 
wood’s reach. 

ABC steps into that 
void with its limited series 
“Women of the Move- 
ment,” which shines a 
new light on Till and his 
mother. Premiering Jan. 6 
and airing over three 
consecutive weeks, the 
six-episode series is one of 
the most powerful — and 
potentially risky — projects 
revolving around race ever 
developed by a broadcast 
network. 

Creator and executive 
producer Marissa Jo Cerar, 
whose writing credits 
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Adrienne Warren as Mamie Till-Mobley in the limited series 
“Women of the Movement.” ELI JOSHUA ADE/ABC 


include “The Handmaid’s 
Tale,’ became emotional 
when asked about the 
relevance of the project 
in connection with recent 
headlines about racism 
and the tragic deaths of 
Black people at the hands 
of others. 

“These stories keep 
happening,” she said, 
wiping away tears. “Our 
people keep getting 
murdered. It’s so horrify- 
ing to look at social media 
and to see acertain group 
of people immediately 
criminalizing victims. It’s 
devastating. They just see a 
dead body. They don’t see 
the light that was extin- 
guished. I want people to 
see Emmett before he was 
a victim or martyr, just as I 
hope they could see Tray- 
von or George Floyd or — 
there’s too many names to 
list.” 

Cerar became more 
composed as she added, 
“They were babies, they 
were people, they were 
members of their commu- 
nities. I just want people to 
see their humanity.” 

Each week’s installment 
is followed by an hourlong 
episode of the ABC News 
docuseries “Let the World 
See,” examining Till- 
Mobley’s life and activism. 

Among those appear- 
ing in the docuseries are 


former first lady Michelle 
Obama, rapper Common, 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson and 
author-scholar Michael 
Eric Dyson. Actor Nia 
Long will read excerpts 
from Till-Mobley’s 
memoir, “Death of Inno- 
cence: The Story of the 
Hate Crime That Changed 
America.” 

Still, Cerar acknowl- 
edged that audiences may 
be hesitant, at least at first, 
to watch a historical drama 
about the vicious slaying of 
an innocent Black youth. 

“There might be people 
who say, ‘Do we need to 
hear about another racially 
motivated murder?” Cerar 
said. “What I will ask is 
that they keep watching.” 

She stressed that 
“Women of the Move- 
ment” would highlight 
the emotional and inspi- 
rational elements of Till- 
Mobley’s journey. 

“This is not justa 
murder story or a civil 
rights story. The only 
way I would consider it 
was coming at it from the 
mother’s point of view, and 
approaching it as a family 
drama based on a true 
crime. We get to know the 
people before the tragedy 
so we can relate to them 
more. It’s a boy’s coming of 
age. It’s awoman’s coming 
of age,” Cerar said. 










ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Friend’s alcoholism is veering out of control 


Dear Amy: My friend is a 
drunk. This is disgusting to 
watch. 

At several points over 
the years, when I have 
traveled with her, she has 
found ways to drink while 
a passenger in my car — 
often from a “water bottle” 
that has vodka in it. 

If I were stopped by 
police and they found open 
liquor within reach inside 
my car, I would be immedi- 
ately fired from my job. 

I have discussed this 
with my friend, but she has 
still violated my trust. 

She has gone to rehab, 
tried cold turkey and been 
hospitalized. She lost her 
job due to her alcoholism. 

She is an educated, viva- 
cious, loving, caring friend 
who stood at my side when 
life kicked me in the head 
and heart as I dealt with 
the loss of my mother, and 
as other friends backed 
away. 

I love our friendship. 

I recently hosted a holi- 
day celebration. I thought 
I was on alert, but I didn’t 
notice how much she was 
drinking. 

I looked across the table 
and saw (once again) the 
half-mast eyes, mouth 
agape with food dribbling 
out, down her dress, and 
onto the floor. Her face was 
almost in her plate. She 
spent the night passed out 
on my couch. 

I have reached my limit. 
I spoke with her the next 
morning. She apologized 
profusely, but I realize that 
means nothing. 

I would be mortified to 
be in that state of inebria- 
tion, but she doesn’t seem 
to have any shame at all. 

I want to include her 
when I entertain or go out 
with other friends, but I 
don’t want to watch her get 
drunk or have to take care 


of adrunk. 
What is there left to do? 
— Disgusted 


Dear Disgusted: You say 
that your friend has no 
shame, and yet you seem 
determined to shame her. 

Think of her as an 
addict, not a “drunk.” 
Shelve your disgust and 
replace it with compas- 
sion for someone who has 
a disorder that is currently 
raging out of control. Look 
at all she has lost! 

You should not drink in 
front of her or with her. 
You should not serve alco- 
hol to her, or have it acces- 
sible, and expect her to be 
able to control her drink- 
ing. Because she obviously 
cannot. 

You cannot save her 
from her addiction. But 
you needn’t enable it, 
either. Stop chastising 
her. Tell her that you love 
her and that you value the 
gift of her friendship, but 
that she has relapsed, and 
you are worried about 
her. (Relapse is extremely 
common). 

She needs professional 
help and rehab, as well as 
your ongoing compassion. 
Offer to research options 
with her and encourage 
her to enter a program. 


Dear Amy: I am blessed to 
have retired before the age 
of 50. 

I am now in my mid-50s, 
and my life is great, but my 
in-laws think I should go 
back to work. 

We had a fairly OK rela- 
tionship before my retire- 
ment, but now when I am 
around them, they tell me I 
am too young to retire, and 
this has caused a discon- 
nect in our relationship. 

I didn’t know there was 
an age requirement on 
retiring, as long as you are 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April 

19): Secrets could come 
out for you in a good way 
today, as you might finally 
get public recognition for 
work you’ve been putting 
in behind the scenes. 
However, you may also be 
rewarded more privately 
for your achievements. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
You may find yourself 
idealizing a community 
you belong to, especially 
one that has a focus on 
spirituality or improving 
the world. While it’s fine to 
enjoy the good vibes, make 
sure you don’t completely 
lose your own identity in 
the intense energy of this 
group. You are still respon- 
sible for your own actions! 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Promising career develop- 
ments may be brewing for 
you now, but someone that 
you’re eager to impress 
could be more interested 
in discussing big ideas than 
in being specific. While 
you likely have reason to be 
proud that you’re getting 
recognized, try to keepa 
clear head. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Getting the confidence to 
explore your adventurous 
side on your own might be 
difficult. However, join- 
ing forces with someone 
else could be reward- 

ing! Whether you work 
together to plan an exciting 
trip or set out on amore 
inward journey, two heads 
are better than one. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Jan. 5, 1896, an Austrian 
newspaper, Wiener Presse, 
reported the discovery of a 

type of radiation that came 

to be known as X-rays. 


In1925, Democrat Nellie 
Tayloe Ross of Wyoming 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Your intuition may be 
strong today, which could 
help you get insight on 

a frustrating potential 
problem with your health. 
Sometimes it makes sense 
to view your body issues as 
random things, but right 
now it may be more useful 
to look at any complaints 
as intentional messages. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Admiring a helpful person 
in your life isn’t a bad thing, 
but doing so to the point 
you see them as the source 
of everything positive 
might cause some issues. 
Try to clarify where they 
end and you begin. You 
might have trouble taking 
credit for your own good 
qualities if you give them 
too much credit. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Sticking closely to your 
well-planned routine 
might not be realistic 
today, but you proba- 

bly need a break from it 
anyway. Letting go could 
feel really good for you 
now, so you might as well 
embrace a chill mood. 
Doing nothing is actually 
the best thing to do. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You can bring fun into your 
routine interactions with 
the people around you 
today! While your sign has 
a reputation for transfor- 
mation, that doesn’t always 
have to mean something 
dramatic. You may be able 
to do something as simple 
as transform acquain- 
tances into friends. 


took office as America’s 
first female governor. 


In 1933, construction began 
on the Golden Gate Bridge. 


In1943, educator and 
scientist George Wash- 
ington Carver died in 
Alabama at about age 80. 


In1949, in his State of the 
Union address, Harry S. 
Truman labeled his admin- 
istration the Fair Deal. 


financially secure. 

How can I respond to 
this? 

— Enjoying Retirement 


Dear Enjoying: I suggest 
you respond with a version 
of “Aren’t you sweet?” 
before transitioning your 
in-laws away from you 

as the topic of conversa- 
tion. One way to do this is 
to ask a question, “Do you 
remember how old your 
own parents were when 
they retired?” 

They might say, “Our 
folks never retired!” which 
would give you some 
insight into their backstory 
and point of view. 

There is nothing wrong 
with a little disconnect 
between the generations, 
but I hope you won’t let 
this difference of opinion 
grow into anything more 
than that. 


Dear Amy: Thank you for 
your “Book on Every Bed” 
column. 

I love this idea. 

I recently returned 
to the workforce, work- 
ing with low-income 
preschoolers. 

Each day before rest 
time I read the same very 
sweet book. 

For the holidays, I gave 
each of my students their 
Own copy. 

I hope I have helped 
instill the love of reading 
and a good book. 

— Happy With My Little 
Ones 


Dear Happy: Your 
preschoolers will treasure 
this book. Thank you for 
encouraging literacy. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Getting some posi- 
tive news about your 
finances could help you 
see possibilities you hadn’t 
previously thought of. 
Even if you don’t have the 
resources to act just yet, 
even getting to where your 
next step is visible is huge! 
You may not be able to 
work out the details. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Putting the best spin 
on yourself may encourage 
others to agree that you 
look good today — plus, 
you don’t have to worry 
about this being selfish! 
When you move through 
life with healthy self-con- 
fidence, you have a positive 
attitude that can spread to 
the people around you. Pay 
attention to others. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Your financial picture 
may be brighter than you 
think! As money planet 
Venus remains retrograde 
through your 12th House 
of Secrets, you might redis- 
cover funds you’d forgot- 
ten about or thought were 
lost. While this could be 
exciting, let the dust settle 
before you commit. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 
20): It’s often easier to let 
people think what they 
want about you. You need 
to know when to stop! 
Don’t let yourself drift into 
a commitment that you 
know isn’t going to work 
out just to keep the peace 
in the moment. Make sure 
youre getting attention for 
reasons you can live with. 


In1953, Samuel Beck- 
ett’s two-act tragicom- 
edy “Waiting for Godot” 
premiered in Paris. 


In1998, Sonny Bono was 
killed when he struck a 
tree while skiing. 


In 2020, voters in Geor- 
gia turned out for Senate 
runoff elections that would 
result in victories for 
Democrats Jon Ossoff and 
Raphael Warnock. 
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BONUS PUZZLE PAGE 


An extra array of word games, search and Jumble. Want more? Play online at PlayJumble.com 





Scan QR code to 





WORD SEARCH 
Wordsearch: mythical creatures 


Can you find all the words hidden in the grid? Read backwards or forwards, up or down, or 
diagonally. The words will always be in a straight line. Cross them off the list as you find them. 


SUDOKU 


tevel: (7 ][2 KEN 


Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every 
digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
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NAWEDLUXODNILMERGCC 
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by Jacqueline E. Mathews 





THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


JO WUSLS 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


How’s it feel to be one of the 
richest people in t 





ert 

ALT Pe 

anne Ee 
28 


ett 
aan eee 
PTT PEP tT Pe 
et Ane 
“lL mee ee) eee 
“L) me | | tT 
“L] Bt | | | | 


Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 12/27/15 





©2016 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 










COREE 
NN _LAIN 


Z| 







Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 


— - 
~~ Ow 
PAE earn, Panne 
item de igs 


a 


AFTER THEY STRUCK GOLV, 
THE OWNER. OF THE 
GOLD MINE WAS A --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 


iY VN YN 

CY Y | Cy. to form the surprise answer, as 

NAN Nd! suggested by the above cartoon. 

“LK XL KK XN KC Oy” 
NAINA AN AN. AN CAIN AR KA_LARK_LUAR_LUARL OS) 

IGLOO AUDIO MEMBER NICELY 


After they struck gold, the owner of the gold 
mine was a — “BULLION-AIRE” 

























Jumbles: 
Answer: 





PJEIRIF/O[RIMIE|R, 


ACROSS 

1 “The Bernie __ Show” 

4 Katic of “Castle” 

9 TLC’s “__ Little Family” 

12 “Message __ Bottle”; Kevin 
Costner movie 

13 “Vet __”; John Wayne film 

14 Refrain syllable 


15 Lieutenant Colonel: abbr. Redding hit 

16 Jumped - 
19 re . t 

17 “Tic __ Dough”; game show of DOWN scp 


old 
18 Ross or Rigg 
20 Ridiculous 


22 Actress on “Fresh Off the Boat” 


26 “The __ Nine Yards”; movie for 
Bruce Willis 

27 “How the West __ Won” 

28 Curved edge 

29 Cleopatra’s downfall 

32 “Mad __ You” 

35 Sci-fi series for Barry Sloane 

39 Transparent 

40 Actress Eva Marie __ 

42 “The Raven” poet 

43 Popeye’s love 


Stay 


nin 


> |= |>[H|H]o| 


> |m |) 


| [mo [oc 
Az | |~|[a) 


S ‘: 


©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 





47 Prizm or Spectra 


48 ...HST, DDE, JFK, LB, 





49 “Trailers for sale or rent, rooms 


__, fifty cents...” 


50 Egg producer 


51 


“Say __ to the Dress” 


52 Sommer and her namesakes 
53 “___ a Little Tenderness”; Otis 


OCONO OI RON — 


_-mannered; calm and gentle 
Playful action 

Pod used in making chocolate 
Comedy romance film for Tom 
Hanks and Daryl Hannah 

“a yellow ribbon ‘round the...” 
Apple pie __ mode 

KLM followers 

Upper room 

Canada’s capital 


10 One of the planets 


11 


“The Amazing __” 


19 180° from SSE 


21 


“Orange Is the __ Black” 


23 Sacred scroll 
24 Excuse 
25 Namesakes of the captain in 


29 “Jeff, Who Lives 


“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea” 
”* Jason 





Segel movie 


30 Martin and Charlie 


31 


__-wee’s Playhouse”; series of 
the past for Paul Reubens 


33 Rattles 
34 Actress Leoni 


36 “Murder, She __” 


37 “The Price Is __” 
38 Contemptuous look 
39 Agile; lively 


At 


Randall or Danza 


44 Chat room laugh 


45 Type; variety 


46 Pop singer Bobby __ 


KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 





ARROW WORDS 


Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 
the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 


Pleasant | Profound 


Century [Manhattan 
‘fists Adorable 


Wood 
shop tool 

ery 
expensive 


Slight 
amount 


a 
1 
Makes 
watertight 
Goes 


Aa 


OO 


Hotel 
room 
cleaner 


NATO 
word 


SMMERMMEL 
BRE RCREI 
BRReCRERET 


| 


EEIMOREIEE 
EUREE 


Wine 
sediment 





Fronded 
plant 


Vast 
amount 
_ 


Side ina 
war 


Essential 
flower oil 


Make well 

Laid hold 
of Barn 

bundle 


5 

Car shaft 
Kicker's 
aid 


Fire 


In the style 
remnant of 


Ireland's 
--- Lingus 


2 
Cowboy's 


©2018 Knight Features. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency. 


10/28/18 


Solution: cloud, flowers, crown princess, bow dress, legs of the frog, the frog’s toungue, necklace, fruits, tree and mouth princess 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz 





aS 
mil 


BY peep ON-LINE, 
TOTHE LIF HUH? ITSTHE PEOPLE CAN CUSTOMIZE THEIR 
URCH PERFECT PRAYER |. WORSHIPING NEEDS, THERES 
yeh VIRTUAL COMMUNION, OF COURSE, 
BAND INTERACTIVE BIBLE STORIES... 


AND THIS /S MY SERMON PAGE, 
WHICH SITE VISITORS LITERALLY 


DRAW TWO MILLION HITS A DAY, 


FLOCK TO! THIS SECTION MUST mo 
y 









MAY I RECOMMEND 
THE DONOT DIET? 





Distributed by Andrews McMeel! Syndication 


NOW 1 KNOW WHY THE 
ENGLISH DRINK TEA. 


ROZ, WHAT'S THE DEAL WITH 
THE COFFEE THIS MORNING? 


1 SWITCHED 
TO ENGLISH 
COFFEE. 
WHAT DO 
YOU THINK? 





TAPPING YOUR IT'S WHAT AR I'M WAITING 
FINGERS LIKE THAT [9 }| NERVOUS|e FOR A TEXT 
A LITTLE ANNOYING. ENERGY. |2 U ee pee 





www.facebook.com/dustinc 


Pearls Before Swine By Stephan Pastis 


HEY RAT THIS 1S BONEY BONE | | YEAH, YOU CAN'T JUST LIVE &| FEAR IS UNDERRATED. 
THE CHEW TOY. I FINALLY CON-| | YOUR WHOLE LIFE IN FEAR! 
VINCED HIM TO GET OUTALIT- 
TLE AND START EXPERIENCING 
THE WORLD, 


I BROUGHT YOU A_ |j MADE 

LITTLE SHOUVENIR | BY ONE 
FROM MY HOME | OF THE 
SHTAYCATION. | LOCALS. 


Arctic Circle By Alex Hallatt 
COULD THEY DEFEND 


USING DRENES To TRACK 
ENDANGERED SPECIES 
ISN'T ENOUGH. 


THEM FROM FoACHERS? 





© 2022 Alex Hallatt, dist. by King Features Syndicate 





bS Nou KNOW, AGAIN: T WON'T 
T WON'T GE IN BE IN CLASS 
CLASS THE FIRST DURING THAT 
WEEK IN MARCH, VACATION! 


" ©2022 Ruff Sketch, Inc 









WoKe UP a = | 




















HUNGRY, OH. 
REALLY? BRILLIANT! 
THAT'S THERE'S YOUR 





FOR THE NEW YEAR, I'VE DECIDED 
TO ROLL MY PRICES BACK TO }|.|PRICES ARE A LOT MORE THAN 
WHAT THEY WERE -|YOU USUALLY 

IN 2005 >>) ae 


Wat 
“Ng 
g tL 


Syndicate, Inc. World Rights res 


Si 
[/ = 

iF i 

/ GREAT! LET'S \q) 

\ SEE WHAT WE ) = 


g HAVE HERE SS) 
ZS = — i 





© 2022 by King Features 





Dilbert By Scott Adams 


THIS IS BOB, FROM 
ELBONTIA. IT INTER-— 
VIEWED HIM BY PHONE 
AND LIKED WHAT I 
HEARD. THIS IS HIS 
FIRST DAY. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM 





FOR S-FOOT-9 
PRANIT SMITH: 
NEW STATURE, 





PRANIT 


| CAN'T MARRY YOU... 
'M NOT READY! 


i) 


MR. BELLUSO --YOU SAY 


YOU CREATED THESE CHARACTERS } | 


OVER TEN YEARS AGO. HAVE 
YOU MADE NO ATTEMPT TO 
MARKET THEM DURING THAT TIME? 









OKAY, OKAY. ENOUGH 
QUESTIONS, SOPH- 






A 4 y 






SHOULD 


GoComics.com/Baldo 


Facebook.com./BaldoComics e 


COMING HERE TO 
PASADENA IS THE 
CLOSEST THING WE’VE 
EVER HAD TO A 
VACATION, 





Lio By Mark Tatulli 


t 





's McMeel Syndicati 


SIRE, THE AMBASSADOR FROM I LOVE HOW YOU LEFT YOUR 
YORKINGTON IS HERE TO =| HALLOWEEN DECORATIONS 


DISCUSS TRADE 


REMEMBER 
THAT TIME 
s| HE BROKE 
HIS LEG AND 
HIS FRIENDS 
SIGNED HIS 
sh CAGT,..? 


Who wrole | 
“gel well Soon: 
That's $0 nof 

funny ! 
Ae ) 


RHYMES WITHORANGE. Com 


PRINTS AT 





. 





HOLLYWOOD! 
NICE 
SHOOTING! 


SNEAKING AROUND YOUR OWN HOUSE? WHAT IS ON THAT 
DRIVE THAT YOU'RE TRYING TO HIDE? 


GLIB NOBBA UG 
FRAPAJAMA BING 
BONG BAM. 





NO CHOICE, GABE. HAD 
TO COVER THE SPREAD. 


>—_ 2] 


WILBUR! DON’T 
BE LIKE THAT! 


NO. YOU SEE, I HAD 
BEEN REFINING THE 
CONCEPT UNTIL IT 
REACHED PERFECTION. 
IT HAD NOT BEEN READY 
. FOR THE PUBLIC UNTIL 
Nite WOW. A 













MY TEACHER THINKS 1 


GET PERFECT 
, GRADES! 


THAT’S NOT SO! WHAT 
ABOUT THAT TIME WE 


os Inc. All rights reserved 


OUT/ 









YOU BET ON § 
THE GAME? 





WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO ANSWER 
ANY OF THEM, SAMZ 







HOW DID 


YOU INTER— ,, 10 BE 


VIEW A GUY Brae 
WHO DOESN'T OO Ue 
SPEAK YOUR 

LANGUAGE? 


TALKING. 


2022 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 





1-85-22 


NO, BUT TEVIN WAS 
SAYING REDFORD WAS 
GOOD LAST YEAR — 


BN 
ras 


~ =  S8; 
7 (MNO | SAID WE'D 

= HANOLE ‘EM 
iy) 


AN INGE SE Bo 
ie ee 








UNFORTUNATELY, THE 
VERSION THE PUBLIC 
NOW KNOWS |S JUST 
WATERED-DOWN 7H/EVERY/ 










STILL ANOTHER 
QUESTION- 







© 2022 Baldo Partnership/Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syncaication 





GOU’RE RIGHT... 
THIS 15 REALLY 


ean.com/books 


funkywinkerb 








NEEDLESS TO SAY, WE GOT 
THE TRADE DEAL 





For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 
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LITTLE HEAVY 
ON THE WAX... 


©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 


YES, BUT HE 
DOESN'T WANT 
TO SEE YOU 


WHEN SHOULD 
I COME 





I'M GETTING I FIGURE 
RID OF ANYTHING 
OUTDATED OLDER THAN 
Se TRIXIE GETS 
TOSSED. 
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LL BET YOU ENTER MY 
FAULTS INTO THAT DIARY! 
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Hoh, HOLD ON... 


NW CLIENT NEEDS 
NORE THAN JUST 
K. LOUEN ROCK! 
TELL You HAT... 
TURAN IN A SLING, 
AND MANGE WE'VE 


Got 


DINID ama 
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Curtis By Ray Billingsley 


A SHY YOUNG MAIDEN 
SLOWLY APPROACHED. 


“TAM NADILAH. IF 
ae NOU SHARE YOUR 
WATER WITH 
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Pickles By Brian Crane 


DON'T BOTHER ME, HA! | NEVER READ 

EARL. I'M READING INSTRUCTIONS, | 
THE INSTRUCTIONS JUST USE MY 

FOR THIS QUILT COMMON SENSE. 


READING INSTRUC- 
TIONS TAKES ALLTHE 
ADVENTURE OUT 
OF LIFE, 


AND THATS WHY THE 
\KEA BOOKSHELF WE 
BOUGHT ENDED UP 

LOOKING LIKE A LOP- 
SIDED CHICKEN COO. 
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4OU ARE SOWARM 
AND SNUGGLY, CLAPTON! 


I JUST WANT TO 
CUDDLE YOU ALL 
THE TIME! 











UAPPINGZF THAT 
ZAMPLY CANNOT BE) 
CONTAINED? 
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Mother Goose And Grimm By Mike Peters 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


Across 59 Vein contents 7 Actor Freeman 
1 With regard 60 Singer Ed with 8 Oneinastorm, 
to albums titled “+,” maybe 
6 One might be en “x” and “+” 9 MSNBC 
route to the ER 62 Like atutor’s rival 
9 Burnthe lesson, often 10 Solo, for Ford 
midnight oil, 65 Wedding 11 Solo, for Fleming 
perhaps acquisitions 12 “The Resident” 
13 Leachman 66 Dot-__ star Czuchry 
tied for the 67 Punk rock 14 Flabbergast 
most (eight) offshoot 19 Many aretired 
Emmy winsasa #68 Respect orofessor 
performer 69 Loseone’scool 21 Lastoftwo 
1S Immediately 70 Retired boomer Pennsylvania- 
- sell 71 Some HDTVs born presidents 


17 Greet with a honk 26 Subject ofa 


18 Gave the okayto DOWN painting by Andy 
and asongb 
20 Where aring may 1 Feign toughness ata g by 


2 She took a day 
off with Ferris af 
3 Page number, 29 
often Ye 
4. Sports med. 33 
branch 34 
5 Ranchero’s 36 
rope 
6 An official lang. 37 
of Malta 


be left 
22 Beauty 
23 “Mangia!” 
24 Like Vivaldi’s 
“Spring” 

25 Like cartoons 
28 Frdobe who played 
Goldfinger 
30 Martial arts 

rank 
31 Show with 
skits 
35 Theater 
director? 
38 Brunch 
standard 
39 Noted Italian 
campanile 
that hints at 
each group 
of circled 
letters in 
this puzzle 
43 Gregarious 
44 Miller’s 
salesman 
45 Name 
in book 
publishing 
since 1915 
46 “Silk 
Stockings” 
co-star 
Charisse aa 
47 Yields to 
gravity 
Fur coat 
quality 
55 Water tester 
56 Number 
of stars on 
Ghana’s flag 


Exorcism targets 
Dutch exports 
Promise 

Employ 

Canal setting 
Ceviche or 
sashimi 

Villain #13 on 
AFl’s “100 Years... 
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By David Poole 


BRIDGE 


BY STEVE BECKER 


South dealer. 
Both sides vulnerable. 
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100 Heroes & 
Villains” 
“Thelma & 
Louise” studio 
Sound of 
reproach 
Sweetie 
Friendly opening? 
Connection 
points 
Third-stringers 
Subway in an 
Ellington classic 
Miss the mark 
Feels 

Fast-food 
favorite 

Branch of 

Islam 

Thrills 

Tolkien monsters 
Element #10 
Madame Bovary 
Ticklish Muppet 
Clairvoyant’s 
claim 

Filming 

site 
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rules of the game. Besides, she hated 
arguments, so though she wasn’t sure 
the Laws actually required her to play 
the deuce, she didn’t want to create a 


East won dummy’s seven of diamonds 
with the nine and returned a heart. By 
this time, the wondrous thing that had 


went up with the ace of hearts and led the 
five of diamonds to dummy’s eight. The Q-J 
of soades then provided a parking place 

for her Q-10 of hearts, and she made five 


Subsequent analysis revealed that if 
Sylvia had trumped West’s ace of clubs 
low, or if she had not led a low diamond 


NORTH 
20184 
¥763 
#874 disturbance. 
&953 
WEST EAST 
#1097 46532 
VK JI92 ¥854 
¢— #963 occurred began to dawn on Sylvia, so she 
2#AKQIO72 &J84 
SOUTH 
@AK 
¥AQ10 
#AKQJ1052 
& 6 
The biddins: eens 
South West North East 
2¢ 3 de Pass Pass 
34¢ Pass 3 & Pass 
54 


Opening lead — king of clubs. 


Sylvia 


to dummy’s 8-7, she would have gone 
down. Everyone marveled at the outcome, 
but they also agreed that East should be 


credited with a major assist. 


Sylvia always wanted to play in the 


Tomorrow: [he case of the telltale 


toughest game in town. deuce. 
She’d walk into the club, look over the JUMBLE 
four or five tables in progress and promptly BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFE KNUREK 


hie herself to the one where the experts 
were playing. 

The day this hand came up, she had 
cut into a table comprised of players who 
each had several regional and national 
championship titles to their credit. 

Sylvia was South and wound up in five 
diamonds after the sequence shown. West 
led the king of clubs and continued with 
the ace, which Sylvia, in a grandiloquent 
display of trump strength, ruffed with the 
ace. She then cashed the king of diamonds 
and A-K of spades. 

At this point, the deuce of diamonds 
fell out of her hand face-up on the table. A 
brief discussion ensued, East contending 
that the deuce was a played card that 
Sylvia could not withdraw. 

Sylvia’s nature was such that she was 
always willing to abide strictly by the 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 
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Yesterday’s Jumbles: SCOFF 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 
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What if the 
hyenas laugh 
atme again? _ 3 


a 4 


Relax, honey! 
_ They laugh at 


THE TUSKED AFRICAN 


SWINE SUFFERING FROM 
NERVOUSNESS WAS A --- 





GUIDE 
Answer: Some of the balloon animals that were able to 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 
FUTILE INTACT 


talk had — INFLATED EGOS 


TODAY'S SUDOKU 


Complete the grid so each 
row, column and 3-by-3 box 
in bold borders) contains 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- 
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visit www.sudoku.org.uk 
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‘You need to know what makes kids tick’ 


Therapy programs 
help ‘overwhelmed 
students in schools 


By Lindsey Tanner 


Associated Press 


9 


PAW PAW, Mich. — Ona 
windy December morning 
in rural southwest Mich- 
igan, an American flag 
flapped at half-staff outside 
Paw Paw Early Elementary 
School. A social worker 
with a miniature therapy 
dog named Trixie offered 
comfort at the entry doors. 

Children wearing face 
masks scampered off buses 
into the morning chill, 
some stooping to pet the 
shaggy pup before ambling 
inside. 

Like kids in so many 
cities and towns around 
the globe, the youngsters 
in Michigan’s Van Buren 
Intermediate School 
District have been through 
a lot these past few years. 
Arelentless pandemic 
that continues to disrupt 
classrooms, sicken friends 
and loved ones, and has 
left some district fami- 
lies jobless and homeless. 
Three student suicide 
attempts in the county 
since in-person school 
resumed full-time this fall, 
two student suicides last 
year. And now, a deadly 
shooting just two days 
earlier at a school a few 
hours away. 

But with an infusion of 
federal COVID-19 relief 
money and state fund- 
ing this year plus a belief 
among local school officials 
that kids can’t succeed 
academically if they are 
struggling emotionally, 
Van Buren’s 15,000-plus 
students are all receiving 
extra help. 

In aschool year that was 
supposed to be a return 
to normal but has proven 
anything but, the district 
has launched an educa- 
tional program based ona 
key component of modern 
psychology — cognitive 
behavior therapy. Prin- 
ciples of this method are 
embedded in the curric- 
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Second-graders hold their heads as they talk about “thoughts” and how they compare with “feelings” and resulting “actions” at 
Paw Paw Elementary School on Dec. 2 in Paw Paw, Michigan. MARTHA IRVINE/AP 


ulum and are part of the 
district’s full embrace of 
social and emotional learn- 
ing. 

Students in every grade 
are taught how thoughts, 
feelings and behaviors are 
linked and how learning 
how to control and reframe 
thoughts can lead to more 
positive outcomes. The 
program includes more 
intensive lessons for kids 
struggling with anxiety, 
depression or trauma, 
along with sessions on 
suicide prevention. All 
district employees learn 
about the concepts. 

While schools in the U.S. 
and elsewhere are increas- 
ingly teaching social and 
emotional learning skills, 
many use a more piece- 
meal approach, creating a 
designated class for talking 
about feelings, or focusing 
that attention only on the 
most troubled kids. Many 
lack funding and resources 
to adopt the kind of 
comprehensive approach 
that Paw Paw and its neigh- 
bor schools are attempting, 
weaving evidence-based 
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psychology methods into 
the curriculum and involv- 
ing all students and staff. 

Effective social and 
emotional learning doesn’t 
happen “only at certain 
times of the day or with 
certain people,’ it should be 
reflected in all school oper- 
ations and practices, said 
Olga Acosta Price, director 
of the national Center for 
Health and Health Care 
in Schools. With disrup- 
tions from the pandemic 
so widespread, that kind of 
approach is needed “now 
more than ever,” she said. 

As second-graders at 
Paw Paw Early Elemen- 
tary sat crossed-legged on 
the floor on this December 
day, they received an intro- 
duction from their teacher 
and a video presentation, 
learning how to identify, 
manage and reframe “big” 
feelings like anxiety, anger 
and sadness. 

The youngsters were 
given an example: Feeling 
angry and yelling at your 
mom because she forgot to 
buy your favorite break- 
fast cereal. That makes you 
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more upset and your mom 
feel sad. Instead, remember 
that you also like waffles 
and could ask her nicely 

to make some, leading you 
both to feel happier as you 
begin your day. 

At the adjoining elemen- 
tary school for older grades, 
in a group session for more 
at-risk kids, four fifth-grad- 
ers practiced a mindfulness 
exercise, slowly breath- 
ing in and out while using 
a forefinger to trace up 
and down the fingers on 
the other hand. Behav- 
ior specialist Eric Clark, 
wearing a black face mask 
printed with the message, 
“Be Nice,” led the session, 
calmly accepting a defiant 
girl’s refusal to participate. 

Clark said that since 
school resumed, he’s seen 
kids with lots of anxiety, 
thoughts of self-harm and 
feeling “completely over- 
whelmed, they just don’t 
want to do it anymore.” 

“T think we’re starting to 
see some of the effects of 
the past few years,” he said. 
“The extra stresses of not 
knowing what’s next and 


not knowing if we’re going 
to have school because we 
have too many cases or not 
knowing if another variant 
has come in or not knowing 
if somebody has a job still.” 

Clark said the psychol- 
ogy-focused program 
the district has adopted, 
dubbed “TRAILS” by its 
University of Michigan 
creators, is helping every- 
one manage the challenges. 

“We can’t control what’s 
coming at us, but we can 
control how we respond to 
it,’ Clark said. 

Abby Olmstead, a dark- 
haired, dark-eyed 10-year- 
old girl with a splash of 
freckles across her nose, 
says the finger-breathing 
exercise calms her and that 
working with Clark “has 
been helping me a lot.” 

“He always makes me 
laugh when I have anxiety, 
and that’s not a bad thing,” 
she said. 

Her mom, Dawn 
Olmstead, said Abby strug- 
gled with online school last 
year and is learning how to 
better manage her frustra- 
tions. 





“T definitely approve 
of what they’re doing for 
social and emotional learn- 
ing,’ Olmstead said. “If that 
was not there, you couldn’t 
get down to the basics for 
my own daughter.” 

More than 1,000 district 
employees, even bus driv- 
ers, have received training 
in the program. 

“From the superinten- 
dent on down to every 
staff person, we have said 
you need to know what 
makes kids tick,” said 
Corey Harbaugh, Paw Paw 
schools’ curriculum direc- 
tor. 

“You need to be better 
at that so that every adult a 
student comes into contact 
with — from the moment 
they get ona bus in the 
morning, the moment 
they get off in the after- 
noon — every adult has 
been trained and has been 
given some tools to work 
with kids around social, 
emotional skills.” 

Studies have shown 
that social and emotional 
learning programs can 
improve academic perfor- 
mance, classroom behavior 
and stress management. 
Research also suggests 
TRAILS lessons for at-risk 
kids can reduce depression 
and improve coping skills. 

In a December public 
health advisory, U.S. 
Surgeon General Vivek 
Murthy cited research 
showing that depression 
and anxiety symptoms 
doubled among youth 
worldwide during the 
pandemic. Expanding 
school-based programs is 
among his recommenda- 
tions. 

With teachers and 
students all struggling with 
the effects of the pandemic, 
“more needs to be done,” 
said Dr. Sara Bode, chair- 
elect of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics’ 
school health council and 
a pediatrician at Nation- 
wide Children’s Hospital in 
Columbus, Ohio. Compre- 
hensive programs are 
“critical because we cannot 
individually treat our way 
out of this crisis.” 
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vast collection of puzzle books. 
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UCONN WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


Here they go again 


Geno Auriemma slams former Notre Dame coach 
Muffet McGraw after comments about UConn ‘bias’ 


By Alexa Philippou 
Hartford Courant 


The Geno Auriemma-Muffet 
McGraw rivalry may be over on 
the court, but that didn’t stop the 
two legendary coaches from trad- 
ing jabs. 

McGraw, who coached at Notre 
Dame from 1987 until her 2020 
retirement, criticized what she 
views as UConn’s “outsized” influ- 
ence in the sport — from media 
coverage to recruiting rankings to 
Olympic team representation to 
national player of the year nomi- 
nations — in arecent episode ofthe 
“Off the Looking Glass” podcast 
hosted by Kate Fagan and Jessica 


PATRIOTS 
Brown’s role 
in running 
game success 
has been 
hard to miss 


By Jim McBride 
Boston Globe 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — 
Rhamondre Stevenson was the guy 
with the ball and all the Jaguars 
wanted a piece of him. Trent 
Brown was the guy leading the 
way, however, and nobody wanted 
a piece of him. 

New England’s gargantuan right 
tackle was rumbling around the 
edge, leading a convoy of blockers 
ahead of Stevenson on the open- 
ing drive of Sunday’s win, when 
a jamboree of Jaguars went into 
scatter mode. 

The sight of the 6-foot-8-inch, 
380-pound Brown out in space and 
coming at defenders can be terrify- 
ing for tiny (comparatively speak- 
ing) defensive backs trying to get to 
the ball. Jacksonville cornerback 
Chris Claybrooks, who is slightly 
undermatched at 5-9, 180 pounds, 
literally did a 180 when he saw 
Brown bearing down. 

As Patriots safety Devin 
McCourty succinctly put it, “It’s 
just a bad matchup.” 

Previously, defenders would try 
to eliminate the big guys by cut 
blocking them. Now, however, a 
new rule put in this year prevents 
that tactic outside the tackle box. 
Defenders have to now take on 
those mobile monsters head-on. 

“For years, the crack toss play 
was a big deal in the secondary 
because you usually get the tight 
end or the receivers that block 
down and you get that tackle pull. 
We used to know, if we see it and 
we can go attack that tackle and cut 
them before he turns the corner, 
we feel like we can turn the ball 
back in and create a stop,” said 
McCourty. 

Claybrooks never got a sniff of 
Stevenson, who picked up 15 yards, 
as Brown gave him a subtle shove 
out of bounds. 

“I watch those plays all the 
time where Trent’s pulling and 
youre trying to avoid, but he gets a 
hand or two fingers on you and he 


Turn to Patriots, Page 2 
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™) Patriots at 
a) eh Dolphins 
4:25 p.m. Sun., CBS 
INSIDE 
g Giants: A stunning fall from 


grace for coach Joe Judge. Page 2 
wg Jets: Signs of growth. Page 2 


Smetana. 

Asked about McGraw’s 
comments Monday, Auriemma 
didn’t hold back. 

“T guess Muffet’s bored,” 
Auriemma told Bob Joyce on the 
“UConn WBB Coaches Show” on 
Monday. “I guess she didn’t have a 
whole lot to talk about. And usually 
when she was coaching when she 
did talk, nobody listened anyway, 
so I guess you figure she’s got a 
platform now.” 

McGraw and Auriemma have 
a long history of public acrimony 
toward each other after battling in 
the Big East and for national titles 


Turn to McGraw, Page 4 
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UConn coach Geno Auriemma and 
Notre Dame coach Muffet McGraw 
share alaugh before a game at 

the XL Center on Dec. 3, 2017. The 
coaches didn’t share many laughs 
during their teams’ Big East rivalry. 
COURANT FILE 
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Women lose another 
game; men get one back 


By Alexa Philippou 
and Shreyas Laddha 
Hartford Courant 


The Big East announced sched- 
ule updates involving the UConn 
men’s and women’s basketball 
teams Tuesday. 

No. 11-ranked UConn women’s 
basketball’s Friday game at Villa- 
nova has been canceled due to 
COVID-19 issues in the Huskies’ 
program. Additionally, the UConn 
men’s game against Xavier, origi- 
nally set for Dec. 28 but canceled 
due to COVID-19 issues within 
the Huskies’ program, has been 
rescheduled for Feb. 11 at 7 p.m at 
Cintas Center in Cincinnati, and 
will air on FS1. 

This is UConn women’s fourth 


consecutive game back from 
the holiday break that has been 
canceled. The first one, against 
Marquette on Dec. 29, was 
canceled due to COVID-19 issues 
in the Golden Eagles’ program, 
while the more recent three (at 
DePaul Dec. 31, at Georgetown 
Wednesday, and at Villanova 
Friday) were called off because 
of COVID-19 cases in UConn’s 
program. 

UConn hasn’t played since Dec. 
19, when it lost 69-64 to Louisville. 
The Huskies’ next scheduled 
game is Sunday versus Creighton 
at home. 

Per Big East policy, the confer- 
ence will attempt to reschedule 


Turn to UConn, Page 4 
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CLOE POISSON / SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


FIGHT TO THE FINISH 


Simsbury High’s Amelia Rogers (23) reaches in on Southington’s Hailey Zembrzuski for control of a loose ball during a battle of CCC unbeaten girls 
basketball teams on Tuesday at Southington High. Zembrzuski and the Blue Knights improved to 6-0 with a 36-33 win. See Page C4 


As COVID surges, a move to put limits on fans in the stands 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


Due to recent surge of COVID- 
19 cases, some area high schools 
are beginning to limit the number 
of fans at athletic contests. 

On Monday, Conard and Hall 
high schools in West Hartford 
began to limit fans to four per 
home athlete and two per athlete 
for visiting teams. 

“We're just seeing, like every- 
one else, a major influx of positive 
cases at the moment, so we’re just 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 


going to scale back our attendance 
a little bit for the time being and 
reevaluate in a little bit and see 
if we can get back to full capac- 
ity,” said Jason Siegal, the athletic 
director for the West Hartford 
schools on Monday. “We’re just 
being cautious. 

“We’re not closing the doors on 
everybody; we still want to have 
some folks come in and support 
their kids.” 

Some schools such as Bloomfield, 
New Britain and three Hartford 
high schools — Weaver, Hartford 


Public and Bulkeley — are not 
allowing fans at all. In Bloomfield 
and New Britain, those restrictions 
will be reassessed Jan. 18. 

“T don’t think it’s a bad thing,” 
Bulkeley athletic director Diane 
Callis said Tuesday. “I’d rather 
have my athletes play and keep it 
ina bubble now with the positivity 
rate going up.” 

COVID-19 cases in Connecti- 
cut are at their highest level of any 
time during the pandemic, and the 
state on Tuesday reported a posi- 
tivity rate of nearly 24%. 


As of Monday, some schools in 
the Central Connecticut Confer- 
ence did not have limits on the 
number of fans allowed at games. 
Others, such as Newington and 
East Hartford, have policies simi- 
lar to that in West Hartford, with 
four fans per home athlete and 
two per visiting athlete. 

At Bristol Central, where large 
crowds are expected to gather to 
watch UConn-bound Donovan 
Clingan, the school has reserved 


Turn to Restrictions, Page 4 


Safety Tip of the Day 


lf there’s frost or ice on your windshield, using your wipers to 
clear it away may seem like an easy fix, but it will often damage 


your wipers. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street » Hartford, Connecticut 


860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 


injured for more than 60 years 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 
Patriots: at Dolphins, 
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. 
Giants: Washington, 


Sunday, 1 0.m. 
Jets: at Bills, Sunday, 
4:25 p.m. 


UConn MBB: at Seton 
Hall, Saturday, noon; St. 
John’s (Gampel), Jan. 12, 
8:30 p.m.; at Providence, 
Jan.15, 2 p.m. 

UConn WBB: Creighton 
(Gampel), Sunday, 1.m.; 
at Butler, Jan. 12, 7 .m.; 
Xavier (XL), Jan.15, noon 
Celtics: Spurs, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; at 
Knicks, Thursday, 

7:30 p.m.; Knicks, 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 
Knicks: Celtics, Thursday, 
7:30 p.m.; at Celtics, 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Spurs, Monday, 7:30 p.m. 
Nets: at Pacers, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Bucks, Friday, 7:30 p.m.; 
Spurs, Sunday, noon 
UConn hockey: at Boston 
Coll., Saturday, 4 ).m.; 
Boston Univ., Jan. 14, 
7p.m.; New Hampshire, 
Jan. 21, 7 p.m. 

Bruins: Wild, Thursday, 
7p.m.; at Lightning, 
Saturday, 7 p.m.; at 
Capitals, Monday, 7 p.m. 
Rangers: at Knights, 
Thursday, 10 p.m.; at 
Ducks, Saturday, 10 p.m.; 
at Kings, Monday, 

10:30 p.m. 

Wolf Pack: at Rochester, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; at Utica, 
Saturday, 7 p.m.; 
Charlotte, Jan. 12, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASKETBALL 

6:30 p.m.: DePaul at St. 
Johns. (Live) FS1 

7 p.m.: Ole Miss at 
Tennessee. (Live) SEC 
7p.m.: VCU at Dayton. 
(Live) CBSSN 

7p.m.: Alabama at 
Florida. (Live) ESPN2 
7:30 p.m.: San Antonio 
Spurs at Boston Celtics. 
(Live), NBCSB 

7:30 p.m.: Brooklyn Nets 
at Indiana Pacers. (Live), 
YES 

7:30 p.m.: Golden 

State Warriors at Dallas 
Mavericks. (Live) ESPN 
8 p.m.: Syracuse at 
Miami. (Live) ACC 

8:30 p.m.: Creighton at 
Villanova. (Live) FS1 

9 p.m.: Mississippi State 
at Missouri. (Live) SEC 
9 p.m.: Missouri State at 
Bradley. (Live) CBSSN 

9 p.m.: North Carolina 
at Notre Dame. (Live) 
ESPN2 

9 p.m.: Texas Tech at 
lowa State. (Live) ESPNU 
10:05 p.m.: Utah Jazz at 
Denver Nuggets. (Live) 
ESPN 

HOCKEY 

7p.m.: Edmonton Oilers 
at Toronto Maple Leafs. 
(Live) SPRTNET 

7:30 p.m.: St. Louis Blues 
at Pittsburgh Penguins. 
(Live) TNT 

OLYMPICS 

6 p.m.: U.S. Olympic Trials 
(Taped) USA 


KNICKS 


GIANTS 


Stunningly quick fall from grace for Judge 


By Tom Rock 
Newsday 


EAST RUTHERFORD, 
N.J. — Joe Judge was asked 
avery simple question and 
gave a long, dense, passion- 
ate answer that created 
quite a bit of stir and seemed 
to symbolize his tenure with 
the Giants. 

And the fans ate it up. 

This was a year ago, on 
Jan. 4, 2021, the day after his 
team was eliminated from 
postseason contention by 
the final result of the regu- 
lar season. The topics back 
then, of course, were Doug 
Pederson, Nate Sudfeld, and 
the approach the Eagles took 
in the second half of their 


game against Washington. 
Judge was critical of their 
tactics, the result of which 
led to Pederson’s eventual 
firing as well as the immedi- 
ate end of the Giants’ season. 

“We will never do that as 
long as I am the head coach 
of the New York Giants,” he 
vowed. 

It sure seemed like that 
time frame would last a very 
long time. 

But now here we are, 
almost exactly one lap 
around the sun later, and 
Judge has again delivered 
a defining diatribe that is 
causing ripples. This time, 
though, it was not met with 
enthusiasm and excitement. 
It did not unite the team 


and the fan base against a 
common enemy. Instead, 
his 11-minute oration on the 
culture of the Giants in the 
face of on-field results may 
very well stand as the unof- 
ficial eulogy to his tenure 
here. 

There has yet to be any 
indication John Mara will 
cave on his promise in Janu- 
ary 2020 — almost exactly 
two years ago! — to show 
Judge more patience than 
he did his two predeces- 
sors, neither of whom lasted 
beyond two seasons. There 
remains a good chance 
Judge is back with the 
Giants in 2022 despite the 
erosion of public faith in his 
long-term plan to return the 
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Patriots offensive tackle Trent Brown moves to block against the Bills on Dec. 26 at Gi 
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Patriots 


from Page 1 


pushes you 4 yards outside the play,” said 
McCourty. 

Josh McDaniels said the rule change 
“has been an interesting thing for us to see 
on a week-to-week basis in terms of how 
those defenders are playing those things” 
now. 

The change — and Brown’s athleticism 
and quickness — opens up a range of new 
plays McDaniels can incorporate into the 
offense. 

“So, Trent can move pretty well, obvi- 
ously, for his size and when he gets out 
there, it’s not easy for somebody to get 
around him or to ‘play block) you know, 
because normally he outweighs them by 
about, I’d say, two times their size in most 
cases,” he said Tuesday. “So, the other day 
we got him out there on a few things on the 
edge and then the backs love being able to 
try and set up the block and cut off of him, 
and he does a good job of trying to cover 
his guy up.” 

McDaniels has called a couple of pitches 
the last month plus, and the Patriots have 
rushed for more than 130 yards in five of 
their last seven games. Brown, who has 
settled back in at right tackle in that span 
after shaking off a lingering calf injury 
suffered in the season opener, has been an 
integral part of the success. 

“Trent does really good job of that. He 
runs well. Obviously, long, tall, and coversa 
lot of ground,” said Bill Belichick. “A couple 


of strides and he eats a lot of ground. He 
did a nice job of getting out there on those 
tosses.” 

“Certainly, it’s been good to have him 
back. It’s changed a lot of things, offen- 
sively, for the better. He’s been a really, 
really solid player for us in the running 
game and the passing game, keeping the 
width of the pocket and, overall, giving the 
quarterback more space to throw in there. 
It’s good to have him back, for sure.” 

Locking them up: New England used 
practice squad player protections on 
receiver Kristian Wilkerson, defen- 
sive tackle Daniel Ekuale, tight end Matt 
LaCosse, and safety Sean Davis. It’s the first 
time the Patriots have used the designa- 
tions, introduced in 2020 as a roster-flex- 
ibility measure during the pandemic, and 
it means those four cannot be poached by 
other teams this week. ... The Patriots did 
not add any players to the reserve/COVID- 
19 list on Tuesday. ... The blowout win over 
the Jaguars afforded the coaching staff 
the opportunity to rotate bodies along the 
offensive line, with Mike Onwenu spell- 
ing Ted Karras at left guard at times, and 
Karras later stepping in at center for David 
Andrews. Yasir Durant, who missed the last 
two games on the reserve/COVID-19 list, 
played some right guard in the final posses- 
sions. This helps build versatility, depth, and 
experience. ... The Patriots will practice in 
the bubble on Wednesday, with the heat 
cranked up to help simulate the conditions 
in South Florida ahead of Sunday’s season 
finale. Per COVID protocols, the session 
will be closed to reporters. 


Randle back from 
COVID list after 
team struggled 


By Stefan Bondy 
New York Daily News 


NEW YORK — Julius 
Randle dunked on COVID- 
19 early in the shotclock. 

The forward cleared 
protocols Tuesday and 
started against the Pacers at 
MSG, returning after just a 
two-game absence. 

Randle, 27, entered 
protocols on Thursday, 
which used to mean a 
10-day absence. But the 
recent change in quaran- 
tine guidelines, which was 
reduced to five days for 
asymptomatic individu- 
als or consecutive days of 
negative tests, allowed for 
his swift return. 

‘Just be Julius,’ Thibo- 
deau said before the Knicks 
played Indiana for the 
fourth time this season. “Go 
out there, play both sides of 
the ball. It’s sort of been the 
way this season has gone. 
We start to build rhythm, 
then all ofa sudden you lose 
some guys, but it’s also an 
opportunity for other guys 
to get in there and get some 
playing time. So, I think our 
young guys overall, very 
pleased with what they’ve 
done, but we gotta get back 
on track.” 

The Knicks struggled 
without Randle, who had 


missed just one of the 
previous 134 games before 
his positive COVID-19 test. 
They were pummeled by 
the Thunder and Raptors, 
managing a season-low 80 
points in the Friday contest 
at OKC. 

Fans and media had 
been lobbying for more 
time for Randle’s backup, 
Obi Toppin, but the rota- 
tion was a dud in the two 
games without the team’s 
All-Star. Toppin played a 
career-high 45 minutes in 
Sunday’s loss in Toronto. 

“It’s the day and age of 
social media, and that’s 
what social media is. You 
try not to pay attention to it, 
because it’s really meaning- 
less, whether it’s praise or 
criticism,” Thibodeau said 
about criticism directed at 
Randle. “It doesn’t really 
matter. Really, what matters 
is what we think. And so, 
we know how important 
it is. 

“But it’s like the backup 
quarterback. Everyone 
thinks the backup should 
start until he has to start. 
And so, Julius is a terrific 
player.” 

Randle, however, has 
been markedly less efficient 
compared to his All-NBA 
performance in the 2020- 
21 campaign. 


NETS 


franchise to astate of regular 
competitiveness and cham- 
pionship contention. Then 
again, Mara may also have 
seen and heard enough to 
move on and bring in some- 
one new. The customers 
aren’t always right, but they 
are certainly always heard. 
Forget about last year at 
this time. When this season 
began in September there 
were very few things the 
Giants were certain about. 
They thought they had a 
good quarterback, they 
hoped their running back 
could return to full health, 
they assumed they’d have 
a solid young offensive 
line, and they planned on 
their offensive playmakers 


JETS 


making a big difference, but 
none of those were iron- 
clad beliefs. They had to 
play out. There was even a 
make-or-breakness to how 
they viewed their general 
manager when 2021 began. 

The one thing they and 
their fans seemed to know 
for sure was that they had 
the right guy in charge 
of the squad with Judge 
leading the team. Six wins 
was the baby step in 2020 
with large bounds sure to 
follow. 

Thirteen losses later and 
even that core belief has 
been shaken, perhaps not 
inside the highest levels 
of the organization but 
certainly everywhere else. 


Looking for signs 
of improvement 
since Bills blowout 


By Al Iannazzone 
Newsday 


FLORHAM PARK, N.J. 
— The Jets’ heartbreaking 
late loss to Tampa Bay is still 
fresh in their minds, but one 
defeat in November hasn’t 
left them and may have cut 
a little deeper. 

The game wasn’t nearly 
as close. It was a humiliat- 
ing defeat to the Bills that 
saw the Jets’ defense allow 
45 points. The Jets play their 
final game of the season 
Sunday in Buffalo and the 
defense is focused on trying 
to prove themselves after 
that awful performance 
against their AFC East 
rivals. 

“Redemption is definitely 
in our hearts,” veteran left 
tackle Sheldon Rankins said. 
“Just understanding that 
when we play this game, the 
tape is your resume. 

“We’re not trying to stand 
on the fact that they put all 
those points on us last time. 
We’re trying to right this 
ship with this one and come 
out with a better effort and 
hold that offense to as mini- 
mal points and minimal 
yards as possible.” 

The Jets (4-12) appear to 
be a much different team 
than the one that fell to 
Buffalo 45-17 on Nov. 14 at 
MetLife Stadium. 

They have been tied or 
leading in the fourth quar- 
ter of their last three games. 
They only won one, which 
shows they still have to learn 
how to finish games. But 
rookie quarterback Zach 
Wilson has made big strides 
over the last few weeks. 


The run game has made an 
impact, and the defense has 
shown up after some games 
when it was invisible. 

The loss to Buffalo was 
the last ofa stretch when the 
Jets allowed 54, 31, 45 and 
45 points in four consec- 
utive games. They’ve only 
allowed more than 31 points 
once in the seven games 
since the Bills’ defeat. 

The Jets believed they 
proved something by stand- 
ing toe to toe with the Super 
Bowl champs last Sunday. 
They look at this Sunday 
against the Bills, who 
would clinch the division 
and a home playoff game 
with a victory, as another 
measuring stick for how far 
they have come the last two 
months. 

“Every game since that 
moment has kind of been 
that because we’re trying 
to not allow those games 
where teams were able to 
score all of those points 
become who we are,” 
Rankins said. “Each and 
every time we step on the 
field, I think we’ve done a 
good job of taking steps in 
that right direction. 

“This being the last game, 
a division opponent and 
what happened the last time 
we played them, is definitely 
a good test for us to go up 
there and show the growth 
we’ve made.” 

First-year coach Robert 
Saleh has tried to establish 
a standard for the Jets asa 
whole and a style of play for 
the defense. They’ve had 
to shuttle players in and 
out because of injuries and 
COVID-19. 


‘It’s going to be a challenge’ 
with Irving in/out of lineup 


By Barbara Barker 
Newsday 

NEW YORK — It’s 
happened before. 

Kyrie Irving is not the first 


superstar player with an 
NBA title to be a part-time 
teammate. 

Thirty-nine years ago, Bill 
Walton attended Stanford 
Law School during the week 
and played on mostly week- 
ends for the San Diego Clip- 
pers. Walton, who had not 
played for two years because 
of multiple foot injuries, had 
been told by doctors that he 
should limit his play to once 
a week during the 1982-83 
season. 

Walton, who had led the 
Trail Blazers to a cham- 
pionship in 1977 and was 
regarded as one of the best 
passing centers to ever play 
the game, played 33 games 
and averaged 14.1 points and 
9.8 rebounds for the Clip- 
pers in the 1982-83 season. 

Irving, who is expected 
to make his season debut 
Wednesday night in Indi- 
ana, will be eligible to 
play in 22 regular-season 
games if rules in New York 
and Toronto don’t change 
governing his unvaccinated 
status. 

When I reached out to 
Walton via email, he had 
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The Nets’ Kyrie Irving reacts during the second half of a 
college game between Villanova and Seton Hall on Saturday in 


Newark, N.J. ADAM HUNGER/AP 


little advice for Irving or 
the Nets on how to handle 
a player’s part-time status. 

“You could not find or 
create 2 more different 
scenarios,” Walton wrote. 

Ouch! Mostly true. But 
ouch. 

While Walton was 
attempting to make a come- 
back onabad Clippers team, 
Irving’s refusal to get the 
vaccine is ultimately what 
has kept him from playing 


so far this season on a team 
that has the potential to win 
an NBA title. 

Initially, the Nets decided 
they didn’t want to go into 
the season with a part-time 
point guard. Yet, with inju- 
ries and COVID-19 taking 
its toll on a team that has 
had three games postponed 
because they didn’t have 
enough players, the Nets 
reversed course last month 
and decided to welcome 


Irving back in games he is 
eligible to play in. 

There is one similarity, 
however, in the two scenar- 
ios. The coaching staff is 
going to have to be nimble 
and creative as it juggles line- 
ups at home and on the road. 

Pete Babcock, a former 
executive with the Clippers, 
Nuggets and Hawks, was an 
assistant on Paul Silas’ Clip- 
pers staff in 1982-83. Conti- 
nuity was definitely an issue 
for that team, he said. 

“It was really tough for 
Paul Silas,” Babcock said in 
a phone interview on Tues- 
day. “The problem coach- 
ing is you’d have Bill for this 
game against the Lakers and 
Kareem (Abdul-Jabbar), 
and then he doesn’t play 
and you have Swen Nater or 
Jerome Whitehead. Those 
guys were really good guys, 
but they weren’t at the same 
level as Bill Walton in terms 
of capabilities.” 

Patty Mills has done an 
impressive job for the Nets 
in place of Irving and the 
injured Joe Harris. But 
there’s little doubt that 
Irving will take the starter’s 
job when he returns to the 
court, meaning that for now 
the team will be switching 
between the two depending 
on the schedule. 

It’s going to be interesting. 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W LL PCT GB 
Brooklyn 23 12 = «.657 — 
Philadelphia 20 16 .556 3% 
Toronto 17 17 .500 5% 
Boston 18 19 .486 6 
New York 17 20 .459 T 
SOUTHEAST Ww LL PCT’ GB 
Miami 23 15 .605 - 
Washington 19 18 514 3% 
Charlotte 19 19 .500 4 
Atlanta 16 20 .444 6 
Orlando 7 31—~=««.184 16 
CENTRAL W LL PCT’ GB 
Chicago 25 10 .714 — 
Milwaukee 25 14. .641 2 
Cleveland 21 16 .568 5 
Indiana 14 23 .378 12 
Detroit 7 28 .200 18 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 
SOUTHWEST Ww LL PCT GB 
Memphis 24 14 .632 - 
Dallas 19 18 .514 4% 
San Antonio 14 22 .389 9 
New Orleans 13 24 .351 10% 
Houston 10 28 .263 14 
NORTHWEST W L PCT GB 
Utah 27 10 .730 _ 
Denver 18 17 .514 8 
Minnesota 17 20 .459 10 
Portland 14 22 .389 12% 
Oklahoma City 13 23 .361 13% 
PACIFIC W  L PCT GB 
Golden State 29 7 .806 — 
Phoenix 28 8 .778 1 
L.A. Clippers 19 19 .500 11 
L.A. Lakers 19 19 .500 11 
Sacramento 16 22 .421 14 
TUESDAY’S RESULTS 


Toronto 129, San Antonio 104 
Memphis at Cleveland, late 
Indiana at New York, late 
Phoenix at New Orleans, late 
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers, late 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Detroit at Charlotte, 7p.m. 
Houston at Washington, 7p.m. 
Philadelphia at Orlando, 7p.m. 
Brooklyn at Indiana, 7:30p.m. 
Golden State at Dallas, 7:30p.m. 
San Antonio at Boston, 7:30p.m. 
Oklahoma City at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Toronto at Milwaukee, 8p.m. 
Atlanta at Sacramento, 10p.m. 
Miami at Portland, 10p.m. 

Utah at Denver, 10p.m. 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 
Philadelphia 133, Houston 113 
Washington 124, Charlotte 121 
Memphis 118, Brooklyn 104 
Detroit 115, Milwaukee 106 
Chicago 102, Orlando 98 

Utah 115, New Orleans 104 
Dallas 103, Denver 89 

Golden State 115, Miami 108 
Portland 136, Atlanta 131 
Minnesota 122, L.A. Clippers 104 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
x-Buffalo 10 6 O .625 456 279 
x-NewEngland10 6 0 .625 438 270 
e-Miami 8 8 0 .500 308 349 
e-N.Y. Jets 4 12 0 .250 300 477 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Tennessee 11 5 0 .688 391 329 
Indianapolis 9 7 O .563 440 339 
e-Houston 4 12 0 .250 255 424 
e-Jacksonville 2 14 0 .125 227 446 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Cincinnati 10 6 0 .625 444 355 
Pittsburgh 8 7 1. .531 327 385 
Baltimore 8 8 0. .500 374 376 
e-Cleveland 7 9 0 .438 328 355 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Kansas City11 5 0. .688 452 340 
L.A.Chargers 9 7 O .563 442 424 
Las Vegas 9 7 OQ .563 339 407 
e-Denver 7 9 O .438 311 294 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

EAST W L T PCT PF PA 
y-Dallas 11 5 O .688 479 332 
x-Philadelphia9 7 0 .563 418 334 
e-Washington 6 10 0 .375 313 427 
e-NY.Giants 4 12 0. .250 251 394 
SOUTH W L T PCT PF PA 
y-TampaBay 12 4 0 .750 470 336 
NewOrleans 8 8 0 .500 334 315 
e-Atlanta 7 9 O .438 293 429 
e-Carolina 5 11 0 .313 287 363 
NORTH W L T PCT PF PA 
z-GreenBay 13 3 0. .813 420 334 
e-Minnesota 7 9 0 .438 394 409 
e-Chicago 6 10 0. .375 294 376 
e-Detroit 2 13 1 .156 288 437 
WEST W L T PCT PF PA 
x-L.A.Rams 12 4 0 .750 436 345 
x-Arizona 11 5 OO .688 419 328 
SanFrancisco 9 7 0O_ .563 400 341 
e-Seattle 6 10 0 .375 357 336 


e-Eliminated from playoffs, x-clinched 
playoff spot, y-clinched division 
z-clinched home-field advantage 


WEEK 18 

SATURDAY’S GAMES 

Kansas City at Denver, 4:30p.m. 
Dallas at Philadelphia, 8:15p.m. 


SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Chicago at Minnesota, 1p.m. 
Cincinnati at Cleveland, 1p.m. 
Green Bay at Detroit, 1p.m. 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 1p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Baltimore, 1p.m. 
Tennessee at Houston, 1p.m. 
Washington at NY. Giants, 1p.m. 
Carolina at Tampa Bay, 4:25p.m. 

N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, 4:25p.m. 

New England at Miami, 4:25p.m. 
New Orleans at Atlanta, 4:25p.m. 
San Francisco at L.A. Rams, 4:25p.m. 
Seattle at Arizona, 4:25p.m. 

L.A. Chargers at Las Vegas, 8:20p.m. 
End of regular season 


LATE MONDAY: 
PITTSBURGH 26, CLEVELAND 14 


Cleveland 0 0 7 FT — 14 
Pittsburgh 010 3 13 — 26 
Second Quarter 


Pit: Di.Johnson 5pass from Roethlis- 
berger (Boswell kick), 10:39. 

Pit: FG Boswell 22, 3:02. 

Third Quarter 

Pit: FG Boswell 30, 8:20. 

Cle: Njoku 3pass from Mayfield 
(McLaughlin kick), :56. 

Fourth Quarter 

Pit: FG Boswell 50, 9:46. 

Pit: FG Boswell 48, 5:48. 

Cle: Bryant lpass from Mayfield 
(McLaughlin kick), 1:10. 

Pit: Na.Harris 37run (Boswell kick), :51. 


TEAM STATS CLE PIT 
First downs 15 20 
Total net yards 232 299 
Rushes-yards 20-93 31-190 
Passing 139 109 
Punt returns 4-29 5-44 
Kickoff returns 6-140 0-0 
Interceptions ret. 1-1 2-0 
Comp-att-int 16-38-2 24-46-1 
Sacked-yards lost 9-46 2-14 
Punts 8-42.75 5-48.8 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 2-0 
Penalties-yards 10-77 5-51 
Time of possession 25:05. 34:55 


RUSHING: Cleveland, Chubb 12-58, 
Mayfield 2-16, D.Johnson 5-13, Landry 
1-6. Pittsburgh, Harris 28-188, Snell 1-2, 
D.Watt 1-1, Roethlisberger 1-(minus 1). 
PASSING: Cleveland, Mayfield 16-38- 
2-185. Pittsburgh, Roethlisberger 
24-46-1-123. 

RECEIVING: Cleveland, Landry 4-43, 
Njoku 4-28, Peoples-Jones 3-76, Hooper 
2-28, Higgins 1-8, Bryant 1-1, DJohnson 
1-1. Pittsburgh, D.Johnson 8-31, Freier- 
muth 5-22, McCloud 4-35, Harris 3-18, 
Claypool 3-17, Gentry 1-0. 
TACKLES-ASSISTS-SACKS: Cle, Delpit 
7-4-0, Clowney 4-2-2. Pit, Highsmith 
7-0-2, T.Watt 5-0-4Heyward 4-0-1, 
Mondeaux 2-0-1, Tuszka 2-0-1. 
INTERCEPTIONS: Cle, Green 1-1. Pit, 
Norwood 1-0, Witherspoon 1-0. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Tampa Bay 34 21 85 47 109 101 
Florida 32 21 74 46 122 95 
Toronto 31 21 82 44 104 76 
Boston 28 1610 2 34 80 73 
Detroit 33 15 15 3 33 90 112 
Buffalo 33 10 17 6 26 89 116 
Ottawa 29 918 2 20 79 107 
Montreal 34 723 4 18 73 123 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
N.Y.Rangers 34 22 8 4 48 101 85 
Washington 34 20 6 8 48 119 89 
Carolina 31 23 71 47 106 66 
Pittsburgh 3118 85 41 99 81 
Philadelphia 32 13 13 6 32 85 106 
Columbus 3015141 31 99 105 
New Jersey 33 13 15 5 31 96 116 
N.Y. Islanders 28 10 12 6 26 64 80 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
St. Louis 33 19 95 43 116 91 
Nashville 33 20 11 2 42 101 89 
Minnesota 3119102 40 116 98 
Colorado 28 18 8 2 38 119 93 
Winnipeg 3115115 35 95 91 
Dallas 29 1512 2 32 82 85 
Chicago 32 1117 4 26 74 108 
Arizona 30 6213 15 63 117 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Vegas 35 22 12 1 45 127 107 
Anaheim 35 1711 7 41 107 98 
Calgary 30 17 76 40 98 67 
Edmonton 33 18 13 2 38 111 107 
LosAngeles 33 1612 5 37 91 89 
San Jose 33 1715 1 35 94 102 
Vancouver 3416153 35 89 95 
Seattle 33 10 19 4 24 92 122 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


TUESDAY’S RESULTS 

Calgary at Florida, 7p.m. 

New Jersey at Boston, 7p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Columbus, 7p.m. 
San Jose at Detroit, 7:30p.m. 
Colorado at Chicago, 8:30p.m. 
Winnipeg at Arizona, 9p.m. 
Nashville at Vegas, 10p.m. 
Philadelphia at Anaheim, 10p.m. 
Washington at Montreal, ppd 
N.Y. Islanders at Seattle, ppd 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 
Edmonton at Toronto, 7p.m. 

St. Louis at Pittsburgh, 7:30p.m. 
N.Y. Islanders at Vancouver, ppd 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 

N.Y. Rangers 4, Edmonton 1 
Carolina at Toronto, ppd 
Minnesota at Ottawa, ppd 


TENNIS 


WTA ADELAIDE INTERNATIONAL 
Tuesday at Memorial Drive Tennis 
Centre, Austra, outdoors-hardcourt 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
Victoria Azarenka d. #4 Paula Badosa, 
6-3, 6-2. 
#5 Iga Swiatek d. Daria Saville, 6-3, 6-3. 
#6 Sofia Kenin d. Lucia Bronzetti, 7-5, 7-5. 
Anastasia Gasanova d. 

#8 Elina Svitolina, 5-7, 6-4, 6-3. 
Shelby Rogers d. Maddison Inglis, 6-1, 6-3. 
Coco Gauff f. Ulrikke Eikeri, 6-2, 6-1. 
Misaki Doi d. Kristina Kucova, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1 
Marie Bouzkova d. 

Despina Papamichail, 6-3, 6-0. 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 16 
Aryna Sabalenka vs. Kaja Juvan, late 


WTA GIPPSLAND TROPHY 
Tuesday at Melbourne Park, 
Melbourne, Australia, outdoor-hard 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
lrina-Camelia Begu d. 

#1 Jessica Pegula, 7-6, 6-3. 
#4 Sara Sorribes Tormo d. 

Beatriz Haddad Maia, 6-4, 5-7, 6-3. 
#5 Sorana Cirstea d. 

Varvara Gracheva, 6-0, 6-0. 
#6 Clara Tauson d. Anhelina Kalinina, 

7-5, 6-3. 
#7 Ann Li d. Mayar Sherif, 6-2, 6-0. 
Jasmine Paolini d. Anna-Karolina 

Schmiedlova, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4. 
Amanda Anisimova d. 

Alison van Uytvanck, 7-6, 1-6, 7-5. 
Anastasija Sevastova d. 

Caroline Garcia, 6-4, 6-4. 
Madison Keys d. Harriet Dart, 6-3, 7-6(2) 


WTA YARRA VALLEY CLASSIC 
Tuesday at Melbourne Park, 
Melbourne, Australia, outdoor-hard 
WOMEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
#1 Naomi Osaka d. Alize Cornet, 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 
Andrea Petkovic d. 
#5 Liudmila Samsonova, 6-3, 7-6(3). 
#6 Viktorija Golubic d. Lauren Davis, 
7-5, 6-1. 
Ana Konjuh d. #7 Tereza Martincova, 
6-4, 6-4. 
Elena-Gabriela Ruse d. 
Arina Rodionova, 6-3, 6-2. 
Maryna Zanevska d. Petra Martic, 
6-3, 6-4. 
Kaia Kanep d. Jaqueline Adina Cristian, 
6-7(2), 7-6(7), 6-2. 
Vera Zvonareva d. Alison Riske, 7-5, 6-3. 


ATP GREAT OCEAN ROAD OPEN 
Tuesday at Melbourne ParkMelbourne, 
Australia, Hardcourt outdoors 
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
Tallon Griekspoor d. 

#7 Dominik Koepfer, 6-3, 6-4. 
#8 Mackenzie McDonald d. 

Peter Gojowczyk, 6-0, 6-3. 

Botic van de Zandschulp d. 

Adrian Mannarino, 6-4, 6-3. 
Facundo Bagnis d. Andy Murray, 

6-3, 5-7, 6-3. 
Jordan Thompson vs. Christopher 
O°Connell, late 
Ricardas Berankis d. Marcos Giron, 
7-5, 6-4. 


ATP MURRAY RIVER OPEN 
Tuesday at Melbourne Park, 
Melbourne, Australia, outdoors-hard 
MEN’S SINGLES, ROUND OF 32 
Egor Gerasimov d. 
#5 Marton Fucsovics, 6-3, 6-4. 
#6 Tommy Paul d. Jiri Vesely, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4. 
Corentin Moutet d. Holger Vitus 
Nodskov Rune, 7-6(6), 6-4. 
Taro Daniel d. Lorenzo Musetti, 
6-4, 6-7(5), 6-3. 
Juan Manuel Cerundolo d. Alex Bolt, 
6-2, 6-4. 
Mikael Ymer d. Benjamin Bonzi, 7-5, 7-5. 
Thanasi Kokkinakis d. John Millman, 
6-4, 6-3. 
Gianluca Mager d. 
Francisco Cerundolo, 6-4, 3-6, 6-4. 
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UPCOMING BOWLS 
TUESDAY’S RESULT 

Texas Bowl, Houston 

LSU (6-6) vs. Kansas St. (7-5), late 


MONDAY’S FINAL 
CFP Championship Game, Indianapolis 
Alabama (13-1) vs. Georgia (13-1), 8 p.m. 


NCAA FCS CHAMPIONSHIP 

Saturday’s final 

Toyota Stadium, Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (13-1) vs. 
Montana State (12-2), noon 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. Baylor (14-0) beat Oklahoma 84-74. 
Next: at TCU, Saturday. 

2. Duke (11-1) vs. Georgia Tech. Next: 
vs. Miami, Saturday. 

3. Purdue (12-2) did not play. Next: at 
Penn State, Saturday. 

4. Gonzaga (11-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
San Francisco, Thursday. 

5. UCLA (8-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Arizona St., Wednesday. 

6. Kansas (11-1) at Oklahoma State. 
Next: at #25 Texas Tech, Saturday. 

7. Southern Cal (12-0) did not play. 
Next: at California, Thursday. 

8. Arizona (12-1) did not play. Next: 
Arizona State, Saturday. 

9. Auburn (13-1) beat South Carolina 
81-66. Next: vs. Florida, Saturday. 

10. Michigan State (12-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. Nebraska, Wednesday. 

11. lowa State (12-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. #25 Texas Tech, Wednesday. 

12. Houston (12-2) did not play. Next: at 
South Florida, Wednesday. 

13. Ohio State (9-2) did not play. Next: 
at Indiana, Thursday. 

14. Texas (12-2) beat Kansas State 
70-57. Next: at Oklahoma St., Saturday. 
15. Alabama (10-3) did not play. Next: 
at Florida, Wednesday. 

16. Kentucky (11-2) at #21 LSU. Next: 
vs. Georgia, Saturday. 

16. Providence (13-1) at Marquette. 
Next: vs. St. John’s, Saturday. 

18. Tennessee (9-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. Mississippi, Wednesday. 

19. Villanova (9-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Creighton, Wednesday. 

20. Colorado State (10-0) vs. Air Force. 
Next: at Boise State, Friday. 

21. LSU (12-1) vs. #16 Kentucky. Next: 
vs. #18 Tennessee, Saturday. 

22. Xavier (11-2) vs. Georgetown, ppd. 
Next: at Butler, Friday. 

23. Wisconsin (11-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. lowa, Thursday. 

24. Seton Hall (9-3) at Butler. Next: vs. 
Connecticut, Saturday. 

25. Texas Tech (10-2) did not play. 
Next: at #11 lowa State, Wednesday. 


TUESDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Cortland 90, Ithaca 58 

SOUTH 

Ala.-Huntsville 95, West Florida 74 
Auburn 81, South Carolina 66 
MIDWEST 

Indianapolis 63, McKendree 56 
Ohio 69, Akron 63 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

1. South Carolina (13-1) did not play. 
Next: at #13 LSU, Thursday. 

2. Stanford (9-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Oregon, Friday. 

3. Louisville (12-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. Pittsburgh, Thursday. 

4. Arizona (10-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
Washington State, Friday. 

5. NC State (12-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
#19 North Carolina, Thursday. 

6. Indiana (11-2) did not play. Next: at 
Wisconsin, Wednesday. 

7. Tennessee (13-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. #25 Texas A&M, Thursday. 

8. Michigan (12-1) vs. at Nebraska. 
Next: vs. Rutgers, Sunday. 

9. Texas (10-1) did not play. Next: vs. 
Texas Tech, Wednesday. 

10. Maryland (10-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Penn State, Thursday. 

11. UConn (6-3) did not play. Next: at 
Georgetown, Wednesday. 

12. lowa State (12-1) did not play. Next: 
at #23 Oklahoma, Wednesday. 

13. LSU (14-1) did not play. Next: vs. #1 
South Carolina, Thursday. 

14. Baylor (10-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
TCU, Wednesday. 

15. Georgia (12-2) did not play. Next: at 
#21 Kentucky, Thursday. 

16. Georgia Tech (10-3) did not play. 
Next: at #17 Duke, Thursday. 

17. Duke (10-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
#16 Georgia Tech, Thursday. 

18. BYU (10-1) did not play. Next: at San 
Francisco, Thursday. 

19. North Carolina (13-0) did not play. 
Next: at #5 NC State, Thursday. 

20. Notre Dame (11-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. #5 NC State, Sunday. 

21. Kentucky (7-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. No 13 Georgia, Thursday. 

22. lowa (7-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Northwestern, Thursday. 

23. Oklahoma (12-1) did not play. Next: 
vs. #12 lowa State, Wednesday. 

24. South Florida (10-4) did not play. 
Next: at Cincinnati, Wednesday. 

25. Texas A&M (10-3) did not play. 
Next: #7 Tennessee, Thursday. 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 2117 2 253 13 53 
Chelsea 2112 7 245 16 43 
Liverpool 2012 6 252 18 42 
Arsenal 20 11 2 733 25 35 
West Ham 20 10 4 637 27 34 
Tottenham 18 10 3 523 20 33 
Man United 19 9 4 630 27 31 
Wolverhampton 19 8 4 714 14 28 
Brighton 19 6 9 420 20 27 
Leicester 18 7 4 731 33 25 
Crystal Palace 20 5 8 729 30 23 
Brentford 19 6 5 8 23 26 23 
Aston Villa 19 7 11125 30 22 
Southampton 19 49 620 29 21 
Everton 18 5 4 923 32 19 
Leeds 19 47 821 37 19 
Watford 18 4 113 22 36 13 
Burnley 17 18 816 27 11 
Newcastle 19 181019 42 11 
Norwich 19 2 413 8 42 10 


TUESDAY, JAN. 11 
Southampton vs. Brentford, 2:45p.m. 
Everton vs. Leicester, 3p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, JAN. 12 
West Ham vs. Norwich, 2:45p.m. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL WEDNESDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
at St. John’s (NY) 4% DePaul 
at ETSU 32 VMI 
at Richmond 9 UMass 
at Florida 1 Alabama 
atEastCarolina 1 Tulane 
at Cleveland St. 10 Fort Wayne 
at Tennessee 15 Mississippi 
at Dayton v2 VCU 
Towson v2 at Delaware 
at Wofford Vz Chattanooga 
at Michigan St. 16% Nebraska 
at W. Carolina 1 Citadel 


Furman 3 atNC Greensboro 
Youngstown St. 2  atRobert Morris 
Davidson 4 atSt.Joseph’s (Pa) 
atIndianaState 6% Evansville 
at Mercer 6 Samford 
Houston 15 atSouth Florida 
at UCF 11 Temple 
at Louisville 122 Pittsburgh 
at Buffalo 8 Bowling Green 
at Green Bay 1 Milwaukee 
at Miami 2 Syracuse 
at Villanova 112 Creighton 
at Northwestern 5 Penn State 
at lowa State 1 Texas Tech 
NorthCarolina 2% #atNotreDame 
Missouri State v2 at Bradley 
at No. lowa Tl Valparaiso 
NHL WEDNESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG _ LINE 
at Toronto off Edmonton off 
at Pittsburgh off St.Louis off 
For the latest odds, go to 

FanDuel Sportsbook, 


https://portsbook.fanduel.com/ 


NBA WEDNESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG 
at Charlotte 10 (228) Detroit 
at Washington 6 (222) Houston 


Philadelphia 8 (209%) at Orlando 


at Boston 6 (220) San Antonio 
Golden State 4% (209%) atDallas 
Brooklyn 3% (217%) atIndiana 
at Milwaukee 8% (22512) Toronto 
at Minnesota 8% (210%) Okla. City 
Utah 6 (223%) at Denver 
atSacramento 1 (229%) Atlanta 
at Portland off (off) Miami 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL MONDAY 
FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
CFP National Championship Game 

Georgia 3 (52%) Alabama 
FCS Playoffs Championship Monday 


North DakotaSt. 8 42 Montana State 
NFL WEEK 18 SATURDAY 


FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
Kansas City 10 (44) at Denver 
Dallas 7 (42%) atPhiladelphia 

SUNDAY 
at Minnesota 2% (44%) Chicago 
Washington 6% (38) atNY Giants 
Green Bay 2%2 (43) at Detroit 
Tennessee 10% (43) at Houston 
at Baltimore 5% (42) Pittsburgh 
Indianapolis 15% (44) at Jacksonville 
Cincinnati 3 (41) atCleveland 
at Arizona 6% (48) Seattle 
New Orleans 4% (40%) atAtlanta 
at Buffalo 16¥%2 (43%) NY Jets 
at LA Rams 4 (44%) San Francisco 
NewEngland 7 (40) at Miami 
atTampaBay 8 (41%) Carolina 


LAChargers 2% (49%) atLas Vegas 
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OB Ben Roethlisberger likely played his final home game for the Steelers on Monday night. The 
Steelers stayed alive in the playoff race with a 26-14 victory over the Browns. DON WRIGHT/AP 


NFL 


Handoff: Steelers 
still in good hands 


As Big Ben says farewell, Watt, 
Harris ready to lead franchise 


By Will Graves 


Associated Press 


PITTSBURGH — Ben Roethlisberger 
clasped hands with his wife Ashley, 
surrounded himself with the couple’s three 
children and disappeared into the inner 
recesses of Heinz Field. 

There’s still at least one game left in the 
Steelers quarterback’s career. And with a 
little luck, maybe a 12th visit to the playofts. 

Yet the outpouring of emotion in what 
became athree-plus-hour retirement party 
during a 26-14 victory over the Browns on 
Monday night left very little doubt that this 
is the end for Roethlisberger. 

The tears were real. The hugs and the 
chants and the tributes from the players 
he’s shared a locker room with through the 
years — some of them still early in their NFL 
journey, some long-since retired — too. 

For nearly two decades Roethlisberger 
helped provide the Steelers (8-7-1) the kind 
of stability and success the vast majority of 
the league’s other 31 franchises have long 
craved but rarely — very rarely — enjoyed. 

Maybe that’s what made facing the 
Browns such a fitting sendoff. The Browns 
famously passed on the Ohio native in the 
2004 draft, opting to take tight end Kellen 
Winslow with the sixth overall pick, letting 
the Steelers grab Roethlisberger at 11. 

Nearly 20 years later, the Browns are 
still searching for a long-term solution at 
game’s the most important position. Baker 
Mayfield’s prospects appear to be dimming 
with his left shoulder in shreds and his 
future with the Browns murky at best. 

It’s a murkiness the Steelers will fling 
themselves into over the coming months for 
the first time in a generation. Maybe they'll 
splurge in free agency on a high-priced 
veteran. Maybe they’ll swing a trade. Maybe 
they’ll use their first-round pick on some- 
one such as Pitt’s Kenny Pickett. Maybe 
they’ll turn to backup Mason Rudolph, 
currently the only quarterback on the roster 
under contract for 2022. 

And while the quarterback situation is 
unclear, outside linebacker T.J. Watt and 


IN BRIEF 


Mayfield’s season 


News services 


Baker Mayfield’s broken fourth season 
with the Browns has mercifully ended with 
one game left. 

His time in Cleveland could be running 
short as well. 

Mayfield is sitting out the season finale 
against the Bengals so he can undergo 
surgery on his left shoulder, an injury that 
affected his performance, contributed to 
the Browns’ falling way short of expecta- 
tions and may have altered the path of his 
NFL career. 

Mayfield, who played with a torn labrum 
suffered in Week 2 and a fracture in his 
non-throwing shoulder for most of the 
season, was sacked nine times in Monday 
night’s 26-14 loss to the Steelers. 

Afterward, the 26-year-old said he 
“was pretty damn beat up” and planned to 
consult with his family and agents about 
whether to play against the AFC North 
champion Bengals. 

Coach Kevin Stefanski said conversations 
Tuesday between Mayfield, his representa- 
tives and the team led to the decision to have 
the operation as soon as possible so he has 
more time to recover ahead of next season. 

While the operation, which has yet to be 
scheduled, ends this season for Mayfield, 
there’s no certainty on where he'll take his 
next snap. 

The Browns picked up Mayfield’s fifth- 
year, $18.8 million contract option for 2022, 
but his erratic and often poor play this 
season has raised doubts as to whether the 
team wants to go forward with him. 

The team has not approached Mayfield’s 
agents about a long-term extension, which 
seemed almost a certainty after he led them 
to the playoffs last season. 


rookie running back Najee Harris give the 
Steelers two worthy heirs to the “face of the 
franchise” moniker Roethlisberger shoul- 
dered for so long. 

Watt’s four sacks against the Browns 
pushed his total to 21 % on the season, one 
short of the NFL record set by Michael Stra- 
han in 2001. Harris broke Franco Harris’ 
club mark for yards rushing as a rookie after 
piling up a season-best 188 yards Monday 
night, including the clinching touchdown 
in the last minute. 


Power rankings 

The Associated Press Pro32, as voted by a 
12-member panel, with first-place votes in 
parentheses, records through Monday, total 
points based on 32 points for a first-place 
vote through one point for a 32nd-place 
vote, and previous ranking: 


Rank, team WLT Pts Pv 
1. Green Bay Packers (12) 13 3 0 384 

2. lampa Bay Buccaneers 12 4 O 3604 4 
3. Los Angeles Rams I2 4&0 353. 5 
4. Kansas City Chiefs 150 347 2 
5. Tennessee Titans 150 343 6 
6. Arizona Cardinals 150 313 =#T 
7. Cincinnati Bengals 10060 312 9 
8. Dallas Cowboys lL S-0: 302. 3 
9. Buffalo Bills 106 0 300 7 
10. New England Patriots 10 6 O 280 10 
11. Indianapolis Colts 9 70 254 8 
12.SanFrancisco49ers 9 7 O 239 13 
13. Philadelphia Eagles 9 7 0 237 14 
14. Los Angeles Chargers 9 7 O 233 15 
15. Las Vegas Raiders 9 7 O 230 I7 
16. Pittsburgh Steelers 8 71 191 19 
17. Baltimore Ravens 8 8 0 189 15 
18. Miami Dolphins 8 80 181 12 
19. New Orleans Saints 8 80 177 21 
20. Minnesota Vikings 7 90 147 19 
20. Cleveland Browns 7 90 147 18 
22. Atlanta Falcons 7 90 137 23 
23. Denver Broncos 790 117 22 
24. Washington 6 100 106 24 
25. Seattle Seahawks 6 100 96 26 
26. Chicago Bears 6 100 93 25 
2/. Carolina Panthers 5 110 72 27 
28. Houston Texans 4 120 55 28 
29. New York Jets 4120 54 29 
30. New York Giants 4 120 38 30 
31. Detroit Lions 2131 32 #331 
32.JacksonvilleJaguars 2 140 13 32 


over, surgery soon 


Mayfield finished this season with 
17 TDs, 13 interceptions and 3,010 yards. 
™@ Titans LB Bud Dupree was issued a 
citation charging him with misdemeanor 
assault after an altercation Sunday night 
with an employee at a Walgreens in 
Nashville. ... The Washington Football Team 
will announce its new name Feb. 2, nearly 19 
months after dropping its old one. 


College football: A day after QB Caleb 
Williams said he was entering the trans- 
fer portal but wouldn’t rule out a return to 
Oklahoma, freshman WR Mario Williams 
(no relation) also said he was planning to 
transfer. ... Cincinnati CB Ahmad Gardner, 
Wisconsin LB Leo Chenal and Michigan LB 
David Ojabo announced they were entering 
the NFL draft. Gardner was a consensus 
first-team All-American, while Chenal and 
Ojabo were second-team selections. 


NHL: Devils D Dougie Hamilton will 
undergo surgery Wednesday on his broken 
jaw after taking a puck to the face during 
his team’s win over the Capitals on Sunday. 
There’s no timetable yet for his return. The 
28-year-old Hamilton signed a seven-year, 
$63 million contract with the Devils during 
the summer and is among their top scorers 
this season, with 20 points on seven goals 
and 13 assists in 30 games. 


Also: Tennis star Sloane Stephens and 
soccer player Jozy Altidore were married 
Saturday in Miami Beach, Florida. Stephens, 
28, won the 2017 U.S. Open, and Altidore, 
32, has been with Toronto FC of MLS since 
2015. He has 42 goals in 115 appearances 
for the U.S. but hasn’t appeared for the 
national team since the 2019 CONCACAF 
Gold Cup final. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Saturday: at Seton Hall, 
noon, FOX 
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HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL 


‘They showed no mercy’ 


After 88-point win, Sacred Heart 
Academy suspends coach for game 


By Dom Amore 
Hartford Courant 


In this case, the score said it all: 
92-4. 

Sacred Heart Academy of 
Hamden defeated Lyman 
Hall-Wallingford by that margin 
in girls high school basketball 
on Monday night, a game of 
mismatched opponents that got 
out of hand. On Tuesday Sacred 
Heart suspended coach Jason 
Kirck for one game as a result 
and school president Sister 
Sheila O’Neill issued a statement 
of remorse. 

“Sacred Heart Academy values 
the lessons taught and cultivated 
through athletic participation 
including ethical and responsible 
behavior, leadership and strength 
of character and respect for one’s 
opponents,” O’Neill said in the 
statement. “Last night’s Girls’ 
Basketball game vs Lyman Hall 
High School does not align with 
our values or philosophies. 


HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 
BASKETBALL 


All the 
trappings 


Southington’s defense 
stymies Simsbury in 
battle of unbeatens 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


SOUTHINGTON — The 
Southington High girls basketball 
team started off Tuesday night in 
a man-to-man defense. But the 
Blue Knights were sluggish and 
trailed Simsbury by nine at one 
point in the first quarter. 

Then coach Howie Hewitt 
switched to a zone and his team 
started trapping, pressuring Sims- 
bury every trip down the floor. 
Eventually, the Blue Knights 
wore down the Trojans and fresh- 
man Lily Cooper’s steal with a 
few seconds left capped a 36-33 
Southington victory in a game 
between two unbeaten teams in 
the CCC West. 

“It was a great game,” Hewitt 
said. “Big plays. Great defense. 
They’re terrific defenders. Every- 
thing you could want. Pressure 
situations, kids reacting — most 
of the time it was really good.” 

Cooper and Hailey Zembz- 
ruski led Southington (6-0) with 
10 points each. Lauren Sabia had 
16 for Simsbury (5-1). 

“Once we switched to our zone 
defense where we trap, our traps 
were really tight,’ Southington 
junior guard Gabby Dangelo said. 
“They weren’t allowed to get easy 
layups like they normally do. The 
man [defense] wasn’t working out 
for us. 


Restrictions 


from Page 1 


four seats for fans for each home 
player and two for each away 
player, then the gym is opened 
up until it reaches a limit of 700 
fans. The same policy is in effect at 
Bristol Eastern, but with the limit 
at 350. 

Lewis Mills is allowing only 
parents for home and visit- 
ing athletes to come to games 
through Jan. 14, when the 
policy will be reassessed. 
Manchester is currently allow- 
ing three family members per 
home athlete and two per away 
athlete, with Manchester High 
students allowed in with identi- 
fication. 


“Sacred Heart Academy 
Administration and Athletics are 
deeply remorseful for the manner 
through with the outcome of the 
game was achieved. We are in 
communication with Lyman 
Hall High School, the Southern 
Connecticut Conference and 
CIAC, and are addressing these 
concerns internally to ensure that 
our athletic programs continue to 
encourage personal, physical and 
intellectual growth.” 

The school notified other South- 
ern Connecticut Conference ADs 
that Kirck had been suspended 
one game and that he will not 
coach vs. Hamden on Thursday. 

Sacred Heart is 3-0 and consid- 
ered one of the best teams in the 
state with previous wins over 
Stamford, 83-48, and Shelton, 
80-37. On Monday, the Sharks 
led 29-0 after one quarter, 56-0 
at halftime and 80-0 after three 
quarters. 

Kirck and AD Ray Degnan 
declined comment, referring to 


the school president’s statement. 
Sacred Heart did have its start- 
ers out of the game in the fourth 
quarter, and 12 different players 
scored, but did not slow down 
the pace of the game in the first 
half when it was obvious the score 
was getting out of hand. There are 
no rules to govern sucha game in 
basketball, as there is in football, 
where “running time” is invoked 
once a team is far ahead, or base- 
ball/softball, where there is a 
“mercy rule” to end a game early. 
“Sacred Heart pressed for most 
of the first half then called it off 
and went into a tight man-to- 
man defense trying to get steals,” 
Lyman Hall coach Tom Lipka said 
in an email to The Courant. “They 
fast-breaked the entire game right 
to the end. They never went into 
a zone and continued to push 
the ball up the court and shoot 
threes whenever they could. They 
showed no mercy throughout.” 
Lyman Hall is 0-5, with losses 
to Coginchaug, (43-31), Amity 
(55-37), Sheehan (72-38) and 
Middletown (65-36). 


Dom Amore can be reached at 
damore@courant.com 





Southington’s Lily Cooper, right, reaches in on Simsbury’s Katherine 
Perlitz on Tuesday. CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


“We started off slow today but 
once we got our defense going, 
our offense just got better.” 

Simsbury sprinted out to 
an 11-2 lead in the first quarter 
before Southington recovered 
and started to chip away. The Blue 
Knights ended the first half with 
an 8-0 run punctuated by a steal 
and a layup just before the buzzer 
by freshman Ciara Stockwell and 
the score was tied at 17-17 going 
into halftime. 

Southington didn’t take its first 
lead of the game until 6:46 was 
left in the game when Zembz- 
ruski took a pass from Cooper and 
made the layup to give the Blue 
Knights a 28-26 lead. 

And the Blue Knights — who 
have a number of freshmen and 
sophomores in key roles — kept 
up the relentless pressure. 

“When they went into their 
zone and stayed in it, it’s hard to 
execute against because they’re 
trapping everywhere,” Sims- 
bury coach Sam Zullo said. “You 


“T think schools probably 
wanted to see where things were 
when they got back into school 
after the holiday break, and reas- 
sess,” Siegal said. “I won’t be 
entirely surprised if I see other 
districts make modifications.” 

Glenn Lungarini, the execu- 
tive director of the Connecticut 
Interscholastic Athletic Confer- 
ence said Tuesday that the CIAC 
would not impose a state-wide 
mandate on fan limitations at its 
member schools. 

“We are going to allow local 
school districts to make the deci- 
sions that best fit the needs of 
their schools,” Lungarini said. 
“The CIAC supports that deci- 
sions that have been made by 
leagues and schools to reduce 
spectators when appropriate as 


Did you know? 


Snow tires outperform all-season tires under snowy and icy 
conditions. They'll give you better traction, more stability in turns 
and better stopping power. 


riscassi-davis.com 


can’t run an offense against that. 
There’s nothing you can run. 
You just have to cut to the right 
spot, hit the open person. There’s 
people trapping from different 
spots. You can’t predict how it’s 
going to happen. 

“T didn’t do a good enough job 
getting my kids ready for it. That’s 
on me. 

Despite Simsbury’s strug- 
gles, it was close at the end. Faye 
Kaplinski hit a putback to cut the 
lead to 35-33 with 1:15 left. 

But with less than 40 seconds 
left, Dangelo had a steal in the 
corner and fed the ball to Stock- 
well, who was fouled on the fast 
break. She hit one of two free 
throws with 25.6 seconds left. 
Then Cooper had her big steal to 
end the game. 

“We put the pressure on well 
at the end,” Cooper said. “We just 
had a great defensive game.” 


Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 


it does give their kids the best 
opportunities to continue play- 
ing games.” 

In the SCC, only Sheehan and 
Lyman Hall in Wallingford have 
spectator limits (family members) 
and the other conference schools 
have none, while in the ECC, only 
home spectators will be allowed 
at all schools through Jan. 31. At 
some ECC schools, such as NFA 
and Lyman Memorial in Lebanon, 
only four tickets will be allowed 
per home athlete. Some schools 
in the FCIAC, such as Fairfield 
Warde and Fairfield Ludlowe, 
are allowing only two family 
members per athlete in their 
school gyms. 


Lori Riley can be reached at 
lriley@courant.com. 
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|——_____. 
“They have four [player of the 
McGraw year] candidates,” McGraw said, 
from Page I referring to how four Huskies 


for two decades. Before the last few 
weeks, things had simmered down 
since McGraw’s retirement follow- 
ing the 2019-20 season, though 
Auriemma was cordial and a bit 
nostalgic upon her announcement. 

That changed with McGraw’s 
podcast appearance last week, 
when she was asked by Fagan 
about UConn’s influence in the 
sport. One of McGraw’s main criti- 
cisms was that there’s a “bias in the 
media,” specifically ESPN, in how 
UConn is covered. 

“T think it goes over the top with 
ESPN,” said McGraw, who is also 
an analyst with the ESPN-owned 
ACC Network. “That is Connecti- 
cut’s network. Notre Dame has 
NBC. Connecticut has ESPN. That 
is absolutely complete bias there.” 

“I don’t think the bias has 
anything to do with where ESPN 
is located [Bristol, Conn.], or where 
UConn is located,” Auriemma 
responded. “I think the bias has 
something to do with — if there is 
any — the 11 national champion- 
ships, which is alot more than two 
[how many Notre Dame has]. And 
last I checked, at least I remember 
that on “Sesame Street,” 11 is a lot 
more than two.” 

Since UConn departed the 
American Athletic Conference, 
where it was for seven years, for 
the Big East, its television broad- 
cast rights have been owned by Fox 
Sports. Fox and SNY cut a deal so 
that SNY carries 18 games a season, 
making it the primary home of 
UConn women’s basketball. 

The Huskies have six games 
in all set to air on ESPN, ESPN2 
or ABC by the end of the regular 
season, all of which are games at 
SEC schools (ESPN owns the 
SEC’s broadcast rights) or are part 
of neutral-site showcases/tourna- 
ments. 

“Notre Dame has their own 
network,” Auriemma said. “Our 
network is SNY. So I don’t know 
why anybody would think that 
ESPN is our network. ... I’m just 
glad we don’t go 30 years between 
winning championships [Notre 
Dame went 18 years without one]. 
Maybe NBC ought to help them a 
little more.” 

McGraw also alleged that 
Auriemma “controls who makes 
the [U.S. Olympic] team and 
who doesn’t,” pointing to recent 
comments from Candace Parker 
where she said she believes she 
was left off the 2016 Olympic team 
because Auriemma didn’t like her. 
Auriemma was the U.S. national 
team coach from 2009-2016, 
including the squad’s gold medal 
runs in the 2012 and 2016 Olym- 
pics, and served as amember of the 
five-person selection committee 
for the 2020 squad, where UConn 
had five members. Following the 
controversy over Parker’s omis- 
sion in 2016, some felt that 2016 
WNBA MVP Nneka Ogwumike 
was snubbed this cycle. 

McGraw also said there’s “an 
incredible bias with [UConn] 
players,” saying that recruits who 
commit to UConn get a bump 
in their ranking and that more 
UConn players end up on watch 
lists for national player of the year 
than deserved. 


UConn 


from Page 1 


canceled games. Four of the league’s 
nine canceled women’s basketball 
games over the last two weeks were 
games involving UConn. 

UConn (6-3) has played just nine 
games this season, which is in the 
25th percentile of all Division I 
women’s basketball programs, per 
Her Hoop Stats. 

Coach Geno Auriemma alluded 
to the possibility of Friday’s game 
not happening Monday on the 
“UConn WBB Coaches Show” 
with Bob Joyce, saying he was “not 
too optimistic” the team would 
have enough players to field ateam 
by the end of the week. 

The Big East stipulates that 
teams must have at least seven 
scholarship players and one count- 
able coach for games to proceed. 
The Huskies’ situation is exacer- 
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made the 50-person Naismith 
Trophy preseason watch list. “If 
you saw their game after they 
lost Paige [Bueckers], you have to 
wonder, ‘Do they really have three 
other player of the year candi- 
dates?’ But I think there’s such a 
bias in the media that they just go 
that way.” 

Auriemma didn’t take up any 
of those points, centering his 
response on media coverage and 
the attention UConn attracts, 
which he painted as a result of the 
program’s unprecedented success 
in the sport more than anything 
else. He compared the accusations 
of bias or over-influence to other 
sports dynasties, like Duke men’s 
basketball, the Dallas Cowboys and 
Alabama football: “When you tend 
to win a lot, people want to watch 
you play a lot. 

“If people didn’t want to watch 
us on television, I’m sure they 
wouldn’t put us on. If we didn’t 
generate the ratings, I’m sure 
people wouldn’t have us on. 

“T do want to thank the people 
at ESPN for helping us win those 
111 [wins] in a row [referring to 
the Huskies’ streak from 2014- 
2017]. I mean, if it wasn’t for them, 
there’s no way that we could have 
done it. So hopefully there’s some 
people over there that can take 
some credit for that. I don’t know 
what we would have done with- 
out them.” 

McGraw didn’t shy away from 
speaking to UConn’s success. 
Head-to-head, UConn is 39-13 
in the series against the Irish, 
although Notre Dame was 5-3 
against the Huskies in the Final 
Four. UConn beat Notre Dame 
twice in national championship 
games (2014 and 2015), while 
Notre Dame won its pair (in 2001 
and 2019) by getting by the Huskies 
in the national semifinals. 

In addition to their 11 national 
titles, the Huskies have been to 
13-straight Final Fours — more 
than any other school has overall 
aside from Tennessee and Stanford 
— and 21 in all, three more than 
next-best Tennessee. 

“UConn has done great things, 
and they’ve won way more than 
anybody else, except Tennessee 
[Tennessee has won eight titles to 
UConn’s 11],” McGraw said. “What 
they’ve done has been amazing. I 
think people measure their team 
by them. When we joined the Big 
East, we were like, ‘We want to get 
to where they are. That’s what we 
want to be. We’re trying to emulate 
them, ” 

“Who knows why Muffet wants 
to talk about this stuff. I don’t 
know. I really don’t. But I’ve never 
understood it,” Auriemma said. “I 
mean, she did make a good point. 
We certainly have done some great 
things here. We won a lot, and she 
did say we won more than anybody 
except Tennessee, which again, I 
think she missed “Sesame Street” 
growing up: 11 is more than eight. 
So I just think she’s a little bit lonely 
and wants to talk to somebody and 
found the outlet and decided to 
talk about UConn basketball, and 
that’s that.” 


Alexa Philippou can be reached at 
aphilippou@courant.com. 


bated by the fact that four of their 
12 players are out with injuries, 
so it would only take two people 
in COVID-19 protocols for them 
to cancel contests. After a player 
with COVID-19 self-isolates for 10 
days, she needs five days of prac- 
tice before she can retake the court, 
Auriemma told Joyce Monday. 

Auriemma hoped that Azzi Fudd 
and Nika Miihl, who both have foot 
injuries, would be able to return 
after the holidays, but Auriemma 
said that those two plus Aubrey 
Griffin “wouldn’t have had those 
three [last week] no matter what. 
They’re not ready to go.” 

On the men’s side, UConn coach 
Dan Hurley said the Huskies 
have had nine players with either 
COVID-19 or symptoms. 

According to a school release, the 
Big Eastis still trying to find a date for 
the UConn-Butler game, originally 
scheduled for Jan. 1, which was also 
canceled due to COVID-19 issues. 





SHORTS 


Djokovic gets exemption for Aussie 


Novak Djokovic will get a chance to 
defend his Australian Open title after 
receiving a medical exemption to travel 
to Melbourne, ending months of uncer- 
tainty about his participation because 
of the strict COVID-19 vaccination 
requirements in place for the tourna- 
ment. The top-ranked Djokovic wrote 
on Instagram on Tuesday he has “an exemption permis- 
sion.” Djokovic, 34, who’s seeking a record 21st Grand 
Slam singles title, has continually refused to reveal if he’s 
vaccinated against the coronavirus. The Victoria state 
government has mandated that all players, staff and fans 
attending the Australian Open must be fully vaccinated 
unless there’s a genuine reason why an exemption should 
be granted. Australian Open organizers issued a state- 
ment later Tuesday to confirm Djokovic will be allowed 
to compete at the tournament, which starts Jan. 17, and 
is on his way to Australia. “Djokovic applied for a medi- 
cal exemption which was granted following a rigorous 
review process involving two separate independent panels 
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— NATIONAL SPORTS REPORT — 


Young scores 56 points in Hawks loss 


FSSC séThe Trail Blazers’ Anfernee Simons 
| played through his grief over his grand- 
father’s death with a career night that 
tempered an NBA season-best 56-point 
outburst by the Hawks’ Trae Young. 
Simons scored a career-high 43 points 
and the Blazers snapped a four-game 
losing streak with a 136-131 victory over 
the Hawks on Monday night in Portland, Oregon. “I came 
in with a heavy heart, but obviously a clear mind for what 
I needed to do,” Simons said. His grandfather, who had 
pancreatic cancer, passed away Sunday. Young shot 17-for- 
26 from the field, 7-for-12 from 3-point range — including 
a 3 from the center-court logo late in the first half — and 
15-for-15 from the line for his career-high scoring total, 
and added 14 assists. His 56-point game eclipsed Kevin 
Durant’s 51-point performance for the Nets against the 
Pistons on Dec. 12 in Detroit. The Warriors’ Stephen Curry 
and Celtics’ Jaylen Brown have had 50-point games this 
season. Young became the first player with 50-plus points 
and 14-plus assists in a game since James Harden with the 





of medical experts,” the statement said. 





Rockets on Dec. 31, 2016. 
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Heisman Trophy-winning OB Bryce Young, a former five-star recruit, and Alabama will take on Stetson Bennett, a onetime walk- 
on, and Georgia in Monday night’s College Football Playoff national championship game. AP FILE (YOUNG); GETTY FILE (BENNETT) 


CFP CHAMPIONSHIP 


Different paths, 
same destination 


Top QB recruit Young, 
walk-on Bennett to face off 


By Stephen Hawkins 


Associated Press 


ARLINGTON, Texas — Bryce Young 
is a former five-star recruit who won 
the Heisman Trophy in his first season 
as Alabama’s starting quarterback. 
Stetson Bennett is a former walk-on 
who became the starter at Georgia and 
never really lost the confidence of his 
teammates. 

They will meet again in the national 
championship game after both threw 
three touchdowns in College Foot- 
ball Playoff semifinal games, only four 
weeks after Young and the Crimson 
Tide beat Bennett and the previously 
undefeated Bulldogs for the Southeast- 
ern Conference title. 

“It’s been a long journey,” Bennett 
said, referring to his entire Geor- 
gia career, not just the gap between 
two crucial interceptions in the SEC 
title game on Dec. 4 and his offensive 
MVP performance in the dominating 
34-11 Orange Bowl victory over second- 
ranked Michigan on New Year’s Eve. 
“But like coach (Kirby Smart) said, 
this game was just so we could play 
the next game.” 

That game is scheduled for Monday 
in Indianapolis, where the top-ranked 
defending national champion Crim- 
son Tide and No. 3 Georgia meet in the 
final game for the second time in five 
seasons. Both teams are 13-1. 

Bennett was a scout team quarter- 
back during the 2017 season when 
Georgia won the semifinal Rose Bowl 
before losing in overtime to Alabama in 


the national championship game. He 
left to play a season in junior college 
before returning to the Bulldogs as a 
backup, then started half of their games 
last year and the last 10 this season. 

Young sealed the first Heisman 
Trophy for a Tide quarterback by 
setting SEC title game records with 
421 yards passing and 461 total yards 
in a 41-24 win over previously unde- 
feated Georgia. That came a week after 
the 20-year-old sophomore led a late, 
game-tying 97-yard TD drive in the 
regular-season finale, a four-OT win 
at Auburn that kept the Tide in the 
national championship hunt. 

In a 27-6 win Friday over Cincin- 
nati in the CFP semifinal Cotton 
Bowl, Young had a season-low 
181 yards while completing 17 of 
28 passes. But the Crimson Tide had 
301 yards rushing against the Bearcats, 
the first non-Power Five team to make 
the four-team playoff. 

“We want to do what’s best for us 
offensively,’ said Young, whose 4,503 
yards and 46 passing TDs are both 
single-season ’Bama records. “So for 
me, being able to hand the ball off, just 
clapping and hand the ball offto (Brian 
Robinson Jr.) or Trey (Sanders) and 
have the production we had, it’s amaz- 
ing to have a night like that.” 

Bennett completed 29 of 48 passes 
for 340 yards and three touchdowns in 
that SEC title game on Dec. 4, but his 
two interceptions stood out. 

After Young’s 55-yard TD pass 
to All-America receiver Jameson 
Williams to open the second half for a 
31-17 lead, Georgia drove inside the 20 
before Bennett’s first pick. Alabama’s 
Jordan Battle then returned an inter- 
ception 44 yards early in the fourth 


quarter for a three-touchdown lead. 

There were many questions from 
outsiders heading into the playoff 
about Georgia’s confidence in Bennett 
and if JT Daniels, who opened the 
season as the starter, could replace the 
former walk-on. But not from inside 
the program. Bennett completed 21 of 
31 passes for 310 yards in the Orange 
Bowl, and Georgia became the first 
CFP team to score on each of its first 
five possessions. 

“As aleader on our offense, he doesn’t 
let that negativity go to his head, for 
real. Like he said, he ain’t got no social 
media. and he just let the noise go over 
his head and play football. That’s what I 
love about him,’ Bulldogs running back 
James Cook said. 

“T didn’t go out there and play well 
today in spite of people. I came out 
there and played well and worked hard 
throughout the few weeks we had off 
because my teammates needed me to 
do that, and we needed that to win,” 
Bennett said. “As far as a statement, 
that’s my goal every week is to play 
that well.” 

Bennett is a Georgia native, while 
Young went to Alabama after growing 
up in Southern California. 

Young was the backup as a true 
freshman last year when Mac Jones 
became the fifth Alabama quarterback 
in 12 seasons to win a national title in 
his first season starting for the Crimson 
Tide. Young now has a chance to add 
to that total. 

“We act and we move with that chip 
on our shoulder,” Young said. “And 
we understand what’s at stake and it’s 
on us to push ourselves every day to 
give ourselves the best chance to be 
successful and accomplish our goals.” 


Denmark’s Eriksen hoping to return 


Denmark international Christian Erik- 
sen said in an interview Tuesday that 
his goal was to play in this year’s World 
Cup, with reports in England suggest- 
ing he could also make a return to the 
Premier League. Eriksen, 29, hasn’t 
played since suffering a cardiac arrest 
against Finland in last year’s European 
Championship in Copenhagen, when he received life-sav- 
ing treatment on the pitch. The former Internazionale, 
Tottenham and Ajax player said he intended to return to 
football to play for Denmark at the World Cup. The Dane 
recently had his contract terminated by Inter after having 
a heart starter device implanted following his dramatic 
collapse. Such devices aren’t permitted in Italy. “My goal 
is to play in the World Cup in Qatar, that’s been my mind- 
set all along. Whether I’ll be picked is another thing, but 
it’s my dream to come back. So until then I’m just going 
to play and prove that I’m back at the same level,” he said. 
“... They (the doctors) have said ‘fine? said it’s good, so 
everything is stable, which therefore feels like a green light 
to be able to play football again.” —News services 


GOLF 


In new year, Tiger 
stays in spotlight 


By Doug Ferguson | Associated Press 


KAPALUA, Hawaii — The largest winners-only field 
ever assembled at Kapalua can make it seem as though 
getting to paradise isn’t as difficult as it used to be. 

Try telling that to Dustin Johnson, who will not be start- 
ing a new year on Maui for only the second time since he 
joined the PGA Tour in 2008. The locals have grown accus- 
tomed to Johnson sauntering into the Honolua Store at 
dawn to order his egg whites and brown rice. 

Winning is hard, even for the best. 

Equally difficult is predicting how a new year will 
unfold. 

Strange as it would have seemed a year ago that Johnson 
wouldn’t be part of the 39-man field at the Tournament of 
Champions, consider who’s here. Phil Mickelson, who 14 
times over the last two decades turned down his invita- 
tion to the winners-only event, at age 51 found 8 million 
reasons to play. 

By winning the Player Impact Program and its $8 
million bonus, Lefty was required to add a new tourna- 
ment to his schedule. So he decided to play golf on Maui. 

Where will it lead? Here are five topics to ponder for the 
new year, which starts with a question that seems to repeat 
itself each year: What next for Tiger Woods? 


Tiger sighting 

The Daily Mail published photos of Woods this week at 
Los Angeles International Airport wearing a hoodie that 
most appropriately read, “Straight Outta Ice Bath.” 

The road to recovery from multiple injuries to his right 
leg in a Feb. 23 car crash remains long. All it took was three 
days playing with his son in the PNC Championship, 
where they finished second, to get the golf world buzzing 
about his next comeback. 

The only certainty is that Woods won’t be playing a full 
schedule. The swing hasn’t left him. But he was allowed 
to ride in acart at the PNC Championship, and the format 
was ascramble. That’s a long way from anything remotely 
resembling serious competition. 

Bank on him being at The Players Championship, at 
least for his induction into the World Golf Hall of Fame. It’s 
also a safe bet he’ll be at Augusta National for the Masters 
Club dinner for champions. As for playing? That depends 
on his ability to navigate the toughest walk on tour. 

The only big hill to climb at St. Andrews is the Swilcan 
bridge, and given his love for links, an appearance at the 
150th British Open is a popular pick. 

In the meantime, he only needs to post an occasional 
video to keep everyone guessing. 


Grand Slam 


Mickelson proved age is just a number when it comes 
to winning a major. His victory in the PGA Championship 
at 50 made him the oldest major champion in history and 
created hope that a U.S. Open — the missing piece of the 
career Grand Slam — is still in play. 

He isn’t alone in his pursuit, leading to another ques- 
tion: Is the next member of golf’s most elite club likely to 
be Rory McIlroy or Jordan Spieth? 

McIlroy has gone to Augusta National the last seven 
years with a shot at getting the career Grand Slam with 
only a serious chance at it in 2018, when he played in the 
final group with Patrick Reed and shot 74. 

Spieth captured the third leg in 2017 and now needs only 
the PGA Championship. His game appears to be back in 
order after winning the Texas Open. Unlike the Masters, 
the PGA Championship moves around and some venues 
are more suitable than others. Southern Hills in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, would seem to provide one of the better oppor- 
tunities for Spieth. 


Collin’s climb 

Collin Morikawa lost one opportunity to reach No. 1 in 
the world when he gave up a five-shot lead in the final 
round of the Hero World Challenge in the Bahamas. He 
gets another shot at Kapalua, though Jon Rahm will have 
a say in defending his top spot. 

But this is about more than the No. 1 ranking, which 
comes and goes. 

Morikawa has played two full seasons on the PGA Tour 
and already has two majors, and his profile gets stronger 
by the month. To win another major this year would put 
him in elite territory. Dating to 1960, only six players have 
won majors in three successive years — Arnold Palmer, 
Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson, Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson 
and Brooks Koepka. 


Presidents Cup 


Who wins the Presidents Cup at Quail Hollow isn’t 
nearly as interesting as who makes — or who doesn’t make 
— the U.S. team. 

More than just giving Europe its worst beating in the 
Ryder Cup, the Americans had a core of a team that was 
young and cocky and cohesive. How many of them will 
make it to Quail Hollow in September? 

Remember, the U.S. team that won the Ryder Cup at 
Hazeltine by a 17-11 margin had only seven players who 
made it to the Presidents Cup the following year. 
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| 45/31 = tae RHODE The next storm should be snow Thursday night and Friday morning. 
Manchester | ISLAND -Gary Lessor 
Waterbury 2 
| 43/30 m . CONNECTICUT | ALMANAC 
| Middletown | Precipitation InInches Total Normal 30-day Precipitation History In Inches 
| 46/31 ro a g \ Yesterday (by 7 p.m.) 0.00 0.12 0.6 
| neaiaven 3 n. Wrinevard = \ Month to date 0.29 0.46 ¥ 
# 48/35 B_-“Groton "54/37 Nantucket JOtal this year 0.29 0.46 03 
BNdgeport 9 pees path Da h 53/40 Snowfall In Inches ae 
/ 46/33 © Milford ; Yesterday (by4p.m.) 0.0 0.4 01 
, y we Block Island j 0.0 
< (ate yy 46/34 51/36 Total this year 4.2 13.9 , 19/12 12/19 12/96 1/2 
‘\ @ Greenwich Precipitation, temperature at Tid High 
4 ides ig Low Temp. 
a) ugaSOR FOES N.L. State Pier 11:06 a.m. 5:05am. 42° 
Se nn ere ee ae tee a ee eget ee ee et ee eg eee ee eee ; ; 11:38 p.m. 5:51 p.m. 
Air Quality Forecast For Today = Saybrook Jetty am. 5:58a.m. 42° 
12:17 p.m. 6:44 p.m. 
fa 42) 3TH Connecticut River 2:34am. 9:44am. 
Portland 0055205 Billings 0s Bena o at Portland 3:00 p.m. 10:30 p.m. 
42/41/R apy -1/-14/C wie 38 Nl Madison 12:20 a.m. 6:22am. 41 
r ONS OW Fi ‘ 
Os 10s 11/-4/8N5 0 12:38 p.m. 6:59 p.m. ; 
i a? 30< - masnicles Wing New Haven 12:40am. 6:46am. 41 
- Os} sal iim |_AXo Quality Index Chill 12:58 p.m. 7:23 p.m. 
Anchorage | Francisco x O Ss ehleagal Today Today Today Stamford 12:44a.m. 7:00a.m. 45 
57/sVC @) se . To/arc 1:02 p.m. 7:37 p.m. 
Os \ 40s / 347-2 £PC = @ 20s _ Kansas City Today § Tomorrow River Stage at Hartford: 7.23 feet at 6:30 p.m. 
Los a) 26/5/PC : : 
angeles 505——_ [305 40. 3080 sunrise a all ae aM. Boating L..SoundW L.l.SoundE _B.I. Sound 
65 51/PC »~ ¥ © | i s unset 24P.M. 459 PM. Weather Showers Showers Showers 
SF 60s 68/46/PC : | fo Moonrise 9:54a.m. 10:24 a.m. Wind S, 15-25 S, 10-25 S, 15-25 
EI Paso “Dallas _ SQs| Moonset 8:06p.m. 9:18P.m. Seas 9-3 ft. 9-4 ft. 4-7 tt. 
63/36/S 61/30/5 
i "O~ 
Mon ges 60s Moon Phase Temperature High Low 
82/66/PE ¢q > ©} Tuesday 34 at 3:22p.m 14 at 7:30am 
one 7. Normal for date 36 20 
Snow __ Rain First Full Last New’ Recordfordate 61 in 1993 -9 in 2014 
Jan 9 Jani7  Jan25  Feb1 A yearago 40 27 
Range this year 52 14 
Last 
AROUND THE WORLD Today's forecast in cities not included in the maps above: Kingston = 90 75 PC Stockholm == 33 19 SF_— Heating DegreeDays = Season Normal Season 
Lisbon 59 48 R Sydney = 82 SH For July1-Jan4 1925 2316 2086 
Se. Gall 48 33 C Nashville 53 26PC SanJ 30C Hie Spee: nes et 
Bangor 41 32 c Balumore asnville an Juan udapes Madrid 46 34SH_ Tokyo 46 32 S : 
Buna 4128 c Bismarck 1-17 C NewOrleans 70 59 C Tucson 68 41 S Buenos Aires 84 66PC MexicoCity 7650 S Toronto 39 19 sf 30-day Temperature History 
Caribou 37 28 c_Baolse 38 31 SF NewYork 42 33SH Wopip Cairo 66 48 S Milan 48 28 R Vancouver 3632PC 80 
Concord 40 29 C_Buffalo 41 23 C Okla.City 48 17 PC Cancun 78 71PC Montreal  3025PC Warsaw 4134SH 70 HIGHS 
Montpelier 3624 C Charleston 65 43PC Omaha 16 OPC Amsterdam 46 36 R_ Dubai 72 59PC Moscow 30-29SN  Westherouvsmmsducedley a 
Mt. Wash. 4 5C Cincinnati 42 16PC Orlando 75 55PC Athens 63 48 S_ Dublin 39 34 S Nassau 81 70SH — 40 
Portland 4631 Cc Cleveland 3918 C Pittsburgh 45 22 C Bangkok = 90 72PC Edinburgh 3927 S NewDelhi 6450 T - ee NON NG 
Woods Hole 50 36 Cc Indianapolis 31 10PC Raleigh 55 36PC Barbados 8370 S_ Helsinki 30 12 C Paris 45 34 S WESTERN 20 ays 
Jacksonville 71 45PC St.Louis 35 14PC Beijing 39 21 S HongKong 72 64SH Prague 41 36 PC — 10. ian iano 126 in 
NATION LasVegas 60 43 S SaltLakeCity 47 36SH Beirut 67 57 C_ Istanbul 61 55PC_ Rio de Janeiro 88 72 R 
Albany 41.27 c MiamiBeach 79 69PC SanAntonio 74 43 S_ Berlin 41 32 C Jerusalem 55 48PC Rome 61 41 R UNIVERSITY Atmosphere High eon 
Albuquerque 53 30PC Milwaukee 22 11 SF SanDiego 62 51 PC Bermuda 70 67PC Johannesburg 82 63PC Seoul 3721 C Weather Center Barometer 30.40 at 9 a.m. 30.21 at 12 a.m. 
Atlantic City 50 35SH KEY: S Sunny, € Cloudy, PC Partly Cloudy, R Rain, SH Showers, SN Snow, SF Snow Flurries, TT-storms Singapore 91 75SH Dew point 14 at7pm. 1 at2am. 
] GRANBY(4-0): Josh Brown 7-5-20, Justin Phillips G 22 17 15 16— 70 Others: West Springfield (Mass.) at Tri-Town, 3:50 
MONDAY S LATE HIGH 9-2-22, Jack Steele 1-0-2, Ralph Rossi 1-0-2, Max H 8 0 2 2=— 12 p.m.; Glastonbury at North Haven, 3:50 p.m.; Water- 
SCHOOL RESULTS Jansen 1-0-2, Andrew Giuliano 1-2-4. Totals 30-9-75. town/Pomperaug at Farmington Valley, 8 p.m.; East 
GIRLS BASKETBALL H 16 11 17 10— 54 Shoreline Calnonc allman Hal, 830 pt, 
G 10 22 27 16-— 75 COGINCHAUG 56, PORTLAND 44 GIRLS HOCKEY 
CCC-East PORTLAND (1-3): Hannah Brunk 5-6-17, Morganne 
E.O. SMITH 54, SOUTH WINDSOR 18 ELLINGTON 51, ROCKVILLE 45 Pineda 4-6-16, Sam Lasky 1-1-3, Jamie Lasky 4-0-8. CCC: Northwest Catholic/Mercy at East Catholic 
E.0. SMITH (5-2): Jill Dingler 1-1-4, Callie Liapes SUFFIELD 56, CANTON 49 Totals 14-13-44. co-op, 5:10 p.m. 
eis ae Fistees ae —— a Shaccline COGINCHAUG (3-1): Allison Sambor 5-1-13, Sophie SCC: Amity co-op at Hand co-op, 3:10 p.m. 
ate IVICAVOy 2Z-U-6, Jenna bOaraman 2-5-/, Claire -()- j -()- j ick 2-()-. j- 
Srene2 17 Lilark OZ Madde Hughes328 OLD SAYBROOK 4, WESTBROOK 25 suo ana iae Wnaten 
Totals 18-7-54. VALLEY REGIONAL 59, MORGAN 46 i —_ ; 
SOUTH WINDSOR (1-5): Anna Matus 3-0-7, Lexi PORTLAND 62, COGINCHAUG 43 410 7 23- 44 CCC-North: New Britain at Newington, 6 p.m. 


Wheeler 2-0-5, Anna Kim 0-0-0, Olivia Petgrave 
1-1-3, Regan Heafy-DeAngelis 1-1-3. Totals 7-2-18. 


EOS 17 17 7 13-— 54 
Sw 745 2- 18 
ECC 


BACON ACADEMY 53, NEW LONDON 45 

BACON ACADEMY (7-1): Ashley Lizotte 2-0-5, Valerie 
Luizzi 5-2-14, Marissa Nudd 8-4-21, Elizabeth Glover 
1-1-3, Emma Mancuso 5-0-10. Totals 21-7-53. 

NEW LONDON (5-2): Olivia Goode 6-1-15, Janya 
Beddoe 3-0-9, Zanashia Croft 0-0-0, Ky-ani Allgood 
2-0-4, Serenity Lancaster 6-5-17. Totals 17-6-45. 


BA 15 12 12 14- 53 
NL 18 14 7 6— 45 


Note: Down 42-41, Lizotte and Luizzi hit back-to- 
back 3-pointers with 3 minutes left to give Bacon 
the lead for goof. Mancuso had 8 rebounds. 


TUESDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL RESULTS 


BOYS BASKETBALL 


CCC-North 

WINDSOR 107, WETHERSFIELD 58 

WINDSOR (4-0): Raymond Rodriguez 5-0-10, Tyler 
Betsey 10-3-25, Kaiden James 4-0-11, Jonathan 
Georges 3-1-7, Quintin Floyd 2-0-5, Rashawn Tibby 
11-1-23, Jakeel Martin 4-2-10, Tone Williams 2-0-5, 
Shawn Bell Jr. 1-0-2, Prince Samuels 4-1-9. Totals 
46-10-107. 

WETHERSFIELD (1-3): Robert Rivera 5-2-15, Jack 
Freitas 5-0-12, Tom Daly 1-0-3, Andrew Knapp 4-0-8, 
AJ Karanian 3-0-6, Ethan Lemos 4-0-9, Mikel Lleshi 
1-0-3, Max Prunier 1-0-2. Totals 23-2-58. 


wi 30 27 23 27 — 107 


WE 13 19 17 9-— 58 
CCC-South 
BERLIN 56, BRISTOL EASTERN 37 


BERLIN (3-1): Marino Fanelli 4-2-12, Toby Lavender 
1-3-5, Zachary Skinner 9-2-21, River Eberhardt 
4-1-11, Ryan Stec 1-4-6, Jonathan Morales 0-1-1. 
Totals 19-13-56. 

BRISTOL EASTERN (1-4): Nasir Walker-Jenkins 
2-0-4, Elijah Borgelin 1-1-3, Lukas Sward 2-0-5, Ben 
D'Amato 5-0-15, Jalen Stokes 2-0-4, Nate Fries 1-0-2, 
Preston Guarda 1-0-2, Isiah Lawrence-Bynum 1-0-2. 
Totals 15-1-37. 


B 14 12 13 17-— 56 
BE 147 412-— 37 
CCC-East 

EAST HARTFORD 57, ENFIELD 53 

CCC-West 

CONARD 75, AVON 39 


CONARD (5-0): Riley Fox 11-2-30, Jalen Hamblin 
8-5-24, Mike Weiss 2-0-4, Julius Smith 1-1-3, Matt 
Santoro 1-0-2, Jaydon Schuler 1-0-3, Kyle Barnum 
3-0-9. Totals 27-8-75. 

AVON (3-2): Isaac Aguilar 6-3-16, Jadd Eldah 3-1-7, 
Tabor Engle 3-0-6, Aarsh Moza 1-0-3, Nishant 
Gopalacher 1-0-3, Emmett Borenstein 1-0-2, Tyler 
Brokenshire 1-0-2. 


C 24 22 19 10— 75 
A 9 911 10- 39 


Of note: Fox tied a career-high with 30 points and 
Hamblin had a career-high of 24 points. 
FARMINGTON 75, HALL 42 

HALL (1-3): Cole Kocienda 2-0-4, Amecca Freeman 
2-1-5, Angelo Culmo 1-0-2, Harris Berson 4-2-10, 
Spencer Berson 4-0-8, Nick Udell 1-0-2, Mason 
Wright 2-2-6, Anthony McKeown 2-2-5. Totals 
18-7-42. 

FARMINGTON (2-2): Garrett Snyder 4-0-8, Christian 
Harris 3-1-8, Jahkai Veal 3-0-7, Caleb Smith 0-1-1, 
Nick Bergin 2-0-5, Chad Rizzo 4-1-10, Jared Young 
7-7-22, Nick Duncan 7-0-14. Totals 30-10-75. 


H 10 11 13 8— 42 
F 22 19 18 14— 75 
NCCC 

GRANBY 75, HMTCA 54 


HMTCA (1-2): Derrick Sheets 5-0-12, Seth Moore 
3-0-7, Hector Couvertier 4-0-10, Christian Smith 
8-1-18, Marcus Calderon 1-0-3, Russell Smith 1-2-4. 
Totals 22-3-54. 


EAST HAMPTON 72, HADDAM-KILLINGWORTH 45 
HALE-RAY 59, OLD LYME 56 

CTC 

WINDHAM TECH 84, GOODWIN TECH 38 

WINDHAM TECH (5-1): Dezmen Gaston 2-0-6, Daniel 
Toce 2-0-5, Alex Johnson 2-2-10, Trey Lindsey 4-0-8, 
Brody Belanger 5-2-15, Danny Meikle 4-3-11, Joey 
Johnson 14-1-29. Totals 35-6-84. 

GOODWIN TECH (1-1): Brandon Martinez 2-1-5, 
Jayden King 2-2-6, Angel Velazquez 1-0-2, Jesay 
Marcano 5-0-11, Jaden Sergeant 1-0-2, Nazir Russell 
4-0-10, Edin Imsirovic 1-0-2. Totals 16-3-38. 


WT 33 12 20 19— 84 
GT 716 11 4-— 38 
CRAL 

MLC 53, PARISH HILL 27 

SCC 


HAMDEN 68, XAVIER 48 


ECC 

NEW LONDON 83, BACON ACADEMY 55 

NEW LONDON (3-1): Rhodia Perry 12-3-30, 
Deshawn Phillips 3-2-8, Sean Raymond 3-0-7, 
Savahn Warren 10-0-20, Coby Smith 2-1-6, 
Anthony Martinez 2-0-5, Camron Sinvel 1-0-2, 
Malik Jefferson 1-0-3, Richard Taylor 1-0-2. 
Totals 35-6-83. 

BACON ACADEMY (3-3): Sam Blumberger 7-3-18, 
Ryan Claffey 4-2-10, Elijah Black 3-2-9, Matt 
Mizotte 5-1-13, Kyle Brogdon 1-0-2, Jake Martino 
1-1-3. Totals 21-7-55. 


NL 10 28 17 28— 83 
BA 10 12 15 18— 55 
Others 


RHAM 73, WINDHAM 55 

WINDHAM (2-3): Princeneil Pacheco 1-0-2, Zach- 
ary Robinson-Smey 3-1-7, Tyler Walter 3-0-6, 
Malcolm Hunter 2-0-6, Anthony Green 3-0-6, 
Travis Mangual 8-2-18, Isaiah Mangual 5-0-10. 
Totals 25-3-55. 

RHAM (5-0): Ryan Heneghan 4-0-9, Jimmy 
Hulland 8-6-26, Troy Miller 4-1-12, Aidan Allen 
3-0-8, Mike Poncini 6-0-12, Alex Demosthenous 
1-0-2, Casper Miazga 1-0-2, Sean Connelly 0-2-2. 
Totals 27-9-73. 


WwW 15 15 11 14— 55 
R 22 21 6 24— 73 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
CCC-South 


MIDDLETOWN 73, PLATT 40 

MIDDLETOWN (6-1): Shalyn Smith 5-0-10, Alexa 
DeSena 3-0-6, Tyah Pettaway 6-3-16, Jahne Carre- 
nard 1-0-2, Tajahnae Brock 1-2-4, Shadae Bushay 
10-0-22, Kaila Torres 2-1-5, Ava Studinski 2-0-6, 
Cadence Manning 1-0-2. Totals 31-6-73. 

PLATT (5-3): Vianna Alcantara 7-2-17, Kamani White 
1-0-2, Brooke Bell 1-0-2, Khrystina Campbell 2-0-4, 
Antwanette Tann 7-1-15. Totals 18-3-40. 


M 16 22 26 9-— 73 
P 6 9 12 13— 40 
MALONEY 51, LEWIS MILLS 43 

CCC-West 

SOUTHINGTON 36, SIMSBURY 33 


SIMSBURY (5-1): Lauren Sabia 6-1-16, Katie Perlitz 
1-0-2, Amelia Rogers 1-1-3, Faye Kaplinski 2-0-4, 
Amanda Gallagher 3-0-8. Totals 13-2-33. 
SOUTHINGTON (6-0): Allison Mikosz 2-0-5, Gabby 
Dangelo 1-0-3, Ciara Sockwell 2-1-6, Bethany Borges 
1-0-2, Lily Cooper 4-2-10, Hailey Zembrzuski 3-4-10. 
Totals 13-7-36. 


SI 11 6 9 7— 33 
so 413 9 10-— 36 
FARMINGTON 51, HALL 29 

NCCC 

GRANBY 70, HMTCA 12 


GRANBY (3-3): Fem Jansen 5-1-15, Maeve Dingley 
1-1-5, Katie Murach 4-0-10, Liz Squier 1-0-2, Kayla 
Davis 4-0-8, Alissa Bordonaro 5-0-11, Claire Heinze 
2-0-4, Kenzie Garceau 3-0-6, Ava Gallinelli 2-1-7, Katie 
O’Neill 1-0-2. Totals 28-3-70. 

HMITCA (1-3): Nyasia Pitts 1-0-2, Michelle Sharp 
2-0-4, Deysha Rivera 1-0-2, Elle DiChristina 2-0-4. 
Totals 6-0-12. 


QO VU 


17 12 16 11— 56 


WESTBROOK 40, OLD SAYBROOK 34 

WESTBROOK (4-1): Adriana Stranieri 3-1-7, Leticia 
Pires 4-0-8, Sadie Susi 2-0-5, Jami Susi 2-0-5, Alex 
Zanzalari 2-2-6. Totals 15-4-40. 

OLD SAYBROOK (2-3): Breleigh Cooke 5-0-11, Alex 
King 2-0-5, Nora Kulmann 2-1-6, Sophia Baker 3-0-6, 
Beldina Feratovic 2-0-4, Sanai Baker 1-0-2. Totals 
15-1-34. 


WwW 0 10 11 19— 40 
Os 6 911 8— 34 
CTC 


NORWICH TECH 20, CHENEY TECH 10 

CHENEY TECH (1-4): LaJoy Edwards 1-1-3, Karen 
Nicolas 0-0-0, Tahira Jilu 1-0-2, Milliealexis Sutherland 
1-0-3, Myaliz Lopez 1-0-2. Totals 2-1-10. 

NORWICH TECH (1-5): Abigail Ulrich 1-0-2, Autumn 
Lovett 3-0-6, Autumn Hanks 1-0-2, Olivia Luurtsema 
1-0-2, Amor Tanksley 1-0-2, Ashlyn Bill 2-2-6. Totals 
9-2-20. 


4 0 5 1- 10 
2 8 3 7— 20 


WINDHAM TECH 36, GOODWIN TECH 25 

GOODWIN TECH (3-2): Avalise Hernandez 1-2-5, 
Tomoya Bennett 2-1-5, Dezaraya Trusty 0-0-0, Megan 
Lukaszewski 2-0-4, Mariela Cartagena 4-0-11. Totals 
9-3-25. 

WINDHAM TECH (2-3): Alyssa Czymr 3-0-8, Baylee 
Miller 1-1-3, Grace Smith 2-0-4, Mackenzie Braun- 
stein 1-0-2, Catlin Ferris 2-0-4, Meghan Campbell 
1-2-4. Totals 15-4-36. 


49 


GT 011 6 8-— 2 
WT 1448 7 7- 36 
CRAL 

WEAVER 43, MLC 20 


WEAVER (4-1): Nyla Young 4-1-12, Enaijha Gilbert 
6-0-12, Zariah Thomas 2-0-4, Angeline Solomon 
3-0-6, Nicole Linares 2-0-5, Kelissa Facey 2-0-4. Totals 
20-1-43. 

MLC (0-4): Aaliyah Graves 1-2-4, Natalia Dupiton 
5-0-10, Deajah Minnifield 2-0-4, Dominique Pierre- 
Emile 1-0-2. Totals 9-2-20. 


15 11 13 4— 43 
4 2 7 7- 20 


BOYS HOCKEY 


Others 
SGWL 2, NORTHEASTERN 1 


BOYS SWIMMING 


CCC 

BRISTOL CO-OP 94, HALL 86 

Note: Nathan Stellmach won the 50 and 100 free 
for Bristol. Hall had 2 athletes set school records: 
Carson Raisner in the 100 fly (52.60) and Jonah 
Genser in diving (244.60). 


WEDNESDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL SCHEDULE 


BOYS BASKETBALL 


CCC-East: Manchester at East Catholic, 6:45 p.m. 
NCCC: East Granby at Somers, 6:45 p.m. 

CTC: Wilcox Tech at Goodwin Tech, 5:30 p.m. 
Others: Stafford at E.0. Smith, 7 p.m. 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


CCC-Inter: Enfield at Lewis Mills, 6 p.m. 

NCCC: Somers at East Granby, 6:45 p.m. 

CRAL: Classical at Innovation, 7 p.m. 

SCC: Guilford at Mercy, 7 p.m. 

Others: Hartford Public at Weaver, 4 p.m.; 
Nonnewaug at Capital Prep, 5 p.m.; Hale-Ray at 
Aerospace, 6 p.m. 


BOYS HOCKEY 


CCC-South: E.0. Smith/Tolland at Hall, 7:20 p.m. 
CCC-Inter: Conard at Newington co-op, 5 p.m. 
SCC/SWC: Xavier at Immaculate, 5 p.m.; North 
Branford at Sheehan, 8 p.m.; Hand at Hamden, 8 
p.m. 


=< 











CCC-South: Plainville at Bristol Central, 6 p.m.; Malo- 
ney at Berlin, 6 p.m.; Middletown at Platt, 6 p.m. 
CCC-West: Farmington at Conard, 6 p.m.; Hall at 
Southington, 6 p.m. 

CCC-Inter: Windsor at RHAM, 6 p.m.; Enfield at 
Bristol Eastern, 6 p.m.; South Windsor at Wethers- 
field, 6 p.m. 

NCCC: Somers at Stafford, 6 p.m.; Suffield/Windsor 
Locks at Coventry, 6 p.m. 

ECC: Windham at Waterford, 6 p.m.; Bacon Acad- 
emy at Ledyard, 6 p.m.; Montville at Lyman Memo- 
rial/Windham Tech, 6:30 p.m. 

SCC: Xavier at Branford, 7 p.m. 

Others: Haddam-kKillingworth at Rocky Hill, 6 p.m.; 
Granby at Portland, 6 p.m.; Morgan at Notre Dame- 
West Haven, 7 p.m. 


TRACK AND FIELD 


Shoreline: Shoreline League Meet No. 1 (Hillhouse 
HS), 5 p.m. 

Others: Wintergreen Invitational (Southern, New 
Haven), 3:30 p.m. 


BOYS SWIMMING 


CCC-Inter: Northwest Catholic at Bulkeley/HMTCA, 
3:45 p.m.; Farmington at Berlin, 3:45 p.m. 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


FITCHBURG STATE AT TRINITY, CANCELED 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


WPI 56, TRINITY 46 
ST. JOSEPH’S (MAINE) 71, ST. JOSEPH 52 


WOMEN’S HOCKEY 


SACRED HEART AT YALE, PPD. 
CLARK, HAMILTON AT WESLEYAN, LATE 


CLARK, HAMILTON AT WESLEYAN, LATE 


WEDNESDAY’S COLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


RIC at Eastern, 4 p.m. 
Maine at Hartford, 7 p.m. 


AHL STANDINGS 


Atlantic GP W L SOL PTS PCT 
Springfield 28 17 37 ~—s«.661 
Hartford 26 14 32 «615 
Hershey 27 15 33 —«.611 


Providence 25 13 
Charlotte 27 14 
Lehigh Valley 26 9 
W-B/Scranton 24 9 12 
Bridgeport 32 10 16 


Re R& CO 0 OF 
— 


North GP W L OL PTS PCT 
Utica 22 18 1 39 ~=—-.886 
Rochester 26 17 9 34 ~=.654 
Laval 24 12 10 26 ~=.542 
Toronto 24 12 10 26 ~=—.542 
Cleveland 24 10 8 26 ~=.542 
Belleville 25 12 13 24  ~.480 
Syracuse 21 8 10 19 .452 
Central GP W L PCT 


Chicago 26 20 4 


GrandRapids 25 11 10 26 ~=.520 
lowa 26 11 11 26 ~=—-.500 
Rockford 24 11 #11 24 ~=~-«.500 
Milwaukee 29 12 15 26 ~@.448 
Texas 23 8 11 20 ~=—-«.435 
Pacific GP W L OL PTS PCT 
Stockton 25 19 3 41 _—«.820 
Ontario 24 15 6 33 —-«.688 
Henderson 24 14 7 31 .646 
Tucson 21 10 9 22 ~=«.524 
Abbotsford 22 10 9 23.523 
Colorado 28 12 11 29 ~=C«.518 
Bakersfield 22 8 8 22 ~«.500 
San Jose 26 11 14 23 ~=—«.442 


OTL S 
2 1 
2 2 
2 1 
o i 
2 0 
4 2 
1 2 
3 3 
OTL SOL 
3 «(0 
0 0 
2 0 
1 1 
3 3 
0 0 
2 1 
OTL SOL PTS 
1 1 
1 0 
a a4 
z 2 
1 1 
2 0 
3 1 
OTL SOL 
2 1 
2 1 
Zz 
Zz: 0 
2 1 
3 2 
3 
1 0 
1 0 


San Diego 22 9 12 
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